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PREFACE 

This volume is intended to be supplementaty to the vol- 
umes of the Cycle of Bible Study for College Students pub- 
lished by The Students' Department of the International 
Committee of Young Men's Christian Associations. It par- 
takes somewhat of their character, in that it presents a 
scheme of Bible readings which covers the main trend of 
Scripture teaching. But its supreme purpose is to combine 
with this study of the Word the emphasis which is every- 
where found on its pages, upon the duty and opportunity 
to live to help men to know God and to win them to Jesus 
Christ. Personal work for individuals is the dominant 
thought which runs through the entire volume. While this 
thought is not protruded on every page, it is involved in 
almost every day's reading and meditation. Together with 
this primary thought are found many teachings which treat 
of those subjects which are likely to engage the mind of one 
who is striving to win men, and many questions concerning 
which it is important to be furnished in dealing with various 
kinds of inquirers. Along some one of these lines the ma- 
terial will be found to apply. It is earnestly hoped that no 
one can prayerfully make daily use of this little volume with- 
out realizing anew the constraint of the love of Christ which 



will receive a responsive purpose to strive to win men to 
Him. 

Thus, amid the multitudinous demands of a busy pastor- 
ate, the author has attempted to serve the Committee and the 
students, who may enter upon these readings, with the 
prayer that God will use them to influence many to con- 
secrate their lives to this highest of all forms of service, 
winning men to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOWARD AGNEW JOHNSTON. 

Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
New York City, July, 1900. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO STUDIES I. TO XX, 

Back of every deed is either a desire or a sense of duty. 
It is hoped the first three STUDIES will tend to quicken 
both in the heart of every reader. If we see God's thought 
for us, if we feel Christ's love for us, if we are willing for 
the Holy Spirit's work in us; we cannot fail to be con- 
cerned for men, and inspired to personal work for their 
uplifting and salvation. 

STUDIES IV. TO XX. may be divided into three sec- 
tions: (i) Old Testament records of men trained of God 
for various kinds of service. (2) The Gospel recofd of 
Christ dealing directly with men. (3) New Testament 
records of the Holy Spirit's leadings of the followers of 
Christ. 

Every worker for God has two experiences in his train- 
ing: (i) In his own personal preparation for service, the 
purifying and deepening of the spiritual life. (2) Impulse 
and inspiration for the helping of others. Many need not 
so much to be told how to do the special work in prospect, 
as to be fitted of God for that deeper spiritual life which 
will enable them to perform whatever duty God sends. 
fTherefore some of these pages present the record of a work 
of grace in the individual, rather than special training for 
service. Methods are important, but the spirit is all-im- 
portant. A treUis helps fruit-bearing, but a living vine will 
bring forth fruit even without a trellis. 

It will become apparent that different people are con- 
sidered at those points of view where the distinctive feature 
in the training appears. Thus points common to many are 
not repeated. The following suggestions are offered to the 
reader: (i) In the daily reading confine attention to the 
Scripture references given. (2) The Scripture to be mem- 
orized is a picked verse, committing which will serve in time 
to equip the reader with a store of valuable material. (3) 
The meditation should be re-read at least once. It is in- 
tended to be an earnest pondering of the truth, in which 
the questions will be faced honestly and answered carefully. 
,(4) The prayer seeks to bring home the truth to each heart, 
and to crown the hour with a moment of genuine devotion. 
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STUDY I. GOD'S CONCERN FOR MEN 



1ST Day — Man Made in God's Image 

Read Gen. i :26-3i and Gen. 2:7. Determine what these 
passages teach concerning man's distinctive endowment be- 
ing spiritual, not animal. Specify the points of man's su- 
periority over the other creatures. Read Psalm 8 as an 
emphasis of the high estate to which man is exalted. What 
light does Paul throw on this subject in his oration to the 
Athenians on Mars Hill? See Acts 17:24-28. Note the 
consequent force of the distinction between the spirit of the 
beast and that of man, made in Eccl. 3 :2i. 

What is the diflFerence between a thing and a Kfef What 
is the difference between animate life and rational life? 
What is the discrimination between all lower forms of an- 
imal life and that of a person? How much, if any, moral 
quality is found in any other than a personal being? Note 
that the various theories about how God created man in no 
wise affect the product, which is man made in the image 
of God, sustaining vital, intelligent relation to God. 

Memorize Ps. 8:5. 

Meditation : Man is the crown of creation. The being 
who can measure the distance to a star is infinitely greater 
than the star. When God breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, the " living soul " thus produced became an 
undying soul, an immortal soul. Paul's expression to the 
Athenians, "we are His offspring," means that man has 
kinship with God. This kinship may be expressed in three 
attributes: (i) personality, (2) purity, (3) power. The 
same laws which determine the life of God as a person con- 
trol the life of man. As he came to the life of a moral agent, 
man was sinless. His endowment includes lordship over 
creation, capacity for self-government, and ability to grow 
into increasing fellowship with God by the obedience of love. 
The richest unfoldings of God's life are offered to men ! 

Prayer: My Father in heaven, give me a vision of the 
true greatness Thou hast intended me to realize. 
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STUDY I. GOD'S CONCERN FOR MEN. 



2D Day — The Lost Millions 

Study Gen. 3, by analyzing the moral conditions involved 
in man's sin, and noting the place of God's law, of man's 
moral freedom, of the method of sin entering through man's 
free choice of evil, etc. Note that theories of man's evo- 
lution or immediate creation do not affect the problem. 
Whatever the history of the animal nature, the moral prob- 
lem lies in the exercise of the moral and spiritual power of 
the conscious, intelligent free agent, in the face of God's 
recognized law of righteousness. 

Now study Paul's statement of the fact in Rom. i : 16-32, 
and mark his philosophy of man's degeneration in v. 21. 
Take a few moments to look across the centuries, with pen- 
cil in hand, noting the nations of the past and present across 
whose records the serpent has been dragging its foul stains 
in blood and tears! The echo of its despair is in Jude 12 
and 13. 

Meditation : The image of God in man has been blurred 
by sin. It is an overwhelming fact that men are lost, with- 
out hope, because they are without God in the world ! Men 
endowed with the possibilities of a life of high and noble 
purpose, capable of a true, pure love of the holiest and best, 
have missed the mark, have gone astray, have turned their 
back on God ! The light has gone out of their souls I To 
them life has not been worth living! Do I know such a 
man? 

''As some ill-guided bark, well bnilt and tall, 
Which angry tides cast out on desert shore, 
And then, retiring, left it there to rot 
And moulder in the winds and rains of heaven, 
So he, cut from the sympathies of life. 
And cast ashore from pleasure's boisterous surge, 
A wandering, weary, worn, and wretched thing, 
A scorched and desolate and blasted soul, 
A gloomy wilderness of dying thought. 
Repined and groaned and widiered from the earth." 

Prayer : O God, give me some adequate appreciation of 
the havoc sin has wrought, and the need of saving men. 
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STUDY I. GOD'S CONCERN FOR MEN 



3D Day — ^The Value of One Soul 

Have you ever asked the question, Why did Christ come 
to the earth? What would be your answer? The point in 
it must be something to show that He thought it really 
worth while, that it would surely pay. He himself gives 
one point of view in John 3:16 and 10:9-11. Read also 
His words in Mark 8 136 and 37. This expression, " the 
soul," refers to the immortal man. What is the explanation 
of the soul's great value? Read John 14:1-3, i Pet. i :3-9, 
I John 3:1-3. Mark how all these passages link the life of 
earth to that of heaven. Read Rev. 7:9-17 and Rev. 5:12 
with a view to the meditation. 

Meditation : Men often say, " I have a soul." That is 
not the highest truth. We must learn to say, " I am a soul, 
and I have a body." This at once gives the right point of 
view. The real man, the immortal soul, rises to the God- 
intended level of master, while the body moves on the lower 
level of service. It is of supreme importance that we real- 
ize God's estimate of a human soul. The whole world of 
material riches sinks down below the spiritual worth of one 
soul. What is my standard of spiritual worth ? Is my soul 
life supreme? Or has my animal life been dominant? We 
touch the heart of all spiritual life and values by realizing 
that worship is " worth-ship." " Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain," is the key-note of Heaven's song, ;and the ex- 
planation of service in the Kingdom of God. Worth-ship 
is two-fold. There is Christ's intrinsic worth. His beauty 
of holiness. Then it is worth to us more than man can tell 
that Christ has brought us the salvation of God. But He 
did this because He counted every human soul priceless, and 
worth saving, even though the price should be His own 
precious life. But that means that my neighbor's soul is 
worth as much in God's eyes as mine. 

Prayer : God of life, give me the spirit of true worship ! 
Help me properly to value my soul-life and make it supreme ! 
Teach me to see the priceless value of every human life in 
every part of the world ! 

5 
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STUDY I. GOD'S CONCERN FOR MEN 



4TH Day — God's Provided Salvation 

Read Rom. 5. Science is teaching the reasonableness of 
faith in a provided salvation. Cut a tree, and all the poten- 
cies of nature immediately set to work to heal the hurt. 
Darwin pointed out the struggle for existence, and it seemed 
all selfishness ; but Drummond, with more complete survey, 
made it plain that more than one-half of this struggle is 
for the existence of others. 

Nature reveals unselfish service in the whole fealm of liv- 
ing creation. What, now, must we say about the facts in 
creation reflecting the being and nature of the Creator? 
Science teaches us the immanence of God in all law, in all 
life. The healing potencies in all nature witness to the Love 
which is ever ready to restore, both by processes of law and 
grace. Read John 3:16-17. Try to imagine an argument 
against the reasonableness of God's concern for men ? 

Meditation : When a child is lost, the one thing he needs 
is to find the way home. God has sent the guide. When 
the lost child is diseased, he also needs a physician. God 
has provided the physician. When the lost child is not only 
sick, but a slave, he needs one who can ransom him from 
that slavery. God has sent the Redeeemer, the " Good Shep- 
herd who laid down His life for the sheep," " in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness 
of sins." The lost child went astray in disobedience, thus 
becoming estranged from God, but God sent the Mediator 
with the assurance of forgiving love. The Mediator is also 
man's Advocate before God, ever making intercession for 
us. God accepts every repentant and believing soul through 
the riches of His grace in Jesus Christ. This is God's pro- 
vided salvation. It means out of darkness into light ! Out 
of disease into health ! Out of slavery into liberty I Out of 
estrangement from God into peace with God. Out of death 
into eternal life ! 

Prayer: God of love, give me the vision of Thy grace, 
and let me know the joy of Thv salvation ! 

6 
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STUDY I. GOD^S CONCERN FOR MEN 



STH Day — ^Jesus Christ the only Saviour 

It is not a narrow view of life which leads to the pro- 
found conviction that Christianity is the only true religion. 
The most searching examination into all the facts compels 
that conviction. Christ's claim to be the only Saviour is 
clear. Read John 5:25-47 and 6:32-51. The apostles in- 
sisted upon this fact, as in Acts 4:8-12 and Rom. 1:16-17. 

In order to work out the philosophy of salvation, study 
Paul's explanation of degeneration in Rom. 1:21-22; then 
place over against this Christ's words in John 17:3, followed 
by Peter's comment in i Pet. i :23, and you have God's 
regeneration for man. What has man lost by sin? What 
does man regain in Christ ? Make two lists, pencil in hand. 
Having these lists, determine wherein any founder of an- 
other religion brings to man what we find in Christ. An- 
swer from general knowledge. Determine, in this compari- 
son, wherein the Old Testament lacks a sufficient revelation. 

Memorize Acts 4:12. 

Meditation : Christ said : " By their fruits ye shall 
know them." It is the appeal to the life. Mark the test. 
India is the answer to Hinduism ! China is the answer to 
Confucianism ! The Turkish Empire is the answer to Ma- 
hometanism! The Papal state, wherever you find it, is 
the answer to Roman Catholicism! And the Protestant 
country, although far from ideal, is the answer to Protes- 
tant Christianity! Measure those answers thoughtfully. 
Let the tests be very thorough along all lines of comparison. 
Evangelical Christianity alone holds up Christ as the suffi- 
cient and only Saviour, whose atoning redemption is the only 
hope of the world. The lost millions are waiting for Christ. 
Who is responsible because they do not know Him ? 

Prayer: God of wondrous grace, I here and now place 
my trust in Thy Son as my only and sufficient Saviour! 
Help me to live as one saved from sin and self ! 
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STUDY I. GOD'S CONCERN FOR MEN 



6th Day — Man's Destiny in God 

The Spirit of Christ both quickens the degenerate soul into 
the new life in God and works mightily in that life to realize 
the fullest and highest development. We noted, in Gen. 
1 :26, the destiny which God had in mind for man. Read 
Rom. 8:29 to see how God has not lost sight of His pur- 
pose, for one moment. Note that to predestinate is primarily 
to have a plan concerning man's destiny. 

Mark the following teachings concerning the work of the 

Holy Spirit in helping men to become Christ-like: John 

14:17, 26; John 16:7-14; 2 Cor. 3:18. Consult Andrew 

Murray's " The Spirit of Christ " or John McNeil's " The 

Spirit-Filled Life." 

\ 
Memorize 2 Cor. 3 :i8. ' ^ 

Meditation: To be like Christ is perfection. But de- 
velopment into our highest and best will not come of itself. 
" Then shall we know zvhen ive follow on to know the Lord." 
" We learn to do by doing." Have I made my plan to grow 
into Christ definite, clean-cut, and positive? Consider this 
matter of development. Here is a man walking through a 
park. He is a botanist, and every tree and flower tells him a 
story. He is a geologist, and every stone has a meaning to 
him. He is an ornithologist, and every bird sings to him of 
the wonders of life. He is an astronomer, and every star 
enlarges his vision of law and power. Above all, he is a 
Christian, and sees God's wondrous thought and infinite 
love revealed in earth and air and sky. Moreover every man 
he meets suggests the possible Christ who may be formed 
in him. His highest ambition is to win men to Christ, and 
his deepest joy is to help men in the Spirit of Christ. This 
is a suggestion of a man realizing his destiny in God. Just 
behind this man is another; and all he knows about this 
park is that it is the way to dinner ! 

Prayer : Lord God, may I not be satisfied with anything 
short of Thy highest purpose for me ! 

8 
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STUDY I. GOD'S CONCERN FOR MEN 



7TH Day — God's Method of Reaching Men 

The logic of our thought continues. Since to know God 
is essential to life eternal, then manifestly those who do 
not know God must be told about Him. Read Rom. lo :8-i5. 
Note down with pencil the steps here set forth in the process 
of reaching men eifectively. What is the instrument used, 
as distinguished from the agent using it? Could you im- 
agine any other method of reaching men which has the 
advantages of this one, both in its effects upon the wit- 
nesses and those receiving the message ? What reflex bless- 
ings come into the life of the witness ? Read, in the light of 
the above^ Acts i :8 and Matt. S :i3~i6. Prepare an outline 
for a short talk on this subject. 

Memorize Acts i :8. 

Meditation: God's revelation of character must be a 
life. Hence Christ. But that revelation must always con- 
tinue to be a life. Hence Christians. Christ said, " I am 
the Light of the world," and then said to His disciples, " Ye 
are the light of the world." He calls us His witnesses. 
Now a witness always has something to tell, but the charac- 
ter of the witness always determines the trustworthiness 
of the testimony. Hence the force of the apostle's figure 
which describes people as '''living epistles, read and known 
of all men." How do men read my life? What am I daily 
witnessing for Christ by word or deed? God hath chosen 
by preaching to save the world, but every follower of Christ 
is a preacher, preaching something which those who know 
him are estimating for what it is worth. The consistent life 
authenticates the faithful testimony. The life must be back 
of the message to give it force, but it is not enough to be 
a secret believer or a silent follower. Paul realized that 
God had laid on him the duty of witnessing, and cried out of 
the intensity of his soul, " Woe is me, if I preach not the 
Gospel ! " Is that same constraint upon me ? 

Prayer: O God, I would be a faithful witness! Give 
me, above all else. Thy grace that my character may be 
Christ-like. Then strengthen my purpose to speak for 
Christ ! 

9 
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STUDY 11. MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



1ST Day — ^Winning Men to Christ Man's Supreme 

Duty 

Study Ezek. 33:1-9, making it a personal message from 
God. Pause to specify, if possible, an instance within your 
personal knowledge, of influence through which a person 
has been saved by a faithful friend ; and also an instance of 
influence through which a life has been ruined. Study your 
own attitude of heart about this sense of responsibility for 
the welfare of every human being you influence. This sense 
of responsibility will be intensified if you exalt always the 
importance of the spiritual life. To this end ponder ear- 
nestly the meditation for to-day. Write down five reasons 
for attempting this work. 

Memorize Dan. 12:3. 

Meditation : The thought of the first study is cumula- 
tive in compelling us to see that when the interests of the 
soul are ignored, life is a failure. Let us think of this from 
another point of view. We call anything a success according 
as it accomplishes that which its form of construction shows 
its maker intended it to be and do. For instance, it is evi- 
dent from its form of construction that an umbrella is in- 
tended to keep off the rain. It may serve various purposes, 
but if it will not keep off the rain, it is a failure as an um- 
brella. Just so the human soul shows that God intends man 
to be something more than a tailor's model, something more 
than a splendid athlete, something more than a millionaire, 
something more than a philosopher or poet. If one were to 
realize all this, but only this, not reaching up to the spiritual 
life, to the making of character, to fellowship with God, 
then across the record of his life must be written the ver- 
dict: He is a failure as an immortal soul! Therefore, the 
supreme duty for me is, first, to realize my own salvation; 
and then to see that nothing, nothing can for a moment be 
compared to the life which seeks to win immortal souls 
to be followers of Christ. 

Prayer: Give me the burden of my responsibility for 
souls. Then help me to be faithful in my influence with 
men, to be a blessing to men ! 
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STUDY II. MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



2D Day — The Crime of Unconcern 

At the very beginning of human relations we find this 
indifference about the lives of our fellow-men. See Gen. 
4:9. Wherein was Cain his brother's keeper? Is the law 
universal? How generally is it heeded? What phase of 
unconcern did the psalmist experience in Ps. 142 14? Do you 
suppose any friend of yours is hoping you will speak to him 
of the Christian life ? What spirit did the disciples betray 
in Luke 9:12? How reasonable to your mind is the chal- 
lenge in I John 3:16-18? 

Write down the names of those Christians you know who 
are so concerned about winning their fellows to Christ as to 
be recognized for their zeal. Suppose that in China a con- 
vert to Christianity never spoke to his neighbors about his 
faith and hope. What would you think of his Christianity ? 
Is your expectation concerning the Chinaman any more 
reasonable than if directed toward yourself ? 

Memorize Gen. 4 :g. 

Meditation : There is an annual gain of only seven per 
cent, on confession of faith in the Church in America! 
Think of it! Only seven for every hundred in a year! 
What must that mean of many who are doing nothing to 
win a single man ! Some years ago a well-known Christian 
was stopped on the street by a friend, with the question: 
" Mr. R., how long have we known each other? " " About 
fifteen years," was the reply. " You claim to be a Chris- 
tian ? " " Yes.'' " Well, do you believe that I must accept 
Jesus Christ, if I am saved ? " "I do." " And do you care 
whether or not I am saved ? " " Why, certainly ! " " Par- 
don me, I do not wish to hurt you ; but I do not believe it. 
Through these years we have discussed all sorts of topics, 
yet you never uttered one word to indicate to me that you 
cared about my soul. If you had cared, you surely would 
have spoken." Could anyone say such a thing as that to 
me? Do I care? 

PRiVYER: God of love, awaken my sluggish soul out of 
selfish unconcern to a genuine zeal for men ! 

11 
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STUDY 11. MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



3D Day — Saved to Serve 

Study 2 Cor. 5:14-21. Paul's writing has at times been 
called logic on fire, and again logic in tears. His thought 
is sometimes involved. Analyze this passage into its logical 
sequences. Note God's part, Christ's part, and the Chris- 
tian's part, in the work accomplished and to be accomplished. 
Note also the description of those who are not Christians, 
and the appeal to them. Can you put yourself in Paul's 
place and say this? If not, why not? Ought not every 
Christian say it gladly? Next read Luke 10:25-37. De- 
termine to your own mind what the motives were which im- 
pelled those who neglected the needy man, to pass him by. 

Meditation: No man can live unto himself. He may 
die unto himself, but to be alive means to grow. The mak- 
ing of character involves personal relations. Man is a so- 
cial being, and can therefore develop the fullest, noblest life 
only as he recognizes his obligations to his fellow-men. 
Human life involves the play of the affections, the place for 
sympathy, the opportunity to help, the duty to serve. Man, 
therefore, cannot faithfully bear his own burden except as 
he helps to lift the burdens of others. Only as one serves 
his generation as father, son, brother, husband, friend, citi- 
zen, can he realize his highest and strongest development 
into a useful manhood. But a manhood which is not useful 
is not worth living. The influence of every life counts. 
That influence is helpful or hurtful to others. Pre-eminently 
is this true in the spiritual realm. How am I influencing 
men ? It is for good or evil : which ? The man who takes 
Christ for his Saviour must also take Him for Master, to 
make Christ's purpose his purpose. Christ came " not to 
be ministered unto^ but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many." Here then is the rule of life for every 
follower of Christ. He is saved to serve. 

Prayer : O God, my Saviour, give me to see the nobility 
of true greatness in the spirit of Christ, and quicken in me 
the desire and purpose to help men, never to hinder ! 

12 
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STUDY IL MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



4TH Day — Service and Power 

Read Matt. 25:14-30. About which individual in the 
parable is the truth centred? By contrast with his failure, 
what is the philosophy of power taught in connection with 
the success of the others ? Is every man a servant ? What 
is the character of your service? Who is your Master? 
Are you trying to serve more than one master ? How does 
it work in the way of power, power over temptations, power 
to achieve duty? Have you grasped this great law which 
makes service the condition of power? What is the secret 
of David Livingstone's power in his day? What is the 
secret of Paul's power as a witness for Christ ? 

Memorize Rom. 6:16. 

Meditation: The spirit of service always means readi- 
ness to obey the laws which control the power. Edison's 
great power in the realm of electricity is explained by his 
readiness to obey the laws of electricity. The moment he is 
unwilling to do that, his power is gone. No man can avoid 
service. He must serve or die! But each man may de- 
termine what the service shall be. Here is our liberty, and 
therefore our responsibility. We cannot make the wind 
blow, but we can adjust our sails in obedience to the laws of 
the wind, and they immediately give us their power to go 
where we will. It is exactly so with the man who desires to 
have spiritual power. God will give His mighty power to 
any man who is ready to obey His law in faithful service. 
Whenever a man is willing for God to rule his life, his life 
is absolutely certain to reveal God's power. It was so with 
Paul and it was so with Moody. To-day, as ever, it may 
be so with men. And this is power both with God and men. 
Do I desire it? Let me realize that service means struggle, 
intense and persistent, in withstanding temptations to serve 
other than Christ. 

Prayer : O Lord, my Master, I belong to Thee ! May I 
remember that I am not my own, and may not keep back 
for self any power Thou hast redeemed. Help me to con- 
secrate my life, my all to Thee, to obey, and to be used by 
Thee 1 
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STUDY IL MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



STH Day — The College Student 

Paul was the college student among the early Christians. 
See Acts 22 13. His training made him capable to do what 
many with fewer gifts and less culture could not do. Moses 
was the college student of the earlier day. See Acts 7 122. 
The world owes more to Moses and Paul than to any other 
two men who have lived. But God was able to use Moses 
and Paul so fully because of the exceptional training, the 
conspicuous opportunities they had. Opportunity always 
means obligation. 

Read Luke 12:47-48. Is this verdict just? Can anyone 
escape it? Do you know what per cent, of the world's 
leaders to-day are college men? Is it a fair obligation to 
urge upon a college student that his responsibility is great 
according to his special privileges ? 

Memorize i John 2:14. 

Meditation: We live in an age thronging with prob- 
lems ; but the greatest of all is the combination of all into 
one, namely the problem of our young men. The young 
man of to-day is the prophecy of the coming condition of 
the home, the Church, the country. The enemy is massing 
his forces to capture the young men for hell. The followers 
of Christ must win them to the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
flower of our young manhood is in the colleges. The Chris- 
tian in the college has special opportunities to make his life 
count for unspeakable good. To be a positive Christian 
force as a college student is to wield a splendid influence for 
the highest life at a most strategic point. To win the col- 
lege student to Christ counts double for the progress of vital 
religion, and the uplifting of a wholesome life everywhere. 
Paul felt the debt he owed to men and responded to the call 
of God to duty. He flung himself with burning zeal into the 
work of saving men. We must save the young men. I 
must help. do this or be recreant to my opportunity! 

Prayer : O God, who hast given me special privileges, in- 
spire me with the ambition to win men to Christ, and gird 
me for the task by Thy grace ! 
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STUDY II. MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



6th Day — ^Allegiance to Christ's Church 

The means of divine grace are centred in the Church of 
Jesus Christ. The fundamental idea of the Church is in 
Eph. 1 122-23. The Church is the body : Christ is its soul. 
The Church is the organism : Christ is its life. The Church 
is the outward form : Christ is its formative principle. What 
does I Cor. i :2 teach concerning those who constitute the 
Church ? 

Make two definitions: one of the visible Church, the 
other of the invisible Church. Write down the advantages 
secured to men by the Church ; first, in its fellowship ; sec- 
ond, in its organization. How far does your experience con- 
firm the principle in Rom. 10:9-10? What eflFect upon 
friendship does the open avowal of it have? What is the 
inevitable inference from Acts 2 :47 ? How can one escape 
the clear teaching of John 12:42-43, as it reveals Christ's 
desire concerning our open allegiance to Him ? 

Meditation: The progress of the Kingdom of God in 
the earth is connected vitally with the condition and growth 
of the Church. Christ makes a valid claim upon all who 
hope in His salvation to do all in our power to purify and 
strengthen His Church. Since it is His body, if the Church 
be crippled, Christ goes limping. If the body fail to do the 
bidding of its Head, He suffers ! Do I ever cause Him to 
suffer? How much of self-denial have I ever endured in 
order to spare Him from pain? The Church needs new 
blood consecrated, positive, aggressive. The young people 
of the college should be seeking earnestly that sort of train- 
ing which will fit them for helpful service in the Church. 
This service is two- fold, personal and public: reaching the 
individual, and witnessing to the gathered company, or 
teaching in the class. 

Prayer : O Lord of my salvation, as I belong to Thee, 
do Thou make very dear to me the Church which Thou 
dost love as the apple of Thine eye ! Help me to centre my 
service for Thee in the life of Thy Church ! 
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STUDY II. MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 



7TH Day — The Daily Life 

Phillips Brooks was right when he ,said, " The main 
method of meeting scepticism must be, not an argument, but 
a man." Through the Church and the college, young men 
go out to their life-work to touch three distinct spheres of 
activity : the social, the commercial, and the political. 

Study Matt. 5:13-16 and John 15:1-8. In both of these 
passages Christ points His followers to one ambition. What 
is it ? What does salt do to make it a good figure of a whole- 
some life ? Wherein is light the best figure of true witnesses 
for Christ ? Have you inquired into the possibility of light 
being contaminated? Note that in John 15 there are three 
items emphasized, not simply the vine and branches, but 
also the husbandman. Hence Christ's thought of glorifying 
the Father. What should a Christian's ambition be when 
he once recognizes his responsibility in life ? 

Memorize Matt. 5:13-16. 

Meditation: The supreme ambition of the Christian 
must be to glorify God. Sadly must it be confessed the 
moral standards for daily life are far below Christ's teach- 
ing. The home is nearer that standard than the world of 
business, of society, and of politics. But certainly the fol- 
lowers of Christ must determine to glorify God in these 
spheres of activity ! The unanswerable evidences of Chris- 
tianity must go on two feet in and out of our homes, our 
college walls, our legislative halls, and our places of business. 
The demand is so strenuous for vigorous, wholesome Chris- 
tian living that we must fix the true ambition in the hearts 
of our young men to lift up the standard and to infuse a 
purer moral tone into all our community life. The atheist 
who visited Fenelon said, " If I stay here much longer, I 
will be a Christian in spite of myself." Such is the atmos- 
phere created by a life which glorifies God. What is the 
argument of my daily life ? Does it glorify God ? 

Prayer : My Father in Heaven, help me to seek first Thy 
Kingdom, and to live so that it may come fully into my 
life. Then give me grace to be so loyal to my King that I 
may never be a traitor in the eyes of God or men I 
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STUDY III. EQUIPMENT FOR WORK 



1ST Day — Reasons for Failure 

Read Is. 5:1-7. What does this passage teach concerning 
the responsibility for failure? What concerning the in- 
evitable outcome of the life that neglects the law of fruit- 
fulness? Write down a list of conditions sure to result in 
failure. By the side of these note, by contrast, the elements 
which secure success. 

Read Matt. 25:14-30. Why is the condemnation so se- 
vere upon one who does not even attempt to perform plain 
duty ? Write down the names of two persons who are suc- 
ceeding in Christian work, and determine what, in your 
judgment, explains their success. How far does the lack 
of equipment explain failure ? Even where there is a great 
desire and readiness to serve, what is the demand for careful 
preparation? What is necessary before a soldier is ready 
for war? 

Meditation : The consideration of this topic should lead 
me to a careful examination of my real life. There is a rea- 
son for my failure, whenever I fail. I must discover it 
definitely and face it honestly. The physician must ac- 
curately diagnose the disease, before he can apply his remedy 
with success. What is the explanation of my failure? Is 
it unconcern about men ? Or am I somewhat concerned, yet 
hesitate to speak? Do I hesitate for lack of faith that God 
will bless my effort? Or is it from my sense of unworthi- 
ness? Or is it because I know I am not properly equipped 
for the work ? If so, can I be satisfied to neglect the prepara- 
tion which will give me power and success in this noblest 
of all activities among men ? Shall I be willing to be writ- 
ten down a failure here in Christian service? Can I be 
ready to go to God to give my account, if I have not brought 
one soul to know Christ? 

Prayer : Search me, O God, and know my heart ! Help 
me to realize my need, and give me grace to be faithful in 
preparing myself to do Thy will ! 
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STUDY III. EQUIPMENT FOR WORK 



2D Day — Faith ; Taking God into Account 

Read carefully i Kings 18:17-39. What is your explana- 
tion of the sad condition into which Israel had come at the 
time of Ahab? What is the significance of Elijah's pro- 
posed test of fire, since Baal was the sun-god? Does the 
rainless condition in the land teach a relation between our 
spiritual and material prosperity? Do you think the exter- 
nal manifestations alone quickened the faith of the people 
in God? What else is suggested in the chapter as con- 
tributing to this end? What were the grounds of Elijah's 
faith at this time? Write them down, and determine how 
far they accord with the grounds of every man's faith in 
God. What is the great lesson in this chapter? 

Memorize Rom. 8:31. 

Meditation: The tap root of all my sin is unbelief. 
Therefore, one explanation of my failure which I must 
recognize is the lack of real faith in God. Everywhere on 
the page of Scripture I find the clear teaching that " God 
and one make a majority." In fact, wherever I find the 
record of a victorious soul, the secret of his victory is found 
to be his faith in God. It is this which leads Paul to say, 
'* I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me." 
How far have I forgotten God in my thought about Chris- 
tian service? How often have I found myself shrinking 
back because I have measured the task by my own weak- 
ness, and have not felt that I could attempt it? Suppose 
Elijah had done that at Carmel ! Suppose David had done 
that as he faced the giant! God never failed to honor 
genuine faith, and He has given me good reason to trust 
Him as I attempt my duty. 

Prayer: Lord, I believe. Help Thou mine unbelief! 
May I find inspiration in the fact that Thou hast always 
enabled Thy believing servants to accomplish that which 
Thou dost command I 
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STUDY III. EQUIPMENT FOR WORK 



3D Day — Purity ; Power with God 

Read Ps. 24:3-4, Ps. 66:18, i Cor. 3:16-17. Write down 
those qualities of character which you realize will be ac- 
ceptable to the God of holiness. Note the fact that " purity " 
involves them all, suggesting motive, thought, word, deed. 

Note that purity is determined by the law of contact. If 
two lives come into contact, one pure, the other impure, what 
will be the result? How far is influence involved in this 
law of contact? Does activity or passivity have to do with 
the result ? If you put a drop of ink into a glass of water, 
how will the result differ from that produced if you pour 
a barrel of ink into a running fountain? Now apply the 
law to the man who comes into vital, constant contact with 
Christ, and determine what the result will be, and why. 

Memorize Matt. 5 :8. 

Meditation : As I study the Bible, I find one command 
of God written large, namely : Be clean. All God's dealing 
with Israel, by law, by ceremonial, by providential discipline, 
teaches me this. I must be clean. If I am not clean, I must 
immediately get clean, and stay clean. The outward cleans- 
ings only pointed to the clean heart. So the New Testament 
is summed up in this requirement concerning my life. The 
outside may be a whited sepulchre, but God is not mocked. 
He knows my heart f If I compromise with known sin, God 
cannot use me. Paul calls the spiritual struggle to realize 
this precious victory " agonizing." O my soul, have' I 
agonised in prayer, in purpose, in striving with all the in- 
tensity of my powers, to be conqueror of sin? I must not 
be satisfied with less ! I must have this victory ! Otherwise 
I am conquered! 

Prayer : O my God, burn out whatever is impure in my 
life ! Let me not become the slave to sin ! Help me to con- 
quer all sin ! May I realize that only the pure in heart can 
see God. 
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STUDY III. EQUIPMENT FOR WORK 



4TH Day — Prayer ; the Quiet Hour 

Read Dan. 6:io, Mark 1:35, Acts 9:10-11. What im- 
pression do these passages make upon you as to the neces- 
sity of prayer in the life of a man of God ? Why did Christ 
need to pray much? What does Daniel's custom teach 
about systematic habits in one's religious exercises? 
'* Young men/' said Dr. Dale to a company of Christian 
students, "yo^ will not find time for very many things. You 
must make time for them." 

Write down the elements necessary to genuine prayer. 
How far is your list made from personal experience? What 
proportion of your prayers do you devote to asking bless- 
ings for others? What place must the element of inter- 
cession have in the prayers of those who are striving to save 
their fellow-men ? How far do the things we ask for de- 
termine the value of prayer? 

Memorize Mark i :35. 

Meditation: The Christian is like a diver who goes 
down into a world where the conditions press about him to 
crush out his life. He is in that world for work, yet not 
of it in fellowship. His life comes from above, and he must 
have the connection unbroken and unceasing^ The life of 
a real Christian is hid with Christ in Gk:)d. Prayer is the 
constant emphasis of the truth that man cannot have spirit- 
ual life apart from God. Christ Himself must have His 
morning watch, His quiet hour with the Father. Have I 
allowed the crowded hours to be my excuse for not having 
a set time for prayer and communion with God? I know 
I cannot afford to lose such a season out of my life. Do I 
feel the need of it? The will brings the way. 

Prayer: God of life, so teach me to number my days, 
that I may apply my heart unto wisdom! Help me to be 
faithful in giving a fixed time each day to communion with 
Thee ! Let me find the joy of that communion growing in 
my life. 
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STUDY III. EQUIPMENT FOR WORK 



5TH Day — ^The Bible; God's Ensamples 

Read 2 Pet. 1:21, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, John 20:31, i Cor. 
10:11, and John 5:39. Write down the teachings of these, 
passages concerning the fact of inspiration in the Scriptures : 
(i) As to its method, (2) as to its scope, (3) as to its pur- 
pose. 

Your conception of inspiration must be determined by the 
facts of Scripture, rather than the theories of men. God 
inspired men to write the record. Therefore, in the largest 
sense, this Bible is the inspired Word of God, But every- 
thing in the record is not inspired of God, as the devil's lies, 
or the lies of various people, or the false philosophy of Job's 
comforters, which God repudiated. We must see the dif- 
ference between the faithful record, and the fact that it con- 
tains much which God condemns, in word and deed. But 
by all this God teaches as clearly as by the direct revelation 
of truth and the fidelities of men. Therefore, the Bible is 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

Memorize 2 Tim. 3:16-17. 

Meditation: The Bible is the sword of the Spirit. I 
must be trained in the use of a sword, or it will be useless in 
my unskilled hand. I must know my Bible. Most of its 
history I find to be biography. If I would know the way 
of life, I must study the records of those lives which God 
has inspired men to write for my benefit. Some one in the 
Bible had my problem to solve. I will find my way made 
plain by seeing how God led others who needed the very 
help and guidance I need. The Christians who love their 
Bibles are the salt of the earth. I would have my life 
counted as one of these. 

Prayer : O God, my Light and my Salvation, open mine 
eyes that I may see Thy truth, and know it until it makes 
me free ! Show me Thy way, O Lord ! 
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Bth Day — Studying Men 

How far is successful fishing determined by the fisher- 
man's knowledge of the ways of the fish ? If you are to be 
a fisher of men, what must you do in the way of knowing 
thoroughly the person whom you desire to win to Christ? 

Write down those things which you think it important to 
learn about anyone in order to say you know him. In 
addition, when you are actually studying a man leave a 
margin for unknown factors. Patiently trust the Holy 
Spirit's power, as you begin this task. How long a time 
would you suppose it would take to learn, in a wise, kind 
way, enough about a person to open the conversation re- 
garding his religious life ? What is necessary on your part, 
in the way of sympathy and manifest interest, in order to 
win his confidence and responsive interest? Study John 
3:1-16, and John 4:5-26, to see how Christ dealt with two 
different kinds of people. Write down the points of likeness 
and unlikeness in your comparison of the passages. 

Meditation: Human nature is a constant quality. 
Therefore, all men are susceptible to a genuine sympathy 
and honest spirit. But no two people are alike. Each in- 
dividual I know has his own peculiarities. I must patiently 
r.nd prayerfully study the man I hope to win to Christ. I 
must know his past enough to appreciate his present atti- 
tude of mind and heart. I must consider his temperament, 
liis struggles, his disappointments, his needs. If I would 
catch fish, I must learn to win them. If I would win men, 
I must patiently study the means of approaching them suc- 
cessfully. 

Prayer : O my Saviour, Thou hast called me to be a fisher 
of men. Help me to be an intelligent workman, that I may 
be effective. Give me wisdom in understanding men ! 
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7TH Day — The True Spirit for the Worker 

The followers of Christ should know the 13th chapter of 
First Corinthians. That marvellous portrait of a true Chris- 
tian spirit should be reflected again in every human life, 
with increasing accuracy and beauty of reproduction. He 
who would find the secret of an effective work in winning 
men to Christ will find it here. Note that genuine love must 
be back of faith, and must reveal the following qualities : 

1. Unselfishness. This comes first. At bed-rock we have 
" seeketh not her own." Without this it is impossible to 
do much for God among men. 

2. Humility, It is honest in recognizing its limitations. 
" We know in part, and we prophesy in part.'* We do not 
assume to explain everything. 

3. Earnestness, Perhaps enthusiasm would be better still. 
It " rejoiceth in the truth." While we do not know every- 
thing, we do positively know some things. We have the 
reality of experience. 

4. Sympathy. This word's deepest meaning is " suffer- 
eth with." " It suffereth long and is kind. 

5. Patience. It " beareth all things, believeth all things, 
endureth all things." It takes time. 

6. Courtesy. It " doth not behave itself unseemly." Only 
a gentleman can have any one's respect. 

7. Trust. It " hopeth all things." It depends constantly 
and confidently on the Holy Spirit to guide, in conversation, 
in the use of Scripture, in reaching the heart and will. 

8. Perseverance. " Love never faileth." Perseverance is 
in two directions: laying hold on God, and laying hold on 
men. 

Memorize the entire chapter. 

Prayer: Love Divine, fix in me Thy humble dwelling! 
Let these qualities shine in my life, that I may glorify Thee 
and help men 1 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



1ST Day — ^Adam ; the Problem of Evil 

The Christian worker must be ready to meet inquiries 
concerning the problem of evil. Study Jas. 1:12-17, to 
find God's teaching about the way sin enters and grows in 
human hearts. Does this statement accord with your ex- 
perience ? Note also the teaching as to the place and power 
of the tempter in Job i :6-i2. How do these statements 
harmonize with that in James? Is there any guilt until you 
yield to the temptation ? How is every man's responsibility 
related to his power as a free moral agent ? Could there be 
moral character unless man had a free will, and the power 
to choose good or evil? What do our courts of justice 
prove concerning the universal recognition of man's re- 
sponsibility for his sin? When a jury condemns a man, is 
it believed he did not need to commit the wrong, and ought 
not to have done it? The first Adam must be studied in 
connection with the second Adam. 

Read Rom. 5:12-21 and i Cor. 15:20-23. What is the 
relative importance of the problem of the beginning of hu- 
man sin, and that of salvation from it? Never let a man 
get away from the fact of his responsibility for his sin, and 
also for his acceptance or rejection of an offered Saviour. 

Memorize i Cor. 15:21-22. 

Meditation: I am responsible for my sin! Moreover, 
others are affected by it ! What a lesson Adam teaches me 
concerning my influence ! But so does Christ teach me the 
way of life and an influence that is blessed. With which 
Adam must I be classed? How tremendously important it 
is to start right! To do that I must have Christ. The 
new life which conquers sin and death can only be pos- 
sessed by one who accepts Christ. 

Prayer : God of holiness, keep me from yielding to tem})- 
tation by learning Christ's victory over sin! May my in- 
fluence only be helpful ! 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



2D Day — Enoch; Immortality 

Enoch was to accomplish a great work for God and men. 
He was to be God's object-lesson to teach the glorious truth 
concerning the immortality of the soul. In earlier ages 
these object-lessons had a large place in God's methods of 
training His people. Are the objective events of to-day 
God's lessons to us ? 

Read Gen. 5 : 18-24. Note the contrast between the record 
of Adam and that of Enoch. Write down the points of dif- 
ference between their lives, taking into account the light 
contained in Heb. 11:5-6 and 13-16. Specify, in Enoch's 
record, the qualities which insure salvation. Two classes 
of redeemed are mentioned in i Thes. 4:13-18. To which 
will Enoch belong? Give an analogy in nature which points 
to the immortality of the soul. How were the Jews divided 
about this question of the resurrection? In what sense did 
Christ bring life and immortality to light? 

Memorize Heb. 11:5. 

Meditation: I read of other men that they died; but 
of Enoch that he " was not, for God took him." He was 
" translated that he should not see death." I am sure this 
was only possible in a man who gave himself completely to 
God. Enoch's translation was the concrete truth which 
linked the life of earth to the life of heaven. But his earthly 
life had so much of God in it as to make it natural that he 
should go right on in the living fellowship with God. The 
first work which God has for me is this Enoch sort, to live 
the life of faith and service so that when God takes me men 
will say, " He lives ! " There is an immortality of worth. 
Let my ambition be fixed upon truly worthy living. 

Prayer : God of Enoch, I too would draw nigh to Thee. 
Do Thou draw nigh to me. Help me to have this witness, 
that I please God ! Oh, put away from me that which keeps 
me from Thee ! 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



3D Day — Noah ; Building for God 

Read Gen. 6:8-22 and Heb. 11 7. When God desired to 
quicken a man's faith, He gave that man something to do. 
Generally this is a good rule to apply in trying to interest 
anyone in Christian Work. What qualities of character 
would His work develop in Noah, since he did it in obedience 
to the command of God ? Would any one of his neighbors, 
although considering the work foolish, doubt the sincerity 
of Noah's faith^ as they watched his life? What lesson is 
presented here concerning God's judgment because of sin? 
Although a " preacher of righteousness," note that Noah 
was not without weakness and sin. See Gen. 9 120-24. 

What are we taught here concerning God's willingness 
to use us, though we be imperfect and sinful? What was 
the work for which God was training Noah ? What is taught 
us here of the heroism which stands alone with God, against 
the world, in performing duty? 

Memorize i Cor. 3 :g. 

Meditation: Like Noah, God has called me to be a 
builder. I must not shrink from the task because of my 
conscious imperfections. Men are watching me just as they 
watched Noah, and they judge the quality of my faith by 
my work. What must their judgment be of me? Am I 
failing at any point because I have not learned to be faithful 
before God, no matter if it shall mean to stand alone ? Have 
I an ambition for Noah's heroism of faith? Can I doubt 
that if I am faithful, I will be preserving the faith for others, 
as Noah did? Am I learning to stand alone in the face 
of unsympathizing companions? 

Prayer : Help me, O Lord, to work out my salvation in 
faith, though with fear and trembling, as Thou dost work 
in me both to will and to do of Thy good pleasure I Help 
me to be true, even if that means to stand alone ! 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



4TH Day — ^Abraham's Lesson in Faith 

Read Gen. 12:1-9 and Heb. 11 :8--i6. Why was it neces- 
sary for God to call Abraham away from his people ? What 
is taught us here of the necessity of our being separated from 
our old life of sin when we fix our faith in Christ? What 
was the particular object upon which he fixed his faith? 
There is a tradition that Abraham destroyed the idols in his 
father's house during the struggle of his faith toward God. 
Does that tradition suggest a great truth for us to apply ? 

Make an analysis of Abraham's faith, writing down the 
elements which appear in the record. What kind of a con- 
ception of Christ do you think Abraham had? Judging by 
the whole story, do you suppose he was anxiously seek- 
ing to know what God desired him to do ? How definitely 
does God generally show men His plan for them? Does 
the character of our faith explain God's leadings ? 

Memorize Heb. 1 1 :8. 

Meditation: Again the thought of the reach of one 
man's influence profoundly impresses me. No one man did 
a greater work for the race than Abraham. God is calling 
me to a life of such faith as will enable me to exert an in- 
fluence for blessing through the years. But to live it I too 
must heed His command to " come out and be separate " 
from the life of sin. Have I the spirit of Abraham or that 
of Lot? I must be with one or the other in the desires of 
my heart. Have I learned the lesson of faith which obeys 
God's call to go where He directs ? 

Prayer: God of Abraham, "the dearest idol I have 
known, whate'er that idol be, help me to tear it from Thy 
throne, and worship only Thee ! " Cut me clean away from 
sin, and inspire me to obey Thy call for everything! May 
I not hesitate to obey even if I cannot see just what the 
end may be, so long as the duty is clear. 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



5TH Day — Abraham^s Lesson in Prayer 

Read Gen. 18:16-33. What is the logic of that spiritual 
development which shows us Abraham concerned about the 
people in Sodom ? Note the way his interest increased from 
concern about his immediate relatives to that for the whole 
city. What connection is there between the conviction that 
God must punish sin and our anxious effort to save men? 
Is a man's spiritual growth fairly measured by his concern 
for men ? Would you make this concern a test of Christian 
character? If one does not pray for others, is it fair to 
say that he does not care much about their real welfare? 

Is there another instance on record equal to this of a man 
pleading with God for the salvation of others ? What limit 
of boldness may we set to the prayer of true faith? How 
far will God honor such faith ? Do you know from experi- 
ence how Abraham must have felt ? Do you know a person 
threatened with the destruction of Sodom? Are you con- 
cerned earnestly about that person ? If not, why not ? 

Memorize John 15 17. 

Meditation: Has the burden of souls come upon me? 
How far do I really believe sin must bring its penalty? I 
find Abraham so distressed for the lives he loved that he 
was driven to God to plead for their salvation. Am I a 
stranger to that experience? Many a city, or cause, has 
been saved because of a faithful few. They are the salt of 
the earth. Is my influence counting with the saving power 
which is at work in the world? I must believe God will 
honor true faith in me, as surely as He did in Abraham. I 
am impressed with the difficulties which hinder a man from 
being faithful to Christ in a city. My soul be on thy guard. 

Prayer : O God, I long for power with Thee in the sav- 
ing of men ! May my life be righteous, that my prayer may 
avail ! 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



6th Day — ^Abraham's Lesson in Self-Denial 

Read Gen. 22:1-13 and Heb. 11:17-19. Every life has 
its crisis hour. It is that^moment when the soul decides be- 
tween the service of God and the satisfying of self. The 
choice of Christ as Saviour comes before this, in penitence 
and faith; but this goes deeper and touches the bed-rock 
of all Christ-like making of character. What is it in Christ 
which explains His power more than anything else? See 
Matt. 20 125-28, 

Is Abraham's self-denial evidence of real consecration? 
What other motive might have led him to obey, perhaps 
doubting that his action was best ? How much of the spirit 
of obedience is involved in self-denial ? In your experience 
in spiritual growth, does victory come through surrender 
to the will of God? How thoroughgoing was Abraham's 
self-denial? Write down the items which determine your 
judgment. 

Meditation: The only way I can prove my complete 
self-denial is by giving complete obedience to a chosen mas- 
ter. Christ alone is worthy of my loyal obedience. God 
calls me to face my crisis hour, and to choose between self 
and self-denial. I wonder that Abraham did not stagger 
at the command of God, or that his heart did not break at 
the final test. But I find the explanation in the law of con- 
secration, according to which one act of consecration leads 
to another and another, until the soul is willing to let go of 
the last thing that might hinder complete consecration to 
God. How far is that law ruling in my life? What is the 
inevitable outcome of a life of self? The only complete 
victory for the Christian is secured by complete surrender. 
It means a vital struggle against self. 

Prayer : O Thou who didst so love me as to give Thine 
only-begotten Son for my salvation, oh, help me to be will- 
ing to lay my most precious possession upon Thine altar ! 
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STUDY IV. ADAM TO ABRAHAM 



7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character- Study 

Read again Rom. 5 :i2-2i and Heb. ii ii-ig. One of the 
very best ways to learn to know men is to study a group of 
characters, bringing out comparisons and contrasts. By this 
method individuahty becomes conspicuous. 

Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, what a different quaUty 
of manhood each suggests ! What did they all have in com- 
mon? Which of the four would seem to be placed first in 
the favor of God ? Why ? Write the most prominent char- 
acteristic of each of the four. Was Adam all negative in 
his character and life? Give a reason for your answer. 
Are we to suppose Enoch had no weaknesses because they 
are not recorded ? Specify the points in Enoch's character. 
Must we make allowance for the moral standards of their 
times in estimating Noah and Abraham? Write down the 
strong points in the characters of both of these men. Re- 
member God gave the same opportunities to Adam and to 
Enoch. Each man determined his destiny by his attitude 
toward the will of God. Note how these men were weak 
when concerned for self, and strong when interested in 
others. Specify the different methods God used in training 
Noah and Abraham. What does this teach as to their dif- 
ferent temperaments ? What did Noah need in order to fit 
him for the work? What was Abraham's need? 

Note how the study of this group teaches the importance 
of dealing directly with men in telling them about their sin ? 
Is anything worth while until you lead a man to confess his 
sin? God always demands this. Let men know it is God's 
demand, not yours. You bring the promise of forgiveness. 

Memorize i John i :8-9. 

Prayer : O Thou who knowest the heart of man, give me 
wisdom in the study of character, that I may be wise in 
helping men! May I learn sympathy in larger measure, 
and thus find access to many hearts. 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



1ST Day — ^Joseph's Discipline 

Read Gen. 37 and 39. Omit 38. Joseph probably had 
instruction about Jehovah from his grandfather Isaac. 
Moreover his life would receive the benefit of Jacob's new 
religious experience after the struggle at Peniel. Were Jo- 
seph's dreams such as to make his father's rebuke deserved ? 
Give a reason for your answer. What value are we to at- 
tach to the dreams recorded in Scripture? 

Write down the items which prove how much Joseph's 
life was marked by sufferings because of the sins of others. 
Then specify wherein his life was devoted to the welfare 
of others. What value, in his discipline, did his loneliness 
contribute ? Write the instances in which he made the best 
of hard and discouraging situations. What explained his 
splendid victories out of fierce trials and temptations ? How 
was it that he won the confidence and friendship of every- 
one? Could God have used him, if he had not been true? 
We have noted that God has used imperfect men, but often 
a man is used of God because his fidelity at the time of severe 
testing is the very occasion of the larger service which 
follows. 

Meditation : I find in Joseph a well-nigh perfect soldier 
of the Cross. Out of the fire he came pure and strong, know- 
ing that " God was with him." How steadfast would I be, 
if led to suflFer as Joseph suffered ? How true would I be, 
if tempted as he was tempted? I find his fidelity costing 
much, but he preferred the prison to impurity. What a fight 
he must have had to keep on hoping against hope ! Ah, it 
was all explained by his living faith in the God of Israel! 
Joseph reveals to me an undimmed vision of God. His com- 
munion with God was constant. What of mine? 

Prayer: God of Joseph, if Joseph's discipline be neces- 
sary for me that I may have Joseph's victory, then I ask 
Thee to prepare me for Thy service, as Thou seest best ! I 
do not seek the trial, but I would not shrink from it, if only^ 
Thy grace be given. 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



2D Day — ^Joseph Witnessing for God 

Read Gen. 41 : 14-40 and 45 :i-i8. Note how Joseph con- 
stantly attributes everything good in his life to God. Note 
how the men with whom he deals recognize him as a man 
of God who is being used of God. Specify the statements 
of different people to show this, as Pharaoh, his brethren, 
etc. What then was the secret of Joseph's wonderful power 
with men? How far did Joseph's spiritual influence con- 
tribute to his material success? Or vice versa f This is an 
interesting question. In Joseph's life, and in others, there 
appears some relation between spiritual and material suc- 
cess. But no law exists which determines such a relation. 

Write down the points in which Joseph is a type of Christ. 
Is there another character so like unto Christ's as his in Old 
Testament records ? Mark that it was Joseph's supreme de- 
sire to have men believe in the God of Israel. As Joseph's 
treatment of his brethren comes to your memory, express 
your judgment of the spirit in which he dealt with them. 

Memorize Gen. 41 :i6. 

Meditation : The greatest element of power in any life 
is that pervasive influence which leaves no doubt that a soul 
has come to be possessed of God, so that God is ever dwelling 
in the man. I find that men believed God lived thus in 
Joseph. Do men say this of me? If God be in my life, as 
He was in Joseph's, men cannot fail to discover it. If, there- 
fore, they have not felt that I live in close communion with 
God, what change in me is necessary to secure that recogni- 
tion ? Can I be satisfied with a life less thoroughly given to 
God than Joseph's? 

Prayer: O God, be Thou the explanation of my life! 
Keep me as Thou didst keep Joseph. Use me as Thou didst 
use him. Be glorified in me as Thou wast in him! Let 
men say of me — He witnesses to the indwelling life of God. 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



3D Day — Moses Learning by Mistakes 

Read Heb. 1 1 124-27. How do you explain Moses's choice, 
reared as he was in Egypt ? What is your conception of his 
faith in Christ? Do you think that Moses had a faith in 
God as the deHverer of Israel which expected anything more 
than deliverance from Egypt ? We find the Jews of Christ's 
time expecting an earthly Messianic Kingdom. Do you 
think any of these earlier men expected more? Was this 
a faith different from that of any other man of his day ? 

Now read Ex. 2:11-15. Does this rather bring us down 
to a different Moses from that pictured in Hebrews ? How 
do you explain this? Ought we always to see the ideal 
Christ to be formed in every man as we begin our work 
with him, and strive to lead him on and up ? Can you men- 
tion one instance where God bids us to learn by attempting? 
Also one where experience results in knowledge and skill 
because of the mistakes and failures made in trying? This 
second instance need not be recalled in Scripture, but from 
history and observation, if you can recall a case in point. 
What was the matter with Moses's zeal ? Was the lack of a 
wise plan for helping his people the explanation? In what 
else did he fail at first ? 

Memorize Psalm 119:71. 

Meditation: My mistake may be a stepping-stone to 
success. I have ideas of the way I will help men, in which 
I trust my wisdom and ability, but my plan turns out badly, 
and I am discouraged, as Moses was. He decided he had 
been mistaken about God's wanting him to help Israel, and 
he ran away. Have I ever given up as readily? Moses 
wanted to help, but he forgot the need of God's leadings. Is 
it so with me? Have I profited by my mistakes? Have I 
purposed to overcome failures? 

Prayer: O Thou, who wilt not forsake Thy believing 
children, let me not be cast down by my mistakes, but may 
I learn by them how not to do the wrong thing. 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



4TH Day — Moses Resisting God's Call 

Read Ex. 3:1-22 and 4:1-18. Why did Moses flee from 
Egypt, since it was not from fear of the king? Heb. 11 :27. 
Had he remained there, trusting God, would God have used 
him sooner? Do you think Moses in his solitude ever got 
away from the question " Does God want to use me in 
saving Israel ? " Note how his quiet hours with God tend 
to fit him for the coming task? Do you think Moses had 
begun to be willing to serve God when he saw the burning 
bush? Why was a crisis necessary to show him his real 
state of mind and heart ? 

Write down the excuses Moses gave in resisting God's 
call. Note how patiently God refuted all of them until 
abundance of evidence showed them to be unworthy. What 
do you understand by the statement, at that point, about 
God's anger? Why was it necessary to bring in Aaron to 
assist Moses? 

Note that Moses lost out of his life a certain element of 
completeness in what he did. God was unable to use him 
fully, because he was not willing to be used. Aaron must 
be his supplement. He does not enter Canaan. 

Memorize Ex. 4:12. 

Meditation : Is God calling me to help in saving Israel ? 
Is He telling me of the cry of His people in China, in India, 
in the haunts of sin in the cities? Has the question from 
which Moses tried to escape gotten its grip upon me ? Am I 
resisting God's call? Do I condemn the course of Moses? 
How can I do other than obey and go? Surely God will 
equip me as He was ready to equip Moses for the work! 
Do I believe God will somehow save the world without hav- 
ing any part in the work for me ? Is that enough ? 

Prayer : O God, make me ready to heed Thy call, where- 
ver it may lead. Teach me to heed the signs of Thy pres- 
ence, guiding me! May I not lose my opportunity to be 
used of Thee. 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



5TH Day — Moses Teaching God's Law 

Read Ex. i8 113-26 and 19 : 1-6. Does the record give evi- 
dence of an experience which enabled Moses to grow some- 
what naturally into his great work as lawgiver ? Is Jethro's 
advice to be considered as a merely human suggestion? Or 
is it important to see that God works by all such means? 
What is the one great fact, as suggested in the 19th chapter, 
which God counted important for the people to realize con- 
cerning Himself? Could Moses so successfully have given 
these laws to Israel, if he had not personally realized their 
worth in his own relation to God ? 

Read here chapter 32:1-6, 15-19, 25-35. Note that the 
principle of decision, in view of the conditions, must be 
most thoroughly applied. It is always so in principle. 
Hence, in our day, the importance of a definite decision for 
Christ before one will be likely to give Him loyal allegiance. 
In the account of Moses's intercession for his people, what 
seems to be his conception about God's forgiveness? Is 
there anything to justify his view? 

Meditation : I find it is only after Moses has learned to 
obey God that he can be used of God to give the law to others. 
So if I would be used of God in helping others to do His 
will, I know I must learn to do it faithfully myself. My real 
vision of God will determine my real sense of duty, and of 
obligation to do the will of God. I find that God required 
Israel to abstain from the sins of the surrounding nations. 
So I must not make my neighbor's life my standard; but 
God's holy will. Have I been ready to accept the oppor- 
tunities offered to teach God's law, perhaps in the Sun- 
day-school, or elsewhere ? It is an honor and a blessed task. 

Prayer : God of holiness, give me a vision of Thee. Give 
me to know the perfect law of liberty in my service of Thee ; 
then I may point others to Thy way of life ! 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



6th Day — Moses Building by God's Pattern 

Read Heb. 8. The fact of God's guidance becomes in- 
creasingly prominent in Israel's history. The people became 
accustomed to turn to Jehovah in the time of extremity. 
This was the constant custom of Moses whenever any diffi- 
culty or perplexity arose. As you see the Moses who com- 
pletes the Tabernacle, and recall the Moses of Ex. 2, what 
is the evidence that he has been building a character after 
God's pattern? Write out the qualities of character which 
appear in evidence of spiritual growth in the life of Moses. 

Glance over Ex. 36. What point in the account impresses 
you especially? Does Scripture generally teach that God is 
concerned about the last detail ? Had Moses come to desire 
to have his life exactly what God wanted in every least part 
of it ? Do we really appreciate God's will until we desire to 
obey it in the least particular ? God loves perfect holiness. 

Memorize 2 Cor. 3:18. 

Meditation : " Trifles make perfection, and perfection is 
no trifle." Am I concerned about the " little " sins, the com- 
mon weaknesses of which I am conscious ? Do I realize that 
I must build for God's indwelling, if I desire God to dwell 
in my life ? I know that any other building will not be worth 
while. Am I learning, as Moses did, to do God's will more 
exactly? Do I watch for the leading of the pillar of fire and 
cloud, and follow that ? Is there a holiest place where God 
comes in to overshadow my soul? God has given me the 
divine Pattern in my Saviour, Jesus Christ. Am I striving 
to be like Him in all things? Let me ever remember that 
Christ's supreme purpose was to help men. He appealed 
to men to believe in Him because of His sinlessness. So 
my ambition must be to live a righteous life in order to have 
greater power with men. 

Prayer: O Thou who hast given me the light of the 
knowledge of Thy glory in the face of Christ, help me to see 
that victory is never final until it is complete in righteous- 
ness. 
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STUDY V. JOSEPH AND MOSES 



7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

We have before us the two men whom God trained and 
used in His dealings with Israel in Egypt. Write down 
the analysis of each character, giving the points of strength 
and points of weakness in each. Which was the stronger? 

Of what value to Joseph was his dreamy temperament? 
Does it explain his hopefulness ? Does it explain his gift at 
interpretation? Did Moses have this element in his tem- 
perament? Specify where Joseph displayed tact in dealing 
with men. Was his foresight the dreamer's gift turned to 
account in a special channel ? Was he too severe in dealing 
with his brethren? How does his faith in God compare 
with that of Moses in steadfastness? Did Joseph manifest 
as great zeal as Moses? Was Joseph as intense as Moses? 
What comparison is to be made as to the executive ability 
of each? Joseph was prime-minister of Egypt for many 
years. Wherein did Moses require resources, which Joseph 
did not demand, in leading Israel, and organizing a nation? 

Which of the two men seems to have more of sympathy 
for sinful men ? Which was given the larger vision of God ? 
Which reveals the greater struggle in his own personal ex- 
perience in striving to do the will of God? Which was 
chastened the more in personal trials and sufferings ? Which 
was the more successful in bringing men to a knowledge of 
God? Now recast your analysis, made at first, and see if 
you would make any changes in it. 

Meditation: How few were the men whom God could 
use in those days! And is it not true that even now the 
willing workers are few in comparison to the number who 
know the way of life? What is my attitude toward God's 
call? 

Prayer : O Thou who hast promised wisdom, help me to 
discriminate carefully in studying men, so that I may be 
.wise in reaching them with the truth ! 
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STUDY VI. JOSHUA TO DAVID 



1ST Day — ^Joshua's Early Test 

Can you think of an instance where God ever subjected 
anyone to a test which he was not able to bear? What 
preparation had Joshua for his day of testing? Note three 
facts recorded: (i) In Ex. 17:14, (2) Ex. 33:11, and (3) 
Num. 1 1 :25-29. In what three directions would these ex- 
periences develop Joshua ? 

Read Num. 14:1-10 and 26-39. Why was he chosen to 
represent his tribe among the twelve spies ? Did the quality 
of his faith in God, fixed before he entered Canaan, have 
much to do with his convictions about the difficulties which 
others feared? Do we hear anything of Caleb before the 
spies are chosen? (Every student should have a commen- 
tary at hand.) When did Joshua discover that Caleb agreed 
with him ? Which of Joshua's two tests was more severe : 
the first, withstanding the ten ; or the second, withstanding 
the multitude ? What was the secret of Joshua's steadfast- 
ness ? Note how Joshua's steadfastness involved the welfare 
of many others. No man can tell how far-reaching his in- 
fluence will be. Always make this question of influence upon 
others prominent in determining matters of duty. 

Meditation : Joshua was the most prominent young man 
of his tribe ; but so were the other eleven each first in his 
tribe. Endowment of gifts only makes the condemnation 
greater when we fail. I know college students who are the 
chosen ones of the family. Others toil that they may rise. 
Great expectations centre in the chosen one. How far is 
this true of me ? My test is to be found in the use I make 
of my privileges. It means for me, as for Joshua, choosing 
right, no matter who may try to dissuade me. Joshua did 
not flinch from his choice, though nearly all were against 
him. I too cannot have the victory until I fix my final choice 
alone with God. 

Prayer : God of Joshua, I would realize first Thy desire 
for me ; then I shall realize all worthy hopes loved ones have 
set upon me. 
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STUDY yi. JOSHUA TO DAVID 



2D Day — ^Joshua's Leadership 

What was the effect of the wilderness journey upon 
Joshua, considering him in the light of his record before 
and after? If you can write from memory any of the in- 
cidents of that journey, state what result each would prob- 
ably effect in Joshua's training. 

Read Num. 27:18-23 and Deut. 34:9; Joshua 1:1-9 ^Jid 
24:14-18. Is there any shrinking in Joshua, as in Moses, 
when called of God? Specify the evidence of his prompt 
and positive qualities of leadership. How did his example 
influence the people, as compared with his commands ? How 
constantly did he exalt God before the people? Specify 
three instances. Joshua and many hindrances and discour- 
agements, but he persisted steadily in overcoming all of 
them, that Israel might be established. The same spirit 
must be present in the purpose to lead a man to Jesus Christ. 
What was the effect of Joshua's leadership? See Judges 
2:7-11. What is the strongest element in Joshua's char- 
acter, as you survey its influence ? 

Memorize Joshua i :g. 

Meditation : The college student is destined to enter into 
leadership, if he be faithful to his opportunities, and true in 
the midst of the tests that purify and strengthen his life. 
I find the spirit of obedience very strong in Joshua. This 
was inspired by an unshaken conviction that God would give 
the victory to every man who trusted and obeyed Him. Is it 
not just as certain that God will do the same thing for me? 
Do I believe it ? Have I stood the early test of fighting the 
first foes of temptation and conquering them? If not, I 
understand why my influence does not count for much. 
What is my ambition concerning obedience to the will of 
God ? I must recognize fully Joshua's tremendous influence 
with men because of his example, in which his fearless in- 
dependence of human opinion shines in his purpose to obey 
God. The same thing may be true of me. 

Prayer : O God, Thou art calling me to accept every op- 
portunity offered to lead men helpfully. Give me grace to 

do it! 
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3D Day — Gideon Taught Dependence on God 

Read Judges 6:11-40. What had been Gideon's thoughts 
in the days before his vision? What had been his father's 
influence? If someone were to tell you the Lord is with 
you, would you be any more ready to believe it than Gideon ? 
What was hopeful about him, even if he had some doubts? 
Specify the evidence of his positive quality of character. 
What was the reason for his fear when he found he had 
seen an angel of God " face to face " ? Why did God com- 
mand him first to destroy the altar of Baal? What more 
was needed ? Why ? What was the value of the second test 
of the fleece ? 

Now read the story (Judges 7:1-22) of the reduction of 
the forces, and show why each test was made. For what 
was God training Gideon in all this ? Why was it still neces- 
sary to let him overhear the story of the Midianite's dream ? 
What is the lesson in the kind of means used ? 

Meditation : Israel needed a human leader as well as the 
help of God. God also needed a man whom He could use 
in order to save Israel. It is just so now. God needs men 
in order to save men. He needs me in order to reach some- 
one whom I can reach, by God's help, better than any other. 
Am I willing to go ? Again I observe that a vision of God 
quickens the sense of duty. As Gideon realized that some- 
thing was needed in Israel, so I realize that same need now ; 
but as Gideon lacked the clear faith in God's power and will- 
ingness to help, so I lack that same faith. If I am but one 
of a small band, let me remember God's lesson is for me. 
One may put a thousand to flight. Are there any idols I 
must first destroy, before I can build my altar to God, and 
before God can use me to help men ? 

^ Prayer : Lord God, " the dearest idol I have known, what- 
e'er that idol be, help me to tear it from Thy throne, and 
Avorship only Thee." Then give me unshaken faith to be- 
lieve Thou canst always give me the victory. 
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4TH Day — Samuel God's Child 

Read i Sam. 3:1-21. What special emphasis does the 
inspired record place upon the character of Samuel's child- 
hood? (i Sam. 2:26.) What does God intend to teach by 
this? What is the tendency of young men in the matter 
of being concerned about a child ? What advantage is there 
in influencing a child for God over influencing one older? 
Why should one who desires to be proficient in winning 
people of all ages to Christ give special attention to boys 
and girls? 

What advantages will every Christian worker secure, in 
the way of training for winning souls, by taking a Sunday- 
school class ? There is no better training-school for a young 
man than such a class. Many a college student has found 
such service a great help in many ways. Study the child. 
In all the splendid career of Samuel, this is the most distinc- 
tive fact about him, his remarkable childhood. Who can 
doubt that this has much to do with explaining the life ? 

Memorize Prov. 8:17. 

• 

Meditation : It is a law of the land that no child under 
seven can commit a crime. The law judges that in some 
children moral responsibility is not appreciated before that 
age. Between the ages of seven and fourteen exceptional 
cases are recognized. Recently a boy of seven was appre- 
hended in New York City ! You will find children from ten 
to fourteen in our reformatories. But at fourteen the boy 
or girl is fully amenable to law, and is pronounced morally 
responsible, as the result of wide investigation. Therefore, 
at fourteen a child may choose a guardian for life. But if 
so, then a life choice of Christ may be made intelligently. 
We must save the child. Do this, and all our problems will 
be solved. Moreover, to win a child to Christ is to secure 
a full life of service with no wasted years. 

Prayer: Our Father, give me the spirit of a child, and 
sympathy for the young. 
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5TH Day — ^David's Repentance 

Read 2 Sam. 12:1-14 and Psalm 51 and 32. Why is 
the sin of David made more conspicuous than that of any 
other man in Israel? What is taught us concerning God 
as a respecter of persons? What is your explanation of 
David's fall, after his victories over the wild beasts and the 
giant ? When do we finish this " good fight of faith " ? Why 
did not David's vigorous activities as the champion of Jeho- 
vah prove a safeguard against temptation? What is the 
danger against which a Christian must guard who is busy 
in outward activities? Note that David was not allowed 
to build the temple because he had been a man of blood and 
war, whereas the temple stood for life and peace. If any 
man is to have part in building God's temple among men, 
he must be at peace with God, and seek the way of life for 
himself and others. How will you explain David's repen- 
tance, whereas many others^ who sinned grievously, did not 
repent? Where is the evidence of his genuine repentance? 
Why is he said to be " a man after God's own heart " ? Why 
was Christ called the Son of David ? 

Memorize i John 1 19. 

Meditation : The most important fact concerning those 
men of the Bible who found favor with God is not that they 
were better than other men, not that they had sinned less or 
more; but that they were penitent sinners. They found 
favor with God because they honestly confessed their sin. 
I find that a king's purple robe cannot mask his black heart 
from God's eye. It is of vital importance that I be keenly 
sensitive about my sin, with genuine sorrow because of it; 
and that I confess it and shun it. I must not be so busy 
about God's work as to forget God and fall into sin. My 
heart life must be pure. 

Prayer : Thou art not mocked. Let me not imagine that 
I can compromise with sin and have Thy blessing. Create 
in me a clean heart, O God ! 
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6th Day — David^s Inspired Songs 

Read Psalms i, 19, 23, and 91. 

At the same time that Homer was singing of the siege of 
Troy, David was touching the heart of humanity with those 
marvellous expressions of inner experiences which are as real 
and intense to-day as they were three thousand years ago. 

Why is it, with Homer's superior and brilliant intellectual 
genius, that David has greater power with men? Men 
thought of Homer's deities as having all the imperfections 
of human beings. What impression is made upon you as 
you think of David's God ? Would you rather have Homer's 
fame, or David's power ? Why could God use David as He 
could not use Homer? Note the fact of tremendous sig- 
nificance, that infidelity is songless. Only true faith can sing 
in sincerity and truth. The world needs a joyous Chris- 
tianity. The followers of Christ must learn to carry happy 
faces everywhere, telling of victory in the soul. 

Memorize Ps. 33:1. 

Meditation : I find no song in the Book of Genesis. Not 
until redemption is experienced is a song of praise recorded. 
We find it first at the Red Sea, when Israel was delivered. 
I discover, therefore, the secret of praise to be the sense of 
being at peace with God. In the nature of things, there 
must be harmony in the soul before there can be a song 
on the lips. Discord follows estrangement from God. Thus 
I begin to understand the spirit of David's songs, and the 
reason their influence abides. He pictures the heart in right 
relations to God. Holy living is the condition of abiding 
joy. It is a great work which David accomplished. I too 
may so live as to help men to see how blessed it is to be at 
peace with God. 

Prayer : God of peace, give me a song in my heart. Then 
open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
I would learn to rejoice in all things. 
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7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Always write the answers to the questions on the 7th day. 
The analysis will frequently involve a general knowledge 
of the characters not set forth in the passages used in the 
daily studies. In such case, when your general knowledge 
does not include the desired information, pass the point, 
and finish the study. At the end, if there be time, look up 
the subject, or keep it for some future investigation. 

Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, David. They are the four men 
who did the most to construct the national life of Israel. 
What would you specify as the distinctive characteristic of 
each man? What is the quality of temperament in each? 
Specify the order in which you would place them in view 
of the personal struggle to overcome sin. What would have 
been the result if the work of any one of the four had been 
left out ? What suggestion appears in this fact touching the 
estimate we must place upon any man's work in view of 
the time in which he lived, and the way he met the special 
demand made upon him then ? 

Which of the four would you count the strongest char- 
acter? Specify the weak points and the strong points of 
each. Of the four which was ripest in spiritual develop- 
ment ? Does Samuel or David show greater skill in dealing 
with men? Present a reason for your judgment. Of the 
four men which shows the greatest faith in God? Which 
seems to depend on God most fully in the performance of 
duty? Which is the greatest sinner? Which exerts the 
greatest influence for good to this day? What a lesson con- 
cerning the grace of God ! 

Meditation: Let me earnestly strive to be constructive, 
to build up, to strengthen, to establish that which is good 
and helpful. 

Prayer: O God, as I strive to build up Thy kingdom, 
give me the faith of Joshua, the obedience of Gideon, the 
devotion of Samuel, the sincerity of David. May I be true 
to my duty, in my place, in my day ! 
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1ST Day — Elijah's Work of Reform 

Read i Kings 17 and 18:22-39. What do we know about 
Elijah's earlier life? Write down the spiritual experience 
involved in his words, " The Lord God of Israel before 
whom I stand." In His training of Elijah what special les- 
son did God teach him : ( i ) In the feeding of the ravens ? 
(2) In the replenishing of the widow's oil? (3) In reviv- 
ing the widow's child ? 

Note how the miracles, with which God authenticated His 
messengers, struck at the popular faith of the people in false 
gods? Specify from memory, if you can, other instances 
where the miracles were intended to show the people that 
their gods had not power to withstand Jehovah. What are 
we to think of the spirit of Elijah in his treatment of the 
prophets of Baal ? Why did he not try to win them, as well 
as the people, to Jehovah ? Reread the lesson on " faith " 
found in Study III., 2d day. 

Memorize i Kings 18:37. 

Meditation : I find that Elijah won the people by con- 
vincing them that God is mightier than Baal. Just so, if I 
hope to win men, I must prove to them that God is mightier 
than self in my life. I too must show the miracle of grace 
which enables me to cast down the idol I have set up. Only 
the faith which takes God into account can do it. Elijah 
was mighty in standing before men because he could say, 
" I stand before God." Even so, as I stand before God, I 
will have power among men. Moreover, I must be gen- 
uinely persuaded that men must believe in God if they can 
ever be truly blessed. Has this conviction become an in- 
tense reality in my inmost soul ? 

Prayer: O Thou who art mighty to save, make Thy 
victory in my life complete. When I wander, draw me back 
again. Help me to win others who are forgetting Thee. 
Let the baptism of fire come upon me ! 
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What is the lesson in the fact that God was not in all the 



2D Day. — Elijah Cast Down, Exalted 

Read i Kings 19:1-16, 2 Kings 2:1-11, and Jas. 5:16-20. 
What! Elijah discouraged? Ah, yes, splendid hero as he 
was, yet he was human. How do you explain his sudden 
collapse? With all his mighty faith, described by James, 
what element of weakness appears in his life at this juncture? 
Why did God let him alone for a time ? Then how did God 
go about the task of strengthening him ? Is there any teach- 

: ing here regarding Christian duty to feed hungry bodies be- 

I fore expecting to reach hungry souls ? 

noise and demonstration, as He was in the still small voice ? 
What further lesson in the fact about the seven thousand 
faithful ? What does his calm confidence, as he contemplates 
the end of his earthly life, indicate regarding Elijah's com- 
plete uplifting again? 

Memorize Is. 35 14. 

Meditation : Do I become discouraged because I do not 
see results as I would like ? Then let me remember the seven 
thousand in Israel, and remember that God sees results when 
I cannot. I must not be weary in well-doing. I must not 
imagine my work done until God calls me home. There are 
Jehus to be anointed, and Elishas watching to catch the in- 
spiration of a victorious going home at last. Elijah recalls 
Enoch to mind. Death has lost its power over the soul that 
trusteth in God. Elijah's victory was not for himself alone, 
as mine is not. What was translation for him is coronation 
for me, if I be " faithful unto death." 

Prayer: O God, infinite in mercy, keep me ever hope- 
ful, however dark the way ! I am so conscious of my weak- 
ness, so easily discouraged, so ready to turn back from an 
attempt to accomplish a duty, as soon as it proves hard. 
Give me grace sufficient! 
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3D Day — ^Elisha's Ministry of Healing 

Read 2 Kings 2:1-15, 4^1-37, and 5:1-17. How im- 
portant a part in Elisha's training would you ascribe to 
Elijah ? Specify in the passages cited how each incident was 
calculated to prepare Elisha for the work still to be done. 
What element of character would be strengthened by those 
experiences? Would you count the healing of Naaman the 
most conspicuous incident in Elisha's ministry? What In- 
ternational significance would it have ? Why did Elisha deal 
with Naaman as he did? How will this story of Naaman 
be helpful in dealing with a soul not yet Christ's? Specify 
the difficulties which had to be overcome before Naaman 
could be healed. Is there another Old Testament prophet 
whose ministry is more like Christ's than that of Elisha ? 

Meditation : I find God as ready to open the Jordan for 
Elisha, as for Elijah ; but it was because Elisha longed most 
of all to do God's work, as his master had done. " Accord- 
ing to your faith, be it unto you," is God's unfailing promise. 
Therefore it rests with me to determine how much of the 
blessing of God I shall have. It is exactly the lesson of the 
cruse of oil. Have I been bringing the vessels to God? 
What are my actual expectations from God? Have I any 
of Naaman's pride of heart, interfering with a readiness for 
simple obedience? If I would be wholly clean, I must dip 
in Jordan. I find Elisha suggestive of the Gospel of grace, 
rather than the law of works. He seems to anticipate the 
mind of Christ for men. Almost all his labor, unlike that 
of Elijah, was a labor of love, of healing, and of help. Let 
me seek to live thus. 

Prayer : God of all grace, I long to grow, grace for grace, 
even into the likeness of Christ. Help me to meet the con- 
ditions so that I may have power I 
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4TH Day — ^Jonah Shirking Duty 

Read Jonah i and 2 and Matt. 12:38-45. Is the book of 
Jonah prophecy or history? God's concern was not simply 
for Nineveh. He also purposed to teach Israel a great lesson 
from the repentance of Nineveh. The mission of Jonah, 
therefore, involved the welfare of impenitent Israel also. 

Make a clear distinction to your own mind between the 
miraculous and the providential in this record of Jonah. 
What made Jonah's task difficult? Why did Jonah resist 
God's call? Note how all the circumstances seemed at first 
to make it easy for him to disobey. Do you suppose Jonah 
imagined he could escape from God? Who else were in- 
volved in danger by Jonah's conduct? Why did his com- 
panions in the boat deem it necessary to cast him out? What 
significance would you attach to the fact that Dagon, the 
fish-god, was at that time the special deity of Nineveh? 
How does the philosophy of miracle apply here again ? Give 
the evidence of Jonah's honest repentance, when he found 
his escape vain. 

Memorize Jonah 2 17. 

Meditation : Have I heard God saying to me, " Arise, 
go " ? Until I do hear this call from God to myself, my bet- 
ter life is not yet begun. If I have heard God's call, am I 
resisting or obeying? All life is either an attempt to perform 
duty or to shirk it. Every deserter is trying to hide from 
God. I must resist the temptation to avoid duty. Only the 
honest recognition of duty, and the earnest effort to perform 
it, are worthy of a true man. Someone has said, " No man 
is an atheist in a shipwreck," but I must not wait until ship- 
wreck comes to me, before I heed God's call. 

Prayer: Lord God, who givest me to do only the right 
and best, help me to desire to know my work, and to attempt 
it with all my powers. I realize how prone I am to shirk 
plain duty. Help me to overcome this temptation by Thy 
grace. 
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5TH Day — ^Jonah Learning Mercy 

Read Jonah 3 and 4. Did Jonah's spirit of surrender and 
obedience involve the principle of the cross ? How much do 
you suppose the people of Nineveh kfiew of Jonah's remark- 
able experience? What effect would this knowledge have 
upon them in receiving Jonah's message? In what spirit 
do you suppose Jonah warned Nineveh ? Why was he dis- 
turbed at the thought of Nineveh repenting? Why did he 
grudge God's mercy to the Ninevites? How does God's 
method of dealing with him now differ from that used be- 
fore? What different attitude toward God himself does 
Jonah manifest? How much of real faith did Jonah have, 
with all his inconsistencies ? Just how did God show Jonah 
the place of mercy in the Divine dealings with men ? What 
is the reach of that mercy ? 

Memorize Luke 6 136. 

Meditation : Jonah seems to me to betray something of 
the spirit of the elder brother because the prodigal was for- 
given and restored. Have I ever been a little bit disgusted 
to learn that God had saved a poor fellow, for whom I had 
no respect ? Do I give place to a large faith that God is ready 
to save the worst man I know? Is not this very necessary 
if I am to be confident in striving to win men? If I have 
heretofore evaded God's will, am I now ready to learn from 
Jonah and go to attempt the neglected task? Is it not true 
that one reason I fail to attempt my task with confidence is 
because I do not honestly believe God is ready to reveal 
His grace unto those about me? Every man who has been 
successful has learned that God is wonderfully merciful. 

Prayer: O Thou whose mercy endureth forever, inspire 
me with large faith in Thy readiness and Thy power to save 
unto the uttermost. 
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6th Day — ^Joel^s Message of Pardon 

Read Joel i :i-i2 and 2 :i2-i9. Do you know of any form 
of human government in which mercy has no place ? It is a 
remarkable fact that the chief executive in every known gov- 
ernment possesses the pardoning power and the power to 
restore the guilty. This power to pardon is higher than that 
which condemns. Specify where Joel indicates this pardon- 
ing power to be a mark of God's character. What are the 
conditions which God demands in order to enable Him to 
pardon ? 

Would a governor be justified in pardoning an unrepent- 
ant man ? What is taught here of chastisement for sin, even 
though it be forgiven ? What warnings are given concern- 
ing the coming of God's judgments? It will be very help- 
ful to one striving to win men to Christ to make much of 
this great fact that God's pardoning power is above His 
law, and that repentant men may reasonably hope for for- 
giveness of sins. What lessons are suggested in Joel for 
one who is trying to win a man to Christ? Note the most 
striking promise of all spoken by Joel (2:28-32). When 
was it fulfilled? 

Meditation : Joel combined a very tender sympathy with 
his faithful condemnation of sin. One can say almost any- 
thing, when it is evident that it comes from a loving heart. 
I find Joel to be very familiar with the writings of Moses. 
One reason God could use him so effectively was that he 
knew his Bible. Another reason was that he loved men and 
longed to see them saved. Joel was very sure he was speak- 
ing God's word, and this gave power to his message. The 
only possible hope for me^ when I wander, is to return to 
God, and serve Him anew. 

Prayer : Fulfil in me Thy gracious promise of the gift of 
Thy Holy Spirit that I may witness for Thee with power. 
I praise Thee for Thy pardoning love ! May I also be quick 
to forgive rather than condemn. 
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7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, and Joel. They are the distinctive 
prophets of Israel's great reformation. Contrast the tem- 
peraments of Elijah and Elisha. Also those of Jonah and 
Joel, judging of the latter by his message. Specify the 
points of strength and weakness in the first three. Which 
of the three had the greatest personal struggle in being made 
ready for God's work? Why did God deal differently with 
Elijah* and Jonah when each was inclined to be despondent? 
How far may we fairly judge of Joel's personal experience 
by the tone of his message ? If we only had Jonah's message 
recorded, would it be a fair index of his character? Would 
you think the two messages differ in character so as to re- 
veal the man in one case rather than in the other? What 
does this somewhat uncertain study of Joel teach concerning 
the importance of knowing men as thoroughly as possible ? 

What is the most striking characteristic in each of the 
four men ? Which reveals the deepest spiritual experience ? 
Which is the strongest personality? What teachings con- 
cerning idolatry are emphasized by this group of men? 
What idols have place in our lives nowadays ? How far does 
each of these men teach divine mercy for penitent men? Is 
this teaching clearer than in the time of Moses? If so, why? 
Which of the four was most successful in reaching men? 
How far would the methods these men used be desirable in 
our time in bringing about a reformation? 

Meditation : . Reformation is the sign of life. Death is 
hopeless. But where life remains, there the renewing forces 
may quicken a new growth. True religion may be overlaid 
with much that God condemns, but out of its inmost heart 
the life will break forth sooner or later. What in me needs 
reforming? 

Prayer : O God, help me to be used in rebuilding Thine 
altars in the hearts of men, that all may worship only Thee. 
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1ST Day — Isaiah's Cleansing 

Read Is. 6:i-8. Tradition places Isaiah near to the royal 
family, and ascribes to him great influence in the nation. 
Note 2 Kings 20. He probably knew of the teachings of 
Hosea and Amos, and had been stirred by them to the con- 
viction that someone must speak for Jehovah. Then came 
the crisis-hour of his life. What was it in Isaiah's vision 
of God that gave him such a sense of his own sin? What 
led him to confess the people's sin, as well as his own ? 

What is taught us here of the certainty one may have of 
the very day and hour of conversion? Can everyone know 
this? Is there any special advantage in knowing it? What 
does this record teach as to the relation between genuine 
repentance and unhesitating readiness for service? Was 
Isaiah's personal experience necessary to his successful mis- 
sion among the people of Judah ? 

Memorize Is. 6:8. 

Meditation: Have I had Isaiah's vision in any degree? 
Do I realize that real cleansing from sin means emptying 
of self, because so often self keeps Christ out, as much as 
some overt sin ? Have I realized what my prayer for a clean 
heart must involve? Has my sense of my own sin been 
such as to cast me into the dust in real agony of soul ? Or 
am I undisturbed by it, and not profoundly concerned? I 
must have this matter of my sin in the sight of God honestly 
appreciated and confessed, with a cry to God for mercy. 
Then will come the burning coal and the willing service. 

Prayer: God of holiness, Thy love of purity must be a 
burning flame against impurity. Give me a real sense of my 
sin in all its unclean and subtle character, and cleanse me! 
I pray that Thou wouldst make my sin intensely real to my 
soul. May I not be content with a superficial confession. 
May I learn to hate sin and love the holy life. 
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2D Day— Isaiah's Outlook 

There are four elements to the prophet's messages to 
Judah. First is a judgment as to Judah's relation to God. 
Read Is. 5 11-9. Is this indictment applicable to the Church 
of Christ to-day ? Specify the items which seem to you ap- 
plicable to us. Second, Isaiah sees evil for his people in un- 
holy relations with the world powers about them, and warns 
them against such alliances. See Is. 8 \y-22. Have we here 
also warnings against our own worldliness as Christians? 
Do you believe Christians must earnestly separate them- 
selves from worldliness ? Third, Isaiah gave God's promise 
of restoration to His people. See Is. 10:20-23 and 11 :i-i2. 

Following close upon this promise, and related to it, is 
the prophet's vision of the reign of the Messiah. Did any 
other prophet have as clear a vision of Christ as Isaiah? 
Specify the points in the last passage given which set forth 
the true character of Christ as a Saviour for all nations. 

Meditation: I am profoundly impressed by the way 
Isaiah's heart is burdened for the souls of men. His words 
throb with a great anguish because the people are deaf to 
his pleadings, and thrill with a great joy as he catches his 
glorious vision of the redeeming love of God. Is not this 
for me to learn ? Must I not enter with all my soul into the 
sympathy for men which Isaiah had? Are not the truly 
great they who have done this? Was it not my Saviour's 
own spirit ? I know it may be cultivated. Am I anxious to 
possess it ? I am conscious of a narrow view of most things, 
a view which does not reach very far beyond my personal 
interests. But I see that it is the men who look to the ends 
of the earth who are truly great. 

Prayer : God of love, teach me what it means to have a 
great love for souls which compels one to strive for their 
salvation, even the constraining love of Christ my Saviour 1 
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3D Day— Jeremiah's Tears 

Read Jer. i. Analyze Jeremiah's attitude toward God's 
call to duty. How does God deal with his hesitation? 
Would you sometimes win a man by force, so to speak, 
where argument would fail? If so, what kind of tempera- 
ment would his be? 

Jeremiah was a man of tears. The problem of the place 
one's emotions should have in personal work is suggested. 
What is your judgment? Did Jeremiah's tears help to bring 
in the reformation under Josiah? Or were his tears only 
the marks of sorrow because of Judah's inevitable doom? 
Read Lam. 1:15-16 and Jer. 8:i8--9:3. Or were the tears 
due to the fact that God's people had forgotten His law and 
neglected His worship ? We are told that Jesus wept. What 
was the significance of the tears of Jesus? Can we any 
longer assert that tears are not consistent with a strong man- 
hood? Sometimes intense earnestness will prove more ef- 
fective in winning men than the keenest intellectuality. What 
lesson are we taught by the fact that Jeremiah persevered 
in his pleadings though the people rejected him? Why did 
it pay, even in his case ? Are you inclined to sneer at tears ? 

Meditation: I find Jeremiah often discouraged, but 
never daunted. He only redoubled his efforts to bring his 
infatuated people to their senses. How thankful should I 
be that my lot is cast in a time of great encouragement ! Yet 
it may be that God will call me to go into lands of heathen 
darkness where the conditions cannot fail to have much that 
discourages. Shall I shrink, if such a call comes to me? 
Have I ever been moved to tears at the sight of the awful 
blightings of sin? If men were more readily moved to 
tears, would there be better results in Christian work? Do 
I not discover less of self-assertion when the tears flow? 

Prayer : Gracious God, melt any hardness in my heart ! 
Give me the spirit of sympathy which takes to heart the con- 
ditions of my fellow-men. 
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STUDY VIII. ISAIAH TO DANIEL 



4TH Day — ^Ezekiei/s Lesson of Hope 

Read Ezek. 1:1-3. What significance do you attach to 
the fact that Ezekiel was always careful to fix the exact dates 
of all his prophecies and visions ? What was his aim in all 
his work among the exiles of Babylon ? Note that the ori- 
ental mind was quite familiar with the use of such fanciful 
imagery. 

What is the great thought in Ezekiel 11:14-25? Read 
Ezek. 37:1-14 and indicate how the lesson here is related 
to the promise in chapter 11. What is the unfailing lesson 
of relation between promise and obedience? What is the 
only ground of hope pictured to the exiles? Study Ezek. 
47:1-12, and interpret the spiritual significance of the vision 
point by point. Mark the tremendous vividness of imagery. 

Memorize Ezek. 37 :3-5. 

Meditation : I find Ezekiel " expressly " called of God 
and that he labored unceasingly to comfort and strengthen 
his brethren in exile. But he held out no false hopes. They 
must bring new hearts to Jehovah before they could hope 
for deliverance. There could be no compromise with sin. 
But if they would turn and live, God waited to give them 
deliverance. Do I know what it means for a child of God 
to be taken captive by sin, even after years of service? If 
so, Ezekiel's lesson of hope is for me. But it is folly for me 
to hope for deliverance, except as I utterly forsake my sin. 
Do I know another who has gone into exile ? Let me carry 
Ezekiel's message to him. Dry bones may live again, when 
God breathes upon them. Alas! Too many children of 
God are in exile. God needs Ezekiels. Am I willing to be 
called " expressly " to this work ? 

Prayer : God of life, quicken in me that hope which will 
both inspire me to fidelity and enable me to encourage others 
to serve Thee. Let me believe in Thy mighty power to 
give eternal life. 
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STUDY VIII. ISAIAH TO DANIEL 



5TH Day — Daniel's Fidelity 

Read Dan. 1:8-21 and 6:10-23. What made Daniel's 
temptation to conform to the customs about him very 
strong? How much of a struggle do you suppose these 
young men had to maintain their principles rather than yield 
to expediency ? 

Let it be understood that our modern temperance problem 
is not to be read back into Daniel's time. This meat and 
drink were offered to idols. Hence for Daniel to eat would 
be to acknowledge the gods of Babylon. It was allegiance to 
Jehovah which constrained Daniel not to defile himself thus. 
The principle of abstinence, for the sake of preserving the 
higher interests of the soul unstained, obtains now as ever. 
Daniel's thought was for his friends as well as for himself. 
How vivid was Daniel's sense of his immediate relation to 
God? Did his habit of prayer largely explain his life? 
What are the advantages of being systematic in religious 
exercises? What are we taught in Daniel's experience of 
the majesty of conscience? Would you consider Daniel a 
little over-scrupulous in his religion, in view of all the 
circumstances? Is there a Bible character marked by 
greater nobility ? 

Memorize Daniel 1 :8. 

Meditation: Friction crushes clay, but polishes gold. 
Conscientiousness will not flinch in a conflict. The greatest 
struggles in history are on the battle-fields of human hearts. 
What would I have done in Daniel's place, judging by the 
way I have actually done in facing temptations ? Am I con- 
cerned about fidelity to conscience in what I call the little 
things? I realize that Daniel's fidelity to God made it pos- 
sible for God to use him so wonderfully afterward. Do 
I prize that quality of character which Daniel would not 
defile, because God would have me cherish it? Daniel took 
God into account. Do I ? Would I be ready to face sacrifice 
and suffering for the right, as Daniel did ? 

Prayer : As Daniel honored Thee, O God, in the eyes of 

men, so do Thou help me to do by proving faithful to Thy 

will for me. 
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STUDY VIII. ISAIAH TO DANIEL 



6th Day — Daniel^s Apocalypse 

Daniel's interpretation of dreams to Nebuchadnezzar and 
of the handwriting on the wall to Belshazzar reminds us of 
Joseph. His witness for God among the people of his time 
was splendid ; yet his greatest work for all time is his teach- 
ing concerning the visions which God gave him of the fut- 
ure. What value have you attached to Daniel's great proph- 
ecies ? 

Note that the vision given to Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 
2:25-49 is given to Daniel from a different point of view 
in chapter 7. To the worldly mind it was a dazzling image ; 
but to the spiritual mind, it was beast rule. This is God's 
view of the rule of sinful man over man. Study these two 
chapters and mark the profound spiritual teaching they con- 
tain. We must understand Daniel in order to understand 
the Apocalypse of John. 

Meditation : To be used of God as Daniel and his friends 
were used to exemplify true manhood is something splendid ; 
but the men have been very rare who have been given in- 
sight into God's vision of the future. To see man as God 
sees him, and to see the coming years as God sees them, this 
was given to Daniel. Let me appreciate well what must 
have been true of Daniel's life in communion with God. Yet 
no law of God is denied me which applied to Daniel's spirit- 
ual growth. Christ's cause needs men who can see as He 
sees, as well as men who are busy in service. Why should 
not I be a man whom God will use thus? Why cannot I 
fix my whole soul upon this deepest, richest experience in 
spiritual things? Moreover, I note that as Daniel has his 
visions of God's power, he becomes concerned about his 
countrymen (9:5-6). He intercedes with God for the salva- 
tion of men. Surely my vision of victory must be combined 
with the thought of helping men to enter into its blessings 
with me. 

Prayer : God of Daniel, deepen in me the intensity of soul 

that will not be satisfied with less than a wondrous vision 

of Thee ! 
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STUDY VIIL ISAIAH TO DANIEL 



7th Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel. They are the four great 
prophets of the time of the chastening of God's people. On 
the side of their personal relations with God, specify, first, 
any similar experiences which they had. Then note points 
of difference in these experiences. On the side of their con- 
tact with men, how far did they occupy similar spheres of 
activity? Wherein did they differ in this? What do they 
all teach concerning personal preparation before men can 
witness for God? What is the most conspicuous charac- 
teristic in each ? Which would you count the strongest char- 
acter ? 

Classify each as to temperament. Taking Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel as different temperaments, which would you con- 
sider the more effective in dealing with men ? Considering 
the visions of Isaiah and Daniel, what is the greatest dis- 
tinction to be made between them as to the place each gives 
to Christ? Which of the four had the greatest spiritual 
struggle ? Which did the most important work for his own 
time? And which accomplished most for the future? 
Which had the most profound sense of sin? Which urged 
the need of personal righteousness upon his fellow-men most 
earnestly ? 

Meditation : What have I done this past week in the ef- 
fort to have men see Christ as Isaiah pictured Him ? Have 
my tears been started this week in sympathy for any soul? 
Have I tried to have any dry bones live again ? Have I had 
a battle for conscience, or attempted to witness for God 
in this week? 

Prayer: Grant unto me, O God, to be helpful to any 
chastened, or captive soul, that I may be used in his restora- 
tion to Thy favor. And if I must needs endure chastening, 
may I not forget how Thou hast proved Thy love for me, 
and give Thee a submissive will, and a better obedience. 
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STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



1ST Day — The Work of the Scribe 

Take your concordance and note the instances where let- 
ters were written, not counting the New Testament epistles. 
The fact that Ezra was a scribe suggests the use of the pen 
in the effort to win souls. Aside from authorship, the per- 
sonal letter may be a great means of grace which every 
Christian may cultivate. 

Write down the advantages which a letter may sometimes 
have, first on the part of the sender, second on the part of 
the recipient. In what circumstances would you think a 
letter might be a better medium of communication than con- 
versation? To what extent would a letter of sympathy be 
helpful in drawing friends nearer together, as a preparation 
to personal work? How important would you consider it 
to watch for opportunities to send a letter to one whom you 
wished to win? Phillips Brooks was accustomed to culti- 
vate this practice very largely, and with very helpful results. 
You may often place a helpful book where it will do great 
good. 

Memorize Gal. 6:ii. 

Meditation : I must be alive to the value of the printed 
and written page. I may often give a friend something to 
read which will be helpful, as well as send a personal mes- 
sage. How precious to me have been some of the letters 
I have received! Have I thought how great a means of 
grace my letters might become? Have I a friend, now, to 
whom I could write some word, which I might hesitate to 
speak in person? If so, shall I write to him at once? Or 
is there one whom I might win by placing in his hands a 
printed message which has helped me? God has greatly 
blessed the letters of many whom He has inspired to write 
the message of truth. 

Prayer: O Thou who, in divers manners, hast led men 
to see the truth, help me to use this means of grace wisely 
and faithfully, that by all means I may win some to Thee. 



r. 



9 



Studies in God^s Methods of Training Workers 



STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



2D Day — Esther's Mediation 

Read Esther 2:15-18, 4, 5:1-3, 7:1-6, and 8:3-6. The 
legislation of Moses was intended to elevate womanhood. 
Can you specify any points of superiority accorded to the 
Hebrew women, not accorded to the women of the sur- 
rounding nations ? Does the narrative show Esther's beauty 
to be that of character, rather than that of a doll? How 
does this appear in her continued relations with Mordecai ? 

Studying Esther's patriotism, what would you specify as 
the vital element in genuine patriotism? As her opportu- 
nity was made clear, what analysis of her attitude toward it 
would you make? What justified her hesitation? What 
justified her decision to make the attempt? What considera- 
tions centred in herself? What was it that finally decided 
her action ? How did she take God into the account ? Note 
how she studied the people with whom she must deal, and 
revealed great skill in approaching them? Is Esther's in- 
tercession a type of Christ's intercession for us ? 

Memorize Esther 4:14, last clause. 

Meditation: What a lesson do I find here concerning 
that heroism in the face of duty which conquers hesitation, 
which stifles the fears for self, which turns away from com- 
fort and faces danger, all for the sake of the salvation of 
others ! Is God setting before me a duty which I ought to 
attempt in striving to win someone to Christ ? Have I seen 
the opportunity, but evaded it? Shall I not find a new im- 
pulse to make the attempt in Esther's inspiring example? 
Nay, shall not my appreciation of Christ's intercession for 
me quicken in me His " constraining love," until I shall seek 
to bring others to Him ? What joy Esther had ! Do I not 
desire it? 

Prayer : Divine Mediator^ who ever Hvest to make inter- 
cession for me, fill me with this spirit of concern for others 
until I must plead with Thee for their deliverance from sin 
into Thy salvation. 
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STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



3D Day — Nehemiah's Patriotism 

Most men do not appreciate the words " my country " un- 
til they have been deprived of the privileges and inspirations 
of life in their native land. Have you ever carefully con- 
sidered the blessings you enjoy as a citizen of this great 
country? What is the connection of one's concern for men 
and one's concern for the welfare of his country? 

Read Neh. i. Would you say the failure of most men to 
be faithful to their responsibilities in citizenship is explained 
by their indifference about the spiritual welfare of their 
neighbors ? Can you mention men of prayer who have been 
used of God as statesmen? Mention from general knowl- 
edge ten such men. What are the points which Nehemiah 
makes in his prayer to God? What else did he propose to 
do beside praying? Read Neh. 2. How had God been 
preparing Nehemiah for his special work ? 

Memorize Neh. 2:18. 

Meditation : Love of country should be cultivated as a 
mark of Christian citizenship. But if my citizenship be in 
heaven, then I should have this love quickened in the spirit 
of the prayer: Thy Kingdom come. I am persuaded that 
the national problem and the community problem can only 
be solved when the individual man is won to Jesus Christ. 
Christian patriotism will strive to bring Christ to men, and 
win men to Christ. Nehemiah's one ambition in rebuilding 
Jerusalem was to have God honored. Have I been con- 
cerned about my duties as a citizen ? What do I believe to 
be the duty of the college student in this matter? Why do 
Christian men so largely leave these responsibilities to men 
who are not Christians ? Am I concerned about having the 
Kingdom of God come into any life? Is there any better 
way for me to help my country ? 

Prayer : King of kings, fill my heart with love for Thee, 
and help me, by serving Thee in all things, to serve my 
country well. 
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STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



4TH Day — Nehemiah Rebuilding Jerusalem 

Neh. 4. In the study of Moses we had a lesson in the 
building of character. Alas! many a character needs re- 
building, and God is calling Nehemiahs to this very impor- 
tant work. Write out the difficulties mentioned in this chap- 
ter which Nehemiah overcame. 

Apply the statement in verse 10, about the necessity of 
clearing away the rubbish before a clean wall could be built, 
to the rebuilding of character, writing down some of the 
rubbish which must be removed. Why is this preliminary 
work necessary? What is taught us in the statement con- 
cerning the building with one hand and holding a weapon 
with the other? Find a spiritual lesson in the words, " He 
that sounded the trumpet was by me." Specify some evi- 
dence in the record which points to successful leadership in 
Nehemiah. 

Meditation: As I study Nehemiah I realize how un- 
daunted he was in the face of difficulties. I must possess 
this same spirit in all my work for Christ. Especially will 
it be necessary to be persevering in prayer and effort when 
I am striving to help some one rebuild a character; for 
there I will find enemies, who have been able to exert hurt- 
ful influences, who must be conquered and guarded against 
most earnestly. I know how hard it is to conquer a bad 
habit to which I have been yielding; but this very thing 
I must surely do by the help of God. May I say with 
Nehemiah, " Our God will fight for us ! " I find Nehemiah 
giving men a special motive by setting their families about 
them. Dotts the thought of my loved ones, whose good name 
I bear, deter me from sin which might stain that good name ? 
Above all, am I carrying the name of Christ faithfully ? 

Prayer : O Thou who dost forgive seventy times seven, 
help me to clear away the rubbish and rebuild my charac- 
ter more faithfully henceforth. Let me not be willing to 
compromise with any known sin. 
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STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



STH Day — The Principle of Stewardship 

Read Haggai i :i~i4, Mai. 3 7-10, and Lev. 27 130. What 
is the ground of God's claim to proprietorship in us ? Was 
the tithe paid before the law was given at Mt. Sinai? (Heb. 
7:2.) What does the fact prove concerning God's perpetual 
claim upon one-tenth of our income, as well as upon one- 
seventh of our time ? 

What is the basis of stewardship in the life of the follower 
of Christ ? How important is it to cultivate in every life the 
sense of God's proprietorship in us? What relation does 
the use of the purse bear to the spiritual condition ? Is one 
ever so poor as to be justified in saying he cannot bring any- 
thing to the Lord? Can you justify your answer by the 
Word of God? How is giving an act of worship? Why 
should it be systematic? Have you, in your own experi- 
ence, proved that " it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive ? 

Memorize Mai. 3:10. 

Meditation : I am not my own, I am bought with a price, 
even the precious blood of Christ. Therefore, I owe to 
Him all that I am, or have, or hope to be. It is not only 
money, but time, strength, intellect, sympathy, an)rthing, 
everything that I can give. But since my Saviour has com- 
manded me to share His blessings, I am debtor to every man 
for whom He died. That obligation so burdened Paul that 
he cried, " Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel ! " Do I 
feel burdened thus ? Am I more concerned about a debt of 
five dollars which I owe to a neighbor, than I am about this 
great debt which I owe to Christ, and through Christ to 
my fellow-men? What kind of sense of honor have I, in 
view of my feelings, toward God and man, in this matter? 
Some men count some kinds of honor as more than life. Do 
I ? What is my ideal of honor? 

Prayer: Take my life and let it be consecrated. Lord, 
to Thee. Take my gold, my intellect, my will, my love ! I 
will be ever, only, all for Thee ! 
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STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



6th Day — The Vision of Olive Trees 

Read Zech. 4. Can spiritual power be found in num- 
bers or organization or method? Why is it not found in 
talent or culture or eloquence? The teaching of science is 
that life can only come from life. Then where must a godly 
life be secured ? 

What does the figure of the candlestick suggest concern- 
ing the duty of the Christian ? But what is necessary, if a 
man would let his light shine? What is the source of re- 
sources for every Christian worker? What encouragement 
does Zechariah give us to press on in face of obstacles? 
Have you ever given up effort when it became hard? If 
so, do you know the reason? What is taught us here of the 
way God uses feeble human efforts ? Why was an olive tree 
taken in this figure ? With the idea of making a short talk 
on this subject, make an outline of the various points set 
forth here. 

Memorize Zech. 4:6. 

Meditation : All my efforts to win men will fail unless 
I have the Spirit of God filling me, but if His spirit have 
place I cannot fail to have power with men. There would 
be no light in the candle without the oil. Am I conscious 
of having the Spirit of God in my life? The Spirit uses 
the truth as His instrument. If, therefore, I am not con- 
scious of His presence, I must turn to my Bible with new 
concern. This matter of the Holy Spirit's presence is of 
supreme importance and is one which I must settle and settle 
right. The only power that can quicken a dead soul comes 
from God. A man may be a Christian, and yet never pos- 
sess the power of the Holy Spirit, which is endowment for 
service. 

Prayer : Spirit of the living God, my soul longs for the 
very fulness of Thine indwelling. Oh, do Thou take pos- 
session of me fully and give me the sense of Thy presence 
to guide my life ! 
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STUDY IX. EZRA TO ZECHARIAH 



7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character- Study 

Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, Haggai, and Zechariah. This 
group of God's servants is conspicuous in the days of the 
restoration. Excepting Nehemiah, we have scarcely more 
than considered incidents in their Hves. But these incidents 
reflect the life of each individual at a characteristic point. 

How would you characterize the five phases of religious 
activity as suggested by each of these individuals ? Having 
written them down, place them in the order of relative im- 
portance, as you judge. Give a reason for your estimate. 
How far have you noted in these recent studies an approach 
to what might be called the New Testament atmosphere ? In 
what particulars would you say there has been a progressive 
revelation from the time of Moses to that of Zechariah? 
What contrast can you note between the giving in the time 
of Moses and that of Haggai ? What great lesson is taught 
us by the restoration work of this period ? Note that Ezra, 
Esther, and Nehemiah were all used of God to move kings, 
and so centres of mighty influence were touched through 
them to advance the divine purposes. Which of the five did 
the most important work for his own time? Which did 
the most valuable work for all time ? 

Meditation : Have I during this week made an attempt 
to write a letter to one, with a view to accomplish something 
in my effort to win him to Christ ? If not, why not ? Have 
I this week been interceding at the throne of grace for a 
soul I am striving to win to Christ? If not, why not? 
Have I this week striven to rebuild the walls of character, 
my own, or others? If not, why not? Have I striven to 
worship God by my offerings in a truer stewardship? Am 
I relying upon the Spirit of God more fully as the source of 
power in all my life? 

Prayer: Divine Redeemer, restore me again, if in any 
point I have fallen back, and renew my life! Then fill me 
with the purpose to help others to know Thee. 
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STUDY ^X. JOHN THE BAPTIST 



1ST Day — The Vow of the Nazarite 

The first great character presented in the Gospels sug- 
gests the problem of self-denial, and especially the question 
of its place in the life of a Christian worker. Read Matt. 
3:1-6. What three things did the Nazarite vow prohibit? 
See Num. 6:1-7. How far do you approve physical self- 
denial in the Christian? What is the value of fasting? 
Read Mark 2:18-20. 

What ground do you hold regarding abstaining from 
anything questionable, about which Christians have honest 
differences of opinion ? Read i Cor. 8. What position re- 
garding these matters will enable a Christian worker to be 
most effective in winning men ? When Paul said he would 
be " all things to all men " that he might win some to Christ, 
did he mean to let down his standard of personal allegiance 
to Christ ? Have you thought this matter through ? What 
special importance has it for a college student ? 

Memorize i Cor. 8:12-13. 

Meditation: The vital question for me to answer in 
studying this problem is — To what extent am I responsible 
for my influence ? What shall be my concern for my broth- 
er's conscience and character? What does God require of 
me as my brother's keeper? Shall I contend for self, or 
shall I crucify self? This is bed-rock for every follower of 
Christ. My decision about this matter will at once determine 
what kind of worker I may become. What can I gain by 
choosing to gratify self? What can I gain by choosing self- 
denial? What was Christ's choice, and John the Baptist's, 
and Paul's ? What was the choice of Judas ? 

Prayer: O my Saviour, my cry is unto Thee for grace 
to conquer the subtle temptations which I find drawing me 
away from a true life of genuine self-denial. Let this mind 
be in me which was in Christ Jesus, my Lord, even unto 
the end ! 
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STUDY X. JOHN THE BAPTIST 



2D Day — ^JoHN Preparing the Way for Christ 

John was preparing the way for Christ in his own life, as 
well as in the lives of others. Read Luke 3:1-18. What 
effect did John's dress and manner of Hfe have (i) upon 
himself, (2) upon the people? How did John seek to pre- 
pare the way for Christ? What demands did he make in 
connection with his insistence upon repentance? What was 
the significance of John's baptism ? How much importance 
would you attach to the fact that John performed no mir- 
acles? How far was his preaching positive and encourag- 
ing, and how far condemnatory? 

What was the most important result of John's work? 
How permanent was his impress upon his time ? Which of 
the ancient prophets did he resemble? Write down the 
points of resemblance. What is the significance of " re- 
pentance toward God " ? Was John's spirit more of the 
Old Testament, or the New? Who were the young men 
whom John drew about him, and how did he prepare the 
way for Christ in their lives? (See John i :35-42.) What 
was more important than this in John's preparatory work? 

Meditation : The work of every Christian in attempting 
to win men to Christ is that of the forerunner. It is a min- 
istry of preparation for Christ's coming into the life. It 
is to give men to know the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
How much of this work have I attempted ? Do I know any- 
one in whose life I ought to be striving to prepare the way 
for Christ to come as Saviour ? Have I any of the intensity 
of John's spirit? Do I want to be intense about this mat- 
ter ? Can I be satisfied with anything less than a thorough- 
going manhood ? How much of John's self-denial am I will- 
ing to practise? Is there anything more important than to 
open the way for Christ into some life ? 

Prayer : O King of men, help me to be a voice, witness- 
ing for Thee, with no uncertain sound. Grant that I may 
be enabled to lead a soul to be ready for Thy coming I 



67 



Studies in God's Methods of Training Workers 



STUDY X. JOHN THE BAPTIST 



3D Day — ^John Knowing Christ 

Read Matt. 3:13-17 and John 1:6-8, 15-28. What was 
John's conception of the coming Christ previous to the bap- 
tism of Jesus? Do you think John ever knew Jesus? If 
so, do his words " I knew him not " mean that he did not 
realize that Jesus was the Messiah, or that, having an in- 
stinctive feeling that Jesus was the Christ, John had not 
realized that He was the Son of God? 

Try to make real to yourself the experience of John, dur- 
ing that hour, as the true character of Jesus dawned upon 
him. Note the steps — the larger appreciation of the spirit 
of obedience in Christ, the vision from heaven, the voice of 
God, the realization of the divine Saviour! The quality 
of John's faith and consecration made all this possible for 
him. What difference did John realize between his bap- 
tism and that of Jesus ? Write down your thought of John's 
conception of Christ before the baptism, and after. How 
vital was this knowledge of Christ on John's part to his 
work of pointing men to Christ? 

Memorize John i :33-34. 

Meditation: I find myself much impressed by John's 
sense of unworthiness, as he stood face to face with Christ. 
The better I know Christ, the greater is my own sense of un- 
worthiness. Have I that spirit of Christ which goes be- 
yond the renunciation of sin to the positive recognition and 
fulfilment of the claims of righteousness ? Is it my standard 
and aim as a Christian to " fulfil all righteousness " ? Is 
not this the vital test by which I must be measured ? Could 
my Father in heaven say of me, " This is my beloved child, 
in whom I am well pleased " ? Am I growing in the knowl- 
edge of my Lord and Saviour ? 

Prayer: Divine Son of God, reveal Thyself to my in- 
most soul. Give me spiritual vision to know Thee in my 
daily life, so that I may leave no doubt in other minds that 
I have been with Thee. 
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STUDY X. JOHN THE BAPTIST 



4TH Day — ^John Pointing Men to Christ 

Read John i :29-46. John was now ready for his great 
work. He was mightily filled with the Spirit of God. What 
unfolding of the truth to John, in your judgment, led him 
to proclaim Jesus to be " the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world " ? Do you suppose John urged 
his disciples to follow Jesus? What resulted from John's 
effort to point men to Christ ? If you carry the result on 
until it include the efforts of the first disciples to bring their 
brothers, where will you stop to measure its importance? 
(Read John 3 125-36,) Note John's spirit as Christ becomes 
prominent. What quality does John here reveal which is 
of great importance in every Christian worker? What 
would be the effect of John's words upon the increasing 
place Jesus was securing among the people ? Analyze John's 
testimony concerning Christ in this second passage. Make 
an outline from this day's passage for a short talk on Point- 
ing Men to Christ. 

Memorize John 1 129. 

Meditation: I am most deeply impressed by the way 
that John's disciples, like himself, as soon as they came to 
know Jesus, immediately began to point others to Him. 
Am I doing this ? Do I say to those who might reasonably 
expect me to speak of these things, " Come and see "? If 
I say " come," I myself must be in the way of coming to 
Christ. It will not do for me to stand aside, and say, " Go, 
it is a good thing." Have I that devotion to Christ which 
obliterates self, and says, " He must increase, but I must de- 
crease " ? How far is my daily life pointing men to Christ ? 
How far have I John's desire to quicken others to attempt 
this same work of winning souls to Christ? 

Prayer : O Lamb of God, my sacrifice, crucified for me ; 
let me be crucified to sin and self, until men shall look from 
me to Thee ! Then give me grace to speak to men of Thee 
as their Saviour. 
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STUDY X- JOHN THE BAPTIST 



STH Day — ^JoHN and Herod 

Read Mark 6:14-29. Why do you suppose Mark, whose 
record is the shortest, gives the longest account of this 
matter? Write the names of seven men, of whom we have 
the record, either in Scripture or history, who flinched not 
in the light of a throne as witnesses for the truth of God. 
Measure for a moment the influence of each of these men. 
What other seven men have done more to make history that 
has marked the advancement of the race? 

Do you suppose that John knew he was facing probable 
death, if he offended the king? How much of a struggle do 
you think he had to speak the plain tf uth to Herod ? Would 
you hesitate to speak frankly to one of great influence, more 
than to one of humbler station? Ought you to yield to 
this hesitation? Have you noted the relation (in the Greek) 
between the word for a witness and that for a martyr? 
What story does this word tell of what witnessing for Christ 
meant in the early Church? 

Memorize Matt. 5:11-12. 

Meditation: It costs much to be faithful to my Lord 
and Master. If I am to be a true witness, I shall probably 
offend someone sooner or later. Shall I therefore be un- 
faithful to myself and to my friend? Have I counted the 
cost of witnessing for Christ? Have I counted the cost 
of not witnessing for Him? Which of these am I willing 
to pay? Am I inclined to g^ve some special deference to 
social station, rather than to the real worth of character? 
How much would I be willing to suffer before I would com- 
promise the truth ? Have I tried to realize how much Christ 
suffered for me ? 

Prayer : Spirit of truth, help me to see that if I be not 
true, everything becomes more or less a sham in my life. 
Therefore enable me to be genuine in the face of tests which 
cost much ! Teach me to be ready for any severe trial which 
may come because I am faithful. 
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STUDY X. JOHN THE BAPTIST 



6th Day — ^Christ Dealing with John 

Read Matt, ii :2-6. It is a brief story, but how much it 
contains! Had John's training made a dungeon easy to 
bear? What caused his doubts? Had he hoped Jesus would 
do something to deliver him? Did his conception of the 
kingdom suffer a shock as he heard of the way Jesus was 
doing? 

Write out a contrast in John's feelings between the day 
of his greatest popularity and the day he sent this question 
to Christ. Name five other men of real heroism who had 
their hours of despondency. What is the lesson taught by 
their experience ? What lesson is there in the fact that John, 
in his doubt, went straight to Christ, rather than to others ? 
If our Lord had simply answered, " Yes, go tell John I am 
the Messiah," why would not that have sufficed ? Why did 
Jesus send him the statement which He did? Where is it 
prophesied that the Messiah would do these things? Did 
John know his Bible? What evidence in this week's study 
that he knew Isaiah? What effect do you suppose the 
reply of Jesus had upon John ? 

Meditation : Men are watching me, and asking, " Are 
you living the real Christ-life ? Is this genuine Christianity ? 
Or must we look elsewhere ? " The only answer I can give 
which will count is the answer Jesus sent to John, the answer 
of the life. What is the answer I am giving by my living? 
My words only count when spoken out of a genuine life. 
Am I easily cast down by disappointment or suffering? Do 
I allow doubts about my Saviour's love to have place? Do 
I need to heed Christ's words, "Blessed is he whosoever 
shall not be offended in me " ? As I study the heroic men, 
and discover the frailty of the best, surely I must find reason 
to take heart again. 

Prayer : Saviour of men, I thank Thee for Thy divine 
sympathy, which succors Thy children out of every hour of 
darkness and trial. When doubts trouble me, may I always 
go straight to Thee for help. 
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7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Read Matt. 11:7-15. Thus we take our point of view 
from the words of Christ. We could scarcely have a more 
interesting character-study than John the Baptist. Write 
out your analysis of his temperament in the light of this 
study. Write out the qualities which you believe led Christ 
to estimate John's remarkable greatness. What is the sig- 
nificance of Christ's testimony at the very moment of John's 
fiercest struggle ? How does Christ's reference to " soft 
raiment " in v. 8 throw light on some of the questions raised 
in the first day's study of the vow of the Nazarite ? In what 
was John " more than a prophet " ? In what respect does 
Christ teach that each of us now is greater than John ? 

What would you specify as the most striking feature in 
John's character? What quality in John was especially de- 
veloped by his lonely life in the wilderness of Judea ? What 
feature of his work was most widespread in good results at 
the time ? What feature was of the most permanent value ? 
Specify wherein Christ's methods of dealing with John, both 
at His baptism and when replying to John's question, were 
calculated to have the best effect upon John in view of 
the character of the man. 

Meditation: During the past week how far have I 
striven to imitate John? Has the spirit of self-denial been 
deepened ? Have I tried to prepare the way for Christ any- 
where? Do I know Christ better? Have I attempted to 
point anyone to Christ? Have I hesitated because it was 
hard to speak, possibly endangering pleasant relations? 
Have I taken my doubts and troubles straight to Christ? 
Has my conception of true greatness been made clearer by 
Christ's estimate of John? 

Prayer : O Thou who didst consecrate this man from his 
birth, consecrate me, I pray Thee ! Thou knowest what is 
necessary to make me ready to do Thy will. Even that I 
would have Thee do for me ! 
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STUDY XI. BEGINNINGS OF CHRIST'S 

MINISTRY 



1ST Day — Christ^s First Followers 

Read John 1 135-5 1. It is profoundly impressive to see 
that the moment these young men became followers of 
Christ, they were impelled by an irresistible desire and pur- 
pose to win men to their Saviour. Thus the first conspicu- 
ous fact concerning the first Christians is personal work for 
individual men. Is this a mark of all thorough-going Chris- 
tians? Write down a reason why these young men sought 
to win their brethren to Christ? Is it a reason why you 
should be doing the same thing? What did that expression 
" The Lamb of God " mean to the disciples of John ? In this 
brief record what intimations do you find concerning the 
different temperaments of the five men, John, Andrew, 
Peter, Philip, and Nathaniel, in view of the way Christ dealt 
with them individually? What do you think John was do- 
ing while Andrew and Philip were seeking their brethren? 
Write out a statement of the advantage gained by Philip by 
saying, in answer to his brother's query, " Come and see.*' 

Meditation : I have tried to imagine what Jesus said to 
John and Andrew while they were abiding with Him that 
day. But may I not know, if I seek His presence now? 
Surely He will speak to me^ as my soul most needs, if I go 
to Him asking, "Rabbi, where dwellest Thou?" Then I 
will certainly go out to say to my brother, " come and see." 
Let me find those words, *' he brought him to Jesus," teach- 
ing me the privilege and duty of personal work for individual 
men. Could Christ look upon me and say, " a man in whom 
is no guile " ? Or could He speak of me as a rock on which 
to build His Church ? 

Prayer: O Thou who art the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, give me that way to know, that truth to keep, that life 
to win. And let me not simply follow Thee afar off, but 
keep very close to Thee. Moreover, I pray that I may not 
be willing to be alone as Thy follower, so long as others 
do not know Thee. 
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STUDY XL BEGINNINGS OF CHRIST'S 

MINISTRY 



2D Day — Christ Cleansing the Temple 

Read John 2:13-25 and Mark 11:15-18. What reasons 
can you give for Christ's beginning His public ministry at 
the Temple with this act of cleansing? How much of 
courage, of zeal, or of indignation, was in the act? What 
was the effect upon the tradesmen? Indicate the eifect 
upon those first followers. In what did the holiness of the 
Temple consist ? Just what constituted the violation of this 
holiness ? By Christ's reference to His body, what spiritual 
application is suggested by the incident? What is sug- 
gested here of the importapce of the Church as an institution 
in the community? Is the matter of church fairs, enter- 
tainments for money, etc., calculated to affect the spirituality 
of the church life ? What will you say of the spirit of non- 
resistance in the light of this record? What distinction 
would you make between Christ's work as a reformer and 
His work as a redeemer? 

Memorize Psalm 51:10. 

Meditation : How pathetic is the fact that not very long 
after the temple was cleansed, the same evil customs were 
continued ; and later in His ministry another cleansing was 
necessary! Is it not so in human hearts? My body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit ! Do I defile that temple ? Do I 
compromise with the sin that lurks therein, or do I cast it 
out ? Am I seeking to have my life holy because of the desire 
to honor God? Am I seeking the cleansing of some other 
life in which God is not honored ? Is not the secret of power 
here found in the words " a house of prayer " ? 

Prayer: Holy Father, teach me that spirit of Christ, 
whose love of purity was a burning flame against impurity, 
and help me to pray with that " agonizing " which Paul 
knew, as he strove to present his body holy and acceptable 
to Thee ! Yet may I not be discouraged if Thou must needs 
cleanse me again and again. 
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MINISTRY 



3D Day — Christ and Nicodemus 

Read John 3 :i-2i. In John 2 123-25 we read of a certain 
class of believers. Was Nicodemus one of this class ? What 
kind of belief was theirs? Nicodemus appears here as an 
inquirer. Twice he appears later (John 7:50-51 and 19:39). 
How would you describe him in each case? What was the 
general idea among the Jews as to what was necessary to 
enter the messianic kingdom? In your judgment, what was 
the motive of Nicodemus in going to Christ? How much 
does he concede to Christ? Considering his high moral 
character, what is taught us here of the value of morality? 
How much explanation does Christ give about the new 
birth ? What is it to be " born of the Spirit " ? What light 
is thrown on this subject by i Peter i :23? How does Christ 
relate the cross to this new life? How far does the necessity 
for the new life rest in man ? And how far does it rest in 
God? 

Memorize John 3:16-17. 

Meditation : A blind man does not need more light ; but 
he does need new eyes. I must not forget that the back- 
ground to this wonderful redemption of divine love is the 
word " perish." It is because that word is there that all the 
rest has meaning. I am sure Christ taught His first followers 
these truths which He repeated to Nicodemus. This was 
the beginning of His Gospel to them. Do I realize that 
condemnation rests on the unbeliever? Does the fact con- 
cern me ? Have I the desire to bring anyone from death to 
life in Christ? Am I looking to Christ-crucified for the re- 
newing of my life, as the people in the wilderness looked and 
lived ? Do I love darkness more ? Or light ? 

Prayer : Lord of life. Thou didst come not only that I 
might have life, but that I might have it more abundantly. 
Therefore quicken me continually into a richer, sweeter, 
stronger Christ-like life ! 
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MINISTRY 



4TH Day — Christ and the Samaritan Woman 

Read John 4 :4-42. Why must Christ " needs " go 
through Samaria ? How must we consider Christ's conduct 
in view of Matthew 10:5-6? What light does Acts 1:8 
throw on this point? How would His followers think of the 
weariness of Jesus? Was this incident intended by Christ 
to teach the first followers the broad scope of the Kingdom ? 
Why did the woman suddenly raise the question about the 
true place of worship? What rabbinic prejudices did Christ 
ignore that day? How did it aflfect His followers? What 
are we taught by the way Christ led the woman to see her 
sin? How does Christ's teaching about worship bear upon 
the ritualistic tendencies of our day ? Write down the analy- 
sis of the spirit of true worship. Note the steps by which 
Christ led up to the declaration that He was the Messiah. 
What resulted from this conversation ? 

Memorize John 4:14. 

Meditation : I am impressed by the fact that Jesus often 
said most helpful things to an audience of one. What a 
lesson to me to accept the opportunities offered to speak to 
one friend at a time ! Am I " thirsting after righteousness " ? 
The well of living water is Christ. Do my prejudices hinder 
me from doing some kinds of Christian work? Have I so 
found Christ that I am constrained to run and tell others? 
I realize that every man must know Christ for himself, like 
the Samaritans; although they may come to that knowl- 
edge by the testimony of another. How Christ's bodily 
hunger vanished when His passion for souls was kindled ! 

Prayer: Blessed Saviour, give me a refreshing from on 
high, until I taste the elixir of everlasting life, and begin to 
realize that I am a child of the King immortal and eternal. 
Then help me to say to the thirsty, Come and take of the 
water of life. 



76 



Studies in God's Methods of Tralnittg Worker^ 



STUDY XI. BEGINNINGS OF CHRIST'S 

MINISTRY 



5TH Day — ^The Call to Discipleshup 

Read Lnke 5:1-11 and 27-35. What distm€tidn would 
you make between Christ's first invitation to His' first fol- 
lowers, and His call to discipleship herein recorded? Had 
much time elapsed between these two dates? How much 
do you suppose the followers of Christ had been with Him ? 
Do you think they had thought much about Him? Was 
this call to discipleship, then, a sudden thing to any of them ? 
What experience had Matthew in his business which ren- 
dered him a valuable witness to the sincerity of Christ? 
What is the teaching here about the self-denial to which 
Christ calls His disciples? Write five reasons why it paid 
His followers to become open disciples. What does it mean 
to be fishers of men? Must we all hear Christ saying this 
to us ? Write down the qualities which make a good fisher- 
man which are also necessary to winning men to Christ. 
What is the great lesson taught us in Matthew's feast? 
How did this signalize his becoming a disciple ? 

Meditation: I note that Christ called these disciples to 
go to work, and that work was the winning of men to Him. 
If the disciples felt their own weakness to attempt it, that 
wonderful draft of fishes overcame their doubts and fears, 
for Christ said, " I will make you fishers of men." That was 
enough. They had come to be certain of His power, and 
they followed Him with trust in that divine power to guide 
and help them. So must I leave all my self-appointed meth- 
ods, and follow Christ's leading as I strive to win men, 
putting this same trust in Him as able to make me success- 
ful. Matthew cut out self for Christ. So must I. He wit- 
nessed to his friends. So must I. 

Prayer: O Christ, give me the spirit of ready obedience 
to heed Thy call immediately, and help me to be willing to 
leave everything lliat might hinder me from following Thee 
faithfully. 
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^ STUDY XL BEGINNINGS OF CHRIST'S 

MINISTRY 



6th Day — Healing the Paralytic 

Read Luke 5:17-26 and Mark 2:1-12. There are many 
who will never be able to come to Christ unless others bring 
them. Write down some such, and the reasons why they 
cannot find Christ for themselves. What claim did Christ 
make, as He accepted the challenge of the scribes? Which 
was easier to say to the man? Why? Which was easier 
for Christ to dof What argument did He make from the 
demonstration of manifest power to a faith in His invisible 
power? What did it mean when the people said, " We never 
saw it on this fashion " ? What new element in the train- 
ing of Christ's disciples resulted from this act and teaching 
of Christ? Had He claimed power to forgive sins before? 
Why would this claim not be an unexpected thing to the dis- 
ciples? Draw a parallel between the helplessness of the 
paralytic to heal himself, and of the sinner to save himself. 
What does it mean that the people " glorified God " ? 

Meditation : Christ's healing of the body was a picture 
of His healing of the heart. I find the faith of the four 
friends counted with the faith of the paralytic. How their 
persistent zeal counted ! Many would have said it was be- 
yond their power to overcome the difficulties which hindered 
their efforts to bring this friend to Christ; but not they! 
They knew no such word as fail. What a lesson to me, not 
to be easily discouraged as I try to win men. Obstacles are 
certain to arise, but not for one moment must I be turned 
aside by them. Let me not question the power and readiness 
of Christ to forgive and restore. Too many fail just here, 
as did the people. Let me remember that all power is in 
His hands. 

Prayer: O Thou Son of Man, mighty to save, fill me 
with a living faith in Thy power to save. Then fill me with 
a burning zeal which will not easily turn aside from bring- 
ing men to Thee. 
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JTTH Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Glance rapidly over the subjects of the six days of this 
study. As you recall the six items of record, what one fact 
is found in them about which to unify these beginnings of 
Christ's ministry ? Find such a fact in ( i ) Christ rejoicing 
to find " no guile " in Nathaniel ; (2) the need of cleansing 
the temple; (3) the necessity of the new birth; (4) the 
revelation to the Samaritan woman of her inmost heart- 
condition; (5) the main reason for making His disciples 
fishers of men ; and (6) in His claim to have power to for- 
give sins. Is the fact which you have thus determined the 
same you had found before considering these six items? 
Mark how Christ gave His disciples the thought of doing 
something for others, as fundamental to discipleship. What 
lesson have we in the matter of interesting men suggested 
in the request for a drink at the well ? It is usually wise to 
ask one whom you desire to win to help you in some work. 
What is the lesson taught by the experience of the Samaritan 
witnessing among her own people ? Prepare an outline for 
a short talk on Christ and the Samaritan. 

Meditation : Has this been for me a week of new begin- 
nings in Christ's ministry? Have I been seeking new fol- 
lowers for Him ? Has His temple been cleansed afresh this 
week? Has the life-giving spirit secured a larger place in 
my life ? Have I witnessed for Him among those near to me 
in any positive way? Am I a mere follower, or a disciple 
who responds to His call to service? Have I had a new- 
vision of God's forgiving love? Has it been a week of 
growth? If not, why not? Has the sublime majesty of 
Christ's character impressed me anew, as I study these be- 
ginnings of His ministry ? 

Prayer: Saviour of men, give me a renewed sense of 
the joy of Thy salvation, and quicken my appreciation of 
the blessedness of Thy service, until Thy Spirit shall domi- 
nate my whole life day by day. 
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1ST Day — Christ Healing a Leper 

Read Luke 5:12-16 and 17:11-19. What was the law 
about touching a leper? Why did Christ break this law? 
What higher law did He obey in doing so? What did He 
purpose to teach the disciples by this act? Did His with- 
drawal to the wilderness find explanation in this touching 
of a leper ? Why did He send the leper to the priest ? What 
suggestion is given here as to one important way of dealing 
with men? How do you explain the leper's faith? Write 
out a statement of the points in which leprosy is a striking 
figure of sin. Why did Jesus tell the leper not to noise his 
cure abroad? Regarding the ten, why did Christ deal with 
them differently? When they obeyed His command to go 
to the priest, what did their action prove ? What is the les- 
son in the fact that only one returned? Which is greater, 
the faith revealed in prayer, or that revealed in praise? 
How far do you believe most men realize their debt to 
Christ? 

Memorize Luke 5:12-13. 

Meditation: How common is ingratitude! I am im- 
pressed by the fact that the one grateful man who returned 
was a Samaritan. The children of privileges had failed to 
learn to appreciate them. We become accustomed to them. 
Even the tremendous fact of God's forgiving grace does 
not impress me very profoundly. How thankful I am that 
Christ touched that leper! It taught the world that He is 
able and ready to save to the uttermost, and I take courage, 
as I think of my unworthiness. How very much the nine 
lepers lost! Am I losing something out of my Christian 
life because I do not return to Christ to magnify His bless- 
ings upon me? 

Prayer: Mighty Saviour of men, inspire me with a re- 
newed sense of Thy power, and of Thy wondrous love which 
will not shrink even from the most repulsive of tasks. Give 
me Thy Spirit ! 
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2D Day — Pharisee and Sinner 

Read Luke 7:36-50 and 18:9-14. What were the points 
of excellence about the faith and practices of the Pharisees? 
Write them down, and place opposite the features of their 
faith and practice worthy of condemnation. Did Christ 
ever decline an invitation, so far as the record indicates ? In 
what ways does a Pharisaic respectability hinder Christian 
work? Is it in the Church to-day? How do you imagine 
the woman had come to have faith in Christ? Remember 
Christ is training His disciples in all these lessons of truth 
and power. Write out the lessons which the disciples were 
to learn in this incident. Does the teaching of Christ mean 
the greatest of sinners are capable of loving Him most? Is 
it the quantity of sin or the sense of sin which Christ has in 
His thought? What light does the second passage throw 
upon this point? What was good, and what bad about the 
prayer of the Pharisee ? What was the result of the prayer 
in each case? What encouragement do you find in the ac- 
ceptable character of the publican's prayer? 

Memorize Luke 18:13. 

Meditation : What about my spirit of prayer during my 
quiet hour with God in these studies? A man may be re- 
ligious, yet lack real communion with God. Have I any 
of that religiosity ? Is the " I " prominent in my sense of 
my Christian service? How evident it is that penitent sin- 
ners may enter into the kingdom before the Pharisees! 
Have I learned to " love much " because I have realized how 
great has been my forgiveness? How have I proved the 
quality of my love to my Saviour? Am I in danger of 
making a fajse estimate of my real character? Do I meas- 
ure faithfully by God's standard? 

Prayer : O Thou who wilt not despise a humble and con- 
trite heart, let me be emptied of self and false estimates of 
my life ; and let me rest wholly in Thine infinite mercy. 
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3D Day — The Parable of the Soils 

Read Matthew 13:1-23 and 24-30. Why has not the 
religion of Christ conquered the world long ago? Who is 
responsible for the failure? Did Christ intend to fix that 
responsibility in this parable ? Why did He teach in par- 
ables? What is a parable? Write down the advantageous 
features of this kind of teaching. Do you find the word 
"behold" suggestive of anything? Do you suppose any- 
one understood Christ, since the disciples did not? What 
change, if any, would be necessary to make the interpretation 
of the parable fit our day? How much of heart-searching 
among the disciples do you suppose this parable caused? 
How does Christ relate the thought in the parable of the 
tares to this of the soils ? Is the individual responsible here 
also? What practical lesson does Christ teach us here in 
our dealing with men? Does Christ identify the failure of 
the people, described in verses 14 and 15, with the unpar- 
donable sin against the Holy Ghost? See chapter 12:24-32. 
Are these parables spoken partly because of those charges? 

Memorize Matthew 13 :4-8. 

Meditation : Since Christ applied this teaching person- 
ally to His disciples, so I must let Him apply it to me. Which 
kind of soil is my heart? Is there wayside hardness? Is 
there stony shallowness? Is there thorny compromise with 
sin or care or pleasure? Is there thirty or sixtyfold fruit- 
fulness? Is there any fruit at all? Is it all clean, or is it 
mixed with tares? I must honestly examine my life and 
answer these questions with genuine earnestness. This is 
bed-rock, and I cannot be a better man, except I be true 
here! 

Prayer : Divine Word of Truth, I must have Thee. May 
my life be a deepening and enriching culture of Thine in- 
dwelling! May I not be able to get rid of the truth that 
I am responsible if my life be unfruitful. 
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4TH Day — Would-be Followers of Christ 

Read Luke 9:57-62 and 14:15-35. We have here a most 
important study for Christian workers. The man who 
thinks he will be a Christian after something else is accom- 
plished is frequently met. What was the difficulty with the 
first man, that Christ should have replied discouragingly ? 
Note that Christ did not ask the first man to follow, but did 
ask the second. What was the second man's weakness? 
Why did not Christ grant his request, as being reasonable? 
What was lacking in the third man ? Why is Christ so un- 
compromising in His requirements? Why was it best for 
these three men to be answered as Christ spoke to each one ? 
In the second Scripture passage assigned what is the great 
lesson taught ? How would you use these passages in deal- 
ing with men who always have an excuse? It is important 
to consider prayerfully each case, before you decide just 
how to put the truth before him. 

Memorize Luke 9 161-62. 

Meditation : " Lord, I will follow Thee, hut " Ah, 

that " but " ! As I study Christ's method of dealing with 
this type of men, I am impressed by His vigorous demands. 
No false hopes are, held out to help decision. This would 
leave the weakness in the life. Only clear and strong con- 
victions about the absolute necessity of a clean-cut separa- 
tion from everything that might hinder allegiance to Christ 
will suffice to make a decision for Christ thorough-going. 
It costs much to be a true follower of Christy but it costs far 
more not to be. Am I so counting the cost, so facing the 
truth, so purposing to have the real thing, that I can say, 
with no " buts," " Lord, I will follow Thee " ! 

Prayer : Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life. Grant 
me that way to know, that truth to keep, that life to win, 
whose joys forever flow. Help me to say, Not my way, 
but Thine, O Lord, and then to be cheerful in walking in 
the way wherein I am led. 
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STUDY XIL NEW TRUTH AND NEW POWER 



5TH Day — Christ and the Gadarene 

Read Mark 5:1-21. The point to be emphasized in this 
passage is found in verses 18-20, in which we see this saved 
man witnessing for Christ. Note the desire of the man to 
follow Jesus, and Christ's refusal coupled with His com- 
mand as to where he should witness. Note the fact that 
men will go more readily to others than to their own friends. 
Why is this so? Why was it desirable that the man should 
witness to his own, rather than to strangers? Why did 
Christ allow the demons to possess the swine ? What effect 
would that manifestation of possession have in confirming 
the saved man's testimony as to his deliverance? Why did 
the people entreat Christ to leave? What does Christ's 
answer to the man's petition teach in regard to answers to 
prayers? What is the prevailing view about demoniacal 
possession nowadays? What is your view? Write down 
your reason for your view, and make it definite. You will 
probably meet this question. 

Memorize Mark 5 rig. 

Meditation : Christianity finds its truest test in the home 
life. There Christ commands us to witness for Him. Have 
I, first of all, been a faithful witness for Him at home? Are 
there any near and dear to me with whom I have not striven 
as I ought, to win them to Christ ? Have I had this struggle 
of the Gadarene between desire and duty? Do those who 
know me best believe in me as a genuine Christian? Per- 
haps this man could not bear great publicity, and was to 
witness in a quiet way for the Saviour. That may be my 
work. Is there any unclean spirit which I must cast out 
before I can truly witness for Christ ? 

Prayer: Mighty Saviour, Thou canst save to the utter- 
most and transform the lowest. Do thou cleanse my life 
thoroughly and help me to witness at home for Thee. May 
those who know me best recognize in me a faithful follower 
of Thine. 
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STUDY XII. NEW TRUTH AND NEW POWER 



6th Day — Christ Sending out the Twelve 

Read Matthew 10:1-42. The disciples are called "apos- 
tles " in this passage. In what were they different as 
apostles after Pentecost? What significance is there in 
the number twelve, so frequent in Scripture? Study this 
chapter as a manual for Christian workers. What instruc- 
tion, if any, would not be applicable in our time and cir- 
cumstances ? Are we given the same power now which they 
received then ? Why did Christ send them out two and two ? 
What inference are we to draw from the fact that we only 
have the names of some of the twelve, with no other item 
about them in the record ? Why was the work to oe limited 
at first to the " house of Israel " ? Write down the list of 
specific instructions Christ gave, and note the qualifications 
involved in them for the worker. For the first time we here 
meet that great word " the cross." Should we now make 
a special effort to win Jews to the faith in Christ ? How do 
you explain the prejudice against the Jew? 

Meditation : " We learn to do by doing," as Froebel has 
said. Christ'sVtraining of His disciples involved practice 
as well as theory, works as well as faith. It is even so to- 
day. Christ bids us go forth and attempt this blessed task 
of winning men. It must be a definite work, attempted in 
the trust which Christ urged us to place in the Father. Am 
I doing this? If not, why not? Is the reason one which 
I believe satisfactory to Christ? In verse 37, I find Christ 
claiming a supreme love from me. Do I honestly give to 
Him my highest allegiance? Am I thoughtful about the 
cups of cold water which I may place to thirsting lips ? 

Prayer: Divine Master, I would receive my marching 
orders from Thee, anxious to be inspired and equipped for 
a faithful service. Help me to make my service definite. 
May I seek to know the individual to whom Thou wouldst 
send me ; then go to that one in faith. 
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STUDY XII, NEW TRUTH AND NEW POWER 



7th Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Read rapidly over the Scripture for the week. Take the 
twelve disciples, so far as you can from general knowledge, 
and write down the dominant characteristic of each. Who 
among them were the leaders? Who among them were 
given to doubts and questionings? Who among them 
seemed most ready for work? What is it to be "wise as 
serpents " ? Take the leper, the Pharisee, and the Gadarene 
as a g^oup of men who need a Saviour. Which of them is 
most hopeless ? Are the three would-be disciples in a more 
hopeful state than the first three mentioned, before Christ 
dealt with them? What lesson follows from your answers 
to the above questions about the six men? How does the 
teaching about the soils relate itself to that given to the 
twelve about their work? What new conceptions about 
Christ came to the disciples through the discovery of this 
new truth and new power ? How did this affect them as 
they went out to witness for Christ ? Was each disciple able 
to reproduce this same truth and power ? 

Memorize Matt. lo :38-39. 

Meditation : " Freely ye have received, freely give." 
This is the message of Christ which speaks out of this study. 
The work of grace involves new gifts of life and equipment 
for service. My gifts are in trust, not to be absorbed upon 
myself, but to be shared with others. Again I am impressed 
anew with the responsibility of opportunity. Am I making 
excuses for not giving thorough-going allegiance to Christ ? 
Do I echo Paul's sense of honor, as he felt the constraining 
love of Christ, " I am debtor " to every man for whom 
Christ died? 

Prayer : Blessed Saviour, be my master. Take full pos- 
session of my powers, and help me gladly to put my hand to 
the plough, and not turn back. For me there will be new 
truth and new power, as I follow on to know and do. 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



1ST Day — Christ on the Sea 

Read Mark 4:36-41 and Matt. 14:22-33. One purpose 
of the miracle was to reveal the Divine Christ to His dis- 
ciples. This was true even in cases of healing, but directly 
evident in the stilling of the tempest. How much of faith 
did the disciples' question involve? What lack of faith did 
it betray ? What is the significance of Christ's question, in 
reply to theirs? Does God allow trouble in order to bring 
us to Him for help ? Why will we have tribulations even to 
the end of the age ? In the case of Peter, why did Christ tell 
him to come to Him? What was Peter's weakness that led 
him to sink ? What did he learn by the experience ? What 
new impression of Christ did the disciples have in view of 
these experiences ? Are we told before that they worshipped 
Him? Why did Christ delay His coming to the disciples? 
Write out a brief outline for a short talk on this subject. 

Meditation: I think Christ sent His disciples ahead in 
the boat that they might discover their own limitations of 
strength, and their need of Him. But He had not forgotten 
them. Nor does He forget me when the storm beats fiercely. 
He speaks to me as to them, " It is I, be not afraid." I 
have proved that the voyage of life without Christ is dan- 
gerous. Peter's faith in Christ, apparently so strong, was 
so easily evaporated when an extra fierce blast of the tempest 
swept over him. Do I any more steadfastly live loyal to 
Christ ? Do the trials shake my faith easily ? Have I broken 
the bondage of fear, since Christ is my Lord and Saviour? 
His grace never fails so long as my faith will lay hold upon 
Him. He speaks to me saying. When through the deep 
waters I call thee to go, I will be with thee, thy trouble to 
bless. 

Prayer : Blessed Saviour, it is Thou who hast not forgot- 
ten. Thou who hast died for me, Thou who hast sent me on 
life's voyage ; empty me of fear, and give me grace to trust 
fully through all the storms of the earthly life. 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



2D Day — Peter^s Confession of Faith 

Read Matt. 16:13-28 and John 6:66-71. Why did our 
Lord draw out this positive confession of faith in Him? 
What does the passage teach concerning Christ's claims 
upon all who believe to confess Him openly? Make an 
analysis of Peter's confession, and write the distinct truths 
concerning Christ involved in it. What distinction would 
you make between the two confessions as found in the two 
passages ? What evidence is there that Christ was especially 
concerned in training the twelve at this time, rather than the 
people generally? Which disciples would you think ac- 
corded with Peter's belief? Which did not? Why do you 
think as you do? How fully do you think Peter himself 
understood the deep import of his words? How is the 
Christian Church related to this confession by Peter? How 
much power did Christ convey to the Church in His reply 
to Peter? Do you believe faith in Christ as the divine Sa- 
viour is increasing? Write the reasons for your reply. 

Memorize John 6:68-69. 

Meditation : I note that as soon as His disciples revealed 
their faith in Christ, He immediately began to prepare their 
minds for His cross. Is it a law of every Christian's life? 
If so, how has it obtained in my experience? My opinion 
about others may not be very important, but my opinion 
about Christ is vitally related to my destiny. Am I striving 
to persuade others to confess Christ? Do I believe in the 
public confession as fully as I ought ? There is a confession 
of the life that confirms or contradicts that of the lips. What 
is my confession, as it actually reveals to men, by word and 
deed, my real faith in my Saviour ? 

Prayer: Blessed Christ, O give to me a faithful heart, 
that my confession of faith in Thee shall be so consistently- 
manifest in my life that men will be constrained also to be- 
lieve in Thee. Then help me to be true to offered oppor- 
tunities to confess Thee. 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



3D Day — The Syrophenician Woman 

Read Matt. 15:21-28. Again we h^ve an incident in 
which the training of the twelve must have been uppermost 
in Christ's mind and purpose. Why did Christ go beyond 
the borders of the Holy Land ? What claim did the Canaan- 
ite woman have upon Christ? How do you explain her 
coming to Him ? What was the meaning of Christ's silence ? 
Was His silence the occasion of leading His disciples to 
intercede for the woman ? In what sense was the mission of 
Christ only to the " lost sheep of the house of Israel " ? 
What was the meaning of His words, " Other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold "? John 10:16. What variety of 
elements entered into the woman's spirit of importunity? 
What effect do you think Christ meant His strong language 
to have (i) upon the woman and (2) upon the disciples? 
How important was it that the real character of the woman's 
faith should be fully manifest before her prayer was an- 
swered ? What lesson have we here concerning intercessory 
prayer? 

Memorize Matt. 15:28. 

Meditation: It was said to the mother of Augustine, 
" It is impossible that the child of so many tears should per- 
ish." Sometimes the fewest privileges mark the life of 
greatest faith. The children had been indifferent to the 
bounty of the table, and the dogs were hungry for a few 
crumbs! Am I condemned by that statement, because of 
indifference to privileges in Christ, while many know Him 
not, who would lay their lives at His feet? Am I pleading 
with Christ for the saving of a life? Is it intense and per- 
severing prayer like unto this woman's ? For Christ to say, 
" Be it unto thee even as thou wilt," is victory. 

Prayer: Loving Saviour, waken my soul to a concern 
for my friends until I am driven to Thee in a spirit of inter- 
cession which cannot be denied. Let me realize that Thou 
art ready to bless me according to my faith. 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



4TH Day — The Transfiguration 

Read Matt. 17:1-13, Mark 9:2-13, and Luke 9:28-36. 
Why did Christ give His disciples great object-lessons, as 
well as the truth taught by His words ? Was tne transfigur- 
ation partly for Christ's own sake ? Write down the lessons 
which the disciples are taught here ( i ) by the fact that He 
chose three to go, (2) by the glorious manifestation, (3) 
by the appearance of Moses and Elias, (4) by their discus- 
sion of His coming decease, (5) by the overshadowing 
cloud, (6) by the voice from the cloud, (7) by the message 
heard, (8) by the command that they tell no man, (9) by 
the word of Jesus, " Arise and be not afraid," (10) by the 
fact that " Jesus only " remained with them. Why was 
Peter's proposition to build tabernacles impracticable ? How 
should the transfiguration mean more to us now than it 
could mean to them then ? In the training which the chosen 
three received in this experience, what was it which proved 
most important and helpful to them? 

Memorize Matt. 17:5. 

Meditation : " They came down from the mountain." 
The mountain-top experience is occasional. Its inspiration 
is for the work which still needs to be done down at the 
base of the mountain. We are to keep the vision of our 
ideals clear but not to dream about them long^ as so much 
needs to be done before they can be realized. My ideal, 
above everything else, must be the point toward which I am 
striving. It must be my inspiration to call out every particle 
of energy and fix my purpose upon reaching up to it. For 
me the next thing to be done which will bring me nearer my 
ideal must be my duty to-day. My ideal is this : to be like 
Christ. I too, must see " Jesus only." Therefore, the duty 
for to-day must be to concentrate my energy at that point 
where the next thing needs to be done that will make me 
more like Christ. 

Prayer: I would glorify Thee, O Christ! Therefore 
help me to possess and reflect Thy glory of character. 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



5TH Day — The Child Spirit 

Read Matt. 18:1-14. Perhaps the favor shown to the 
chosen three at the transfiguration was the occasion of this 
dispute. How human they all were ! Write down your idea 
of what the disciples considered the marks of greatness at 
this time. Next write down the qualities which make the 
child-spirit. What is the force of Christ's words, " Except 
ye be converted " ? Had they not been converted ? Are 
there several conversions ? Or different kinds ? In the light 
of this narrative what is the evidence of a true conversion? 
In training His disciples why was it necessary for Christ to 
probe into their hearts and teach them this lesson ? What is 
the logical connection between the first part of the passage 
and the teaching about " despising the little ones " ? Take 
the two centres, " concern for self," and " concern for every 
soul," and divide the thought of the passage between them. 
What was the point, in this connection, about the cup of 
cold water ? 

Memorize Matt. 18:3-4. 

Meditation: How this incident strikes home to my 
heart ! Self has been in so much of my thought, and even 
my resolutions about consecration to Christ's service have 
been colored with hopes for myself. How little have I been 
so emptied as to be greatly concerned about everyone around 
me! Have I actually despised some to whom I have not 
given directly a single thought for their redemption? God 
help me to realize Christ's meaning in these words! How 
I pity the disciples ! But does not the Master pity me even 
more? Have I been content to do little things in Christ's 
name, day by day, quietly, lovingly? How false are my 
ideas of true greatness? Can I go on in just the same old 
way? 

Prayer : O Christ, as Thou didst empty Thyself to serve 
and die that I might live and serve, help me, I beseech Thee, 
to learn Thy humility in unselfish, glad service ! 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



6th Day — Lessons in Forgiveness 

Read Matt. 18:21-35; also Matt. 12:22-32. Perhaps the 
dispute had involved unkind words, possibly hasty accusa- 
tions, occasioning Peter's question. Perhaps Christ's words 
about offences led them to wonder how far forgiveness could 
reach. Perhaps the teaching in Matt. 12 had something to 
do with the question. Why is the word " unpardonable " an 
unfortunate one to use in connection with the thought of 
man's sin? Why is it impossible for God to forgive unre- 
pented sin? What attitude of heart toward the truth is 
involved in the sin against the Holy Ghost? Is the picture 
in Matt. 18 true of men generally? How would you state, 
in writing, the law of forgiveness, considering God, your- 
self, and your neighbor. Cover all the ground which you 
think involved in this law. What does it mean that the Lord 
said " thou wicked servant," not at first, but afterward ? 
What dealing do we actually ask of God, in this matter, 
every time we utter the Lord's prayer ? 

Memorize Matt. 6:14-15. 

Meditation : Again the lesson turns upon the difference 
between the self-centred life and that in which self is easily 
forgotten. How often Christ found it necessary to teach 
this truth, as it applied in so many ways ! Am I cherishing 
a spirit of unforgiveness against anyone ? Do I realize that 
I am in a hopeless state until I forgive? Redemption is 
impossible where forgiveness is absent. I must not ask 
how often must I do, but how often may I do? There is the 
key to the true heart life. Oh, the wonders of God's grace 
revealed in His readiness to forgive me, with an unlimited 
forgiveness so long as I repent and turn to Him with an 
honest heart. 

Prayer : God of wondrous love, cut self out of my heart. 
Fill me with such a sense of Thy great love as will make it 
impossible for me not to forgive quickly. 
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STUDY XIII. THE DIVINE SAVIOUR 



7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Glance rapidly over the lessons of the week. Out of 
these six days what one lesson stands most prominent in 
your mind, as the lesson which Christ was anxious to have 
the disciples learn? Go over the six days and write down 
those qualities of character which the disciples reveal in 
the passages considered. Remember human nature is a 
constant quality through the years. Examining yourself in 
the light of this week's study, what one lesson do you need 
most to learn ? Considering Peter's attempt to walk on the 
sea, his profession of faith, his suggestion about the three 
tabernacles, and his question about forgiveness, what sort of 
temperament would you say he had ? Specify Peter's strong 
points and his weak ones, as we see him in this study. 
Specify the six points in the lessons which suggest the 
topic The Divine Saviour. Have you thought of the new 
conceptions of Christ the disciples had because of these six 
incidents ? 

Meditation: I realize the divinity of Christ in nothing 
so much as in His utter unselfishness. This is the supreme 
quality of the divine love, and love is the ultimate fact in 
God's life. What of my life? Have I heard Christ's 
" peace " in the midst of the storm ? Have I confessed Him 
in the loyalty of Peter's heart, during the days of this week ? 
Have I prayed with the clinging importunity of the Canaan- 
ite woman, this week, for some one whose salvation is not 
yet assured ? Have I had a mountain-top vision this week ? 
Is the child-spirit given larger place in my heart? Has 
the supreme importance of the spirit of forgiveness im- 
pressed me anew, and possessed me more fully ? 

Prayer : Son of God and Son of Man, help me to be a 
child of God, and to realize that sonship by being a faithful 
brother to my fellow-men. As I learn of Thy wonderful 
mercy toward me may I also learn to have great sympathy 
for my fellow-men. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



1ST Day — ^The Seventy Sent 

Read Luke 9:1-24. Write down the distinctions you 
would make between the mission of the twelve and that of 
the seventy. Analyze the passage, bringing out the great 
principles and features of Christian work which apply now 
as then. Note that to the seventy, and to the twelve alike, 
the great constraint is that a world of men is needing the 
salvation of God. It is a plenteous harvest waiting for more 
laborers. Is it your judgment that the commission to heal 
continues to this day ? What place should we give to means 
to heal the sick in connection with prayer? Are we to go 
unprovided now, as they did then? What advantage is 
there in having two go together in Christian work ? When 
is it better for one to go alone? What inspiring lesson do 
you learn from the joy of the seventy in the success of their 
work? What is the meaning of Christ's statement about 
Satan? How do you understand Christ's strong words 
about those who did not receive the seventy? 

Memorize Luke 10:2. 

Meditation : The grefiat need of the world to-day is more 
bands of seventy who are ready to go to the lost in obedience 
to the commands of Christ. I learn the thought of Christ 
concerning the ministry to men's bodily needs as well as 
their spiritual. The teaching in i John 3:16-18 is one I 
need to learn until I gladly live it. Then I can the more 
effectively proclaim " The kingdom of God is at hand " to 
men. As I think of the field then and now, I thank God and 
take courage. God has used men like me to advance His 
cause, and He will use me if I am ready to obey and serve 
Him. With all that has been done, so much yet remains. 
Am I willing to be one of another seventy to go ? Perhaps 
my decision will influence another. Let me take that fact 
into account. 

Prayer: God of the harvest, Thou wouldst send me. 
Help me to be ready to go, trusting Thee and loving men, 
ready to serve gladly. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



2D Day — Christ the Light of the World 

Read John 9. A theory of transmigration was held by 
some. Hence the idea that the man himself might be re- 
sponsible for being born blind came from the thought that 
he might be receiving punishment for sin committed in a 
former existence. Does Christ's teaching in verse 3 jus- 
tify the conviction that much physical suffering may be apart 
from immediate responsibility? Why do we have more, 
space devoted to the record of this miracle than to any 
other in the gospels ? Write down the different steps taken 
by the authorities to discredit the fact. What would you 
say of the logic of this man's defence of Christ? Why is it 
proper to say his faith in Christ was strictly scientific? 
What does science demand as the starting-point for any 
man's inference or belief? Did this man have that neces- 
sary element? Is your faith in Christ one that you could 
defend clearly? 

Memorize John 9:25. 

Meditation : A picture of the helplessness of sin is given 
us here. What hope has a blind man in himself ? Unless 
power beyond and above him helps, he is utterly undone. It 
is just so with the man who is blind to God's truth. I must 
realize the absolute necessity for God's grace in the heart 
before any man can be made a new creature. Am I con- 
tinuing blind to any fact about my life which I ought hon- 
estly to look squarely in the face ? Can I testify out of an 
experience so real that no man could for a moment cause 
me to doubt Christ as my Saviour ? Nothing less than that 
is essential to my living faith in Christ. For He has said 
to His followers, " Ye are the light of the world. Let your 
light shine." 

Prayer : Blinded by sin, I turn to Thee, O Christ, to see 
the truth as it is in Thee, to see my hope in Thee, to find 
my duty in obeying Thee, to realize my highest joy in fellow- 
ship with Thee. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



3D Day — Christ the Good Shepherd 

Read John lo. Write down the items which characterize 
the two kinds of shepherds. Why did Christ use the alle- 
gory of the door, in addition to that of the Shepherd? In 
connection with the figure of the door, what three blessings 
are secured to believers in Christ ? Indicate the points mark- 
ing the true sheep in relation to the Shepherd. In connec- 
tion with the figure of the Shepherd, what blessings are 
secured to Christ's followers ? What high claim does Christ 
make in the chapter? What is the basis of this claim as it 
is urged upon the people? Is that same basis equally valid 
for that same claim to-day? What is there in the chapter 
to indicate that Christ has His disciples in mind, and was 
seeking their education, as well as the information of the 
people generally? What is the teaching concerning the 
mutual knowledge that ought to exist between Christ and 
His followers? 

Memorize John io:ii. 

Meditation : " None of the ransomed ever knew how 
deep were the waters crossed ; nor how dark was the night 
that the Lord passed through, ere He found His sheep that 
was lost ! " Oh, for some adequate appreciation of the love 
God has revealed in Jesus Christ ! His voluntary, vicarious, 
redeeming work for me I take with such quiet complacency ! 
" Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift ! " I have 
thought Christ Himself loved this figure of the Good Shep- 
herd best of all as applied to Himself in His relation to His 
people, and His work for us. Am I a true follower of my 
Shepherd? Do I know and hear His voice? Answer ear- 
nestly, O my soul ! Am I His, so that no power can pluck 
me out of His hands ? 

Prayer: "Love divine, all love excelling," help me to 
hear Thee calling me, and give me strength to follow gladly 
wherever Thou dost lead, assured that Thou art ever with 
me all the way. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



4TH Day — The Good Samaritan 



» 



Read Luke lo :25-37. What does the term " lawyer 
signify in the gospels ? What is taught us in the way Christ 
turned His questioner to the Scriptures? Sometimes it is 
wise to turn back a question with another question, which 
puts the man on the defensive. In this matchless parable, 
what is the lesson for us to-day? Could we fairly apply 
it, and say who is the priest, who the Levite, and who the 
Samaritan to-day? In which class must you be placed? 
Give the answer in view of what you are actually doing to 
help your " neighbor," as Christ describes him here. What 
is the teaching of the words " as thyself " regarding the 
degree of renunciation which should mark the earnest Chris- 
tian worker? What place is there for a true love of self? 
and why? Why must the real love of God come first, be- 
fore the love of man? How can we learn to love God, if 
we do not? Prepare a brief outline for a short talk on 
this subject. 

Meditation : " Go thou and do likewise ! " Ah, how the 
Master drives home the thrust ! " What is written ? " How 
often I am inclined to quibble, like the lawyer, about my 
Christian duty; when God's word has spoken clearly, if I 
am but willing to heed! What selfishness dominates the 
Church of Christ to-day, even as the religious classes then 
were largely self-centred! Am I yielding to the general 
trend of indifference to the spiritual welfare of the men 
about me? "Who is my neighbor?" How am I asking 
that question? How am I answering it? I must make the 
answer definite, and fix my heart upon the blessed privilege, 
and the God-imposed duty of striving to help that particular 
man. 

Prayer : Not to be ministered unto, but to minister, didst 
Thou come, blessed Master. Even so, I would have my life 
in accord with Thine. Help me this day to show forth Thy 
spirit in my contact with those I meet, watching to be helpful. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



5TH Day — Lessons in Prayer 

Read Luke ii :i-i3 and 18:1-14. Luke's account of this 
incident is not the same as Matthew's. It was later. There- 
fore, what is the force of Christ's repeating the very same 
petitions, in answer to their question? Write down from 
memory the times when we read of Christ praying. What 
argument for the reasonableness and necessity of prayer 
would you give to one who does not pray? Take the cardinal 
words of this prayer and write as much of the significance 
of each as possible, as the word " our," its reach, its obliga- 
tions, its comfort, etc. The passage in chapter 18 is fuller 
light on verses 5 to 8. Equally important with what to 
pray is how to pray. Write down the marks of the true spirit 
of prayer as taught in both the passages. What is the logic 
of II : 1 1-13 in the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit? 

Meditation: ''He was praying in a certain place." 
Might not Christ dispense with prayer ? Ah, no. He needed 
to pray not simply because of His humanity, but also because 
of His divinity. They who say they do not need to pray 
have gone beyond Christ in their assumption. Those disciples 
knew that Christ's daily prayers largely explained His life 
and power. Am I concerned to learn this great lesson from 
Christ? It was essential to the best training of the dis- 
ciples. Even so I must have it if my life is to be one of 
power with God and men. And I realize that my spirit 
in prayer is more of a determining factor than my petitions. 
What of my faith, my humility of heart, my perseverance in 
pleading with God? Do I need a change in my habits of 
prayer? This day's teaching will lead me into the holy of 
holies with my Saviour. 

Prayer: Humbly I confess my shallowness in prayer, 
my Saviour. I too beseech Thee to teach me how to pray. 
I know the teaching in words, but help me to know its 
power in daily communion. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



6th Day — Parables of Lost Men 

Read Luke 15. How would you indicate a distinct prog- 
ress in these parables ( i ) in their description of the sinner, 
(2) in their picture of the divine love ? The two great words 
in all three parables are " lost " and " found." Indicate the 
steps which led to the extreme condition of the lost. Note 
the steps involved in the return. What fact can you men- 
tion in the later Scripture to show that the disciples of Christ 
needed this lesson in their training? How far do Christ's 
followers to-day seek the " publicans and sinners " ? Why 
is it as it is ? What lesson is taught in the words " until 
he find it " which we should apply in our service ? What 
new thought concerning heaven is given the disciples in 
these parables ? Where is " the far country " ? Why is the 
father represented as waiting at home in the third parable, 
while he is seeking in the others ? What are the two most 
prominent lessons taught in the passage? 

Memorize Luke 15:10. 

Meditation : Do I wander away from Christ like a silly 
sheep? Is the image blurred which ought to reflect Christ? 
Is there any of the prodigal spirit in my life? The elder 
brother went into the far country of selfishness, though 
outwardly he was near all the time. Is it not a danger 
against which I must guard most earnestly? Have I this 
love divine which seeks to save, and ceases not till it finds? 
Murmurs on earth, but joy in heaven ! Ah, yes, this is the 
result of Christ's living. Trials here, but triumph by and 
by. Service here, home hereafter. Oh my soul, wilt thou 
have this love for thine? And wilt thou still be unconcerned 
about lost men ? 

Prayer: God of wondrous love, empty me of the elder 
brother's spirit. Give me the penitent heart of the prodigal 
because of my sin. Draw me close to Thee in Thy forgiv- 
ing love. Then fill me with Thy love and Thy ministry for 
lost men. 
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STUDY XIV. SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 



7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Review rapidly the lessons for the week. Taking the 
thought of the seventy going out, consider the subject of 
witnessing for Christ, and specify what would be the dis- 
tinctive character of the witnessing of a man whose ex- 
perience is like that of the restored blind man. How do 
the sheep witness for the Shepherd? How does the good 
Samaritan witness for Christ? What is the relation of 
prayer to witness-bearing? What kind of witness may be 
given by the prodigal? What was the difference of tem- 
perament in the man to whom Christ spake the parable of the 
good Samaritan, from that of the people to whom He spake 
the parables of the lost men ? Take the five lessons after the 
first, and specify what each one gave the disciples in the way 
of a new thought about Christ, and so about God and the 
kingdom of heaven. Taking some of the points in the week's 
study prepare an outline for a brief talk on the general sub- 
ject " Saved to the uttermost." 

Meditation: Have I caught anything like an adequate 
vision of God's wondrous love for men? Do I appreciate, 
even in a slight measure, the infinite mercy which deals so 
tenderly with me when I wander away from my heavenly 
Father, which sends after me the messenger pleading for 
my return, with promises of forgiveness and restoration and 
help ? But it is for this that God is at work in the world ! Oh 
that I may be profoundly stirred by these pictures of divine 
grace, until I cannot resist the constraining love of Christ, 
as it compels me to plead with men to be reconciled unto God ! 

Prayer : By my life and by the spoken word, let me be a 
faithful witness, O Christ, to Thy saving grace in redeeming 
lost men. Help me to be true to Thy love for a dying world, 
not satisfied until I am doing all in my power to give the 
knowledge of Thee to every man. 
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STUDY XV. TESTS OF CHARACTER 



1ST Day — ^The Resurrection of Lazarus 

Read John ii. The record clearly states that Christ de- 
layed His going to Lazarus because of the. contribution He 
intended to make to the training of His followers. What 
new conceptions of His power did they receive through this 
incident ? Studying the two characters of Martha and Mary 
in this chapter, which appears the stronger ? Why ? What 
does the effort of the disciples to dissuade Christ from going 
to Judea reveal as to their insight into the truth? If we 
had only the utterance of Thomas recorded in verse i6, what 
estimate would we have of his character? Why is it spe- 
cially significant that Lazarus had been dead four days? 
Testing the characters of Martha and Mary, write down the 
characteristics which each reveals in this account. Why 
was Christ so anxious to have Martha's faith so clear and 
strong before He performed the miracle ? Was this miracle 
really any more wonderful than many another recorded? 
Give a reason for your answer. 

Memorize John 1 1 125-26. 

Meditation : What a training was this for the disciples I 
How could they doubt Christ's power again ! . I am im- 
pressed by their hesitation to follow Christ when it threat- 
ened suffering to them. Yet it would have been greater suf- 
fering to our Lord if He had not gone on in the path of duty. 
There was a joy in His cross. deeper than its suffering. 
Here was the testing of His character also. Am I expect- 
ing Christ to give life to some dear one? Is He saying to 
me, " Roll away the stone," and waiting until that is done 
before He speaks the word of power? 

Prayer : Lord of life, Thou alone canst quicken the dead 
to life. Revive me spiritually, and gird me to do my part 
with Thee in helping men. Hast Thou been unable to heed 
my requests because of my sin and unbelief? Oh, give me 
a prevailing faith in my prayer. 
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STUDY XV. TESTS OF CHARACTER 



2D Day — The Rich Young Man 

Read Mark 10:17-31. Write down the points which may 
be mentioned concerning this young man, which are worthy 
of commendation. Why did Christ criticise the expression 
" good master " ? What was wrong with the faith of this 
inquirer ? Why does Christ lay stress upon the second table 
of the Law ? Why is a complete surrender to Christ neces- 
sary to a true allegiance and effective service? Write a 
comparison between the value of the young man's posses- 
sions, and those which Christ promised him in verse 21. 
What does Christ teach about the danger of riches, as well 
as the danger of trusting in them ? What spirit is manifest 
in Peter's statement and question? Had the disciples been 
following Christ with selfish expectations? Mention some 
later incidents to prove your judgment. What lessons does 
Christ teach us here about dealing with such a young man as 
this? Write a description of the way Christ met him at 
each point. 

Meditation : I am sure there was a loving sympathy in 
Christ's tones and manner; yet He must press home the 
truth without reservation. He desires to do that in my life. 
What is my conspicuous lack? What is the dearest thing 
to which I cling, perhaps not realizing that if Christ said 
it must go, I would actually hesitate between it and Christ ? 
What human nature the disciples had, like ourselves ! Ear- 
nest heart-searchings would Christ have stirred in every 
heart by that scene ; yet comes the question, " What shall 
we have?" May I heed that word of warning, the first 
may be last! With all my opportunities and advantages, 
am I pushing to the front in Christ's service? Am I on 
the firing line, or in the rear? 

Prayer : Thou canst not be satisfied with me, so long as 
any willing compromise remains, my Saviour. Let me not 
be satisfied to cling to anything which may keep me away 
from Thee ; for without Thee, I am lost ! 
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STUDY XV. TESTS OF CHARACTER 



3D Day — ^A Place by the Throne 

Read Matt. 20:20-28 and Mark 10:35-45. How much 
do you think the mother had to do with this request, judg- 
ing by Christ's replies? Did Christ actually deny the re- 
quest? What is to be commended about it? What was 
wrong about it? Why could not Christ grant the request? 
If a man untrained in diplomacy and statesmanship were to 
ask the President to make him Secretary of State, what 
would be the reply? Why must one drink the cup and ex- 
perience the baptism, if he would climb to a place close to 
the throne? What does the anger of the ten, upon dis- 
covering the request, reveal as to their motives ? Do people 
to-day imagine God can grant requests, if He only chooses 
to do so? But can God do so? Give a reason for your 
judgment. In Christ's discourse which follows, what is the 
great lesson? How important is this lesson for Christian 
workers to know by genuine experience? 

Memorize Matt. 16:24. 

Meditation : One on the right side and one on the left I 
My mind runs ahead a little to Gethsemane, at the time 
when the multitude came to take their Lord. Then was the 
time to be close to Christ ! But, alas, they forsook Him and 
fled ! Yes, even on Calvary, where there were three crosses, 
had these two been unswervingly loyal, the reasonable in- 
ference would be that James and John would have been cru- 
cified with Him. Alas, how little they realized what it meant 
to be close to Christ! Do I realize it to-day? Do I see 
the only way to the throne of power to be the way of self- 
denying service ? Do I sometimes imagine God can answer . 
my prayer, regardless of my purpose and effort to meet the 
necessary conditions ? Am I ready to climb in order to reach 
the place close to Christ? 

Prayer : Give me a clear vision, O Christ, of the reason- 
able and necessary conditions I must meet, if I dare to hope 
for Thy blessing. 

108 



Studies in God^s Methods of Training Workers 



STUDY XV. TESTS OF CHARACTER. 



•iA. 



4TH Day — Christ and Zaccheus 

Read Luke 19 :i-io. How was the business of this " chief 
among the publicans " beset by special temptations ? Write 
down all the qualities of his character suggested to you by 
each item in the story. Note that Zaccheus deliberately chose 
to endure probable ridicule because of his conduct in order 
to see Jesus. In the light of the full narrative, what were 
his motives in the desire to see Jesus? Suppose Zaccheus 
said in his heart, " I must see Jesus " ! What then would be 
the force of our Saviour's words, " Zaccheus, I must abide 
at thy house " ? How sudden do you suppose this conversion 
was? Again we see Christ's readiness to go to the full 
length of a man's faith. What three Christian qualities of 
character appear in the words of Zaccheus in verse 8 ? How 
much of a good reputation did he retrieve that day? What 
relation was there between the readiness of Zaccheus to 
restore to his fellow-men, and the readiness of God to re- 
store Zaccheus? 

Memorize Luke 19:8. 

Meditation : Christ will be the guest even of the " chief 
of publicans " if he will welcome the Saviour to his heart. 
What is necessary for me to do in order to have Christ 
abide with me ? Must anything in my life be changed ? Is 
there any kind of restitution which I ought to make? Am 
I as earnest in my purpose to see Jesus with a clearer vision 
as Zaccheus was ? Is there an " I must " pressing upon 
my heart and conscience, as I think of Christ and His de- 
sires for me? If my soul longs to see Him, my Saviour 
►will not pass me by. Oh, to receive Him " joyfully " ! That 
will mean a life of glad service to follow. I note that Christ 
did not condemn the idea of using the money of Zaccheus, 
though ill-gotten, for the poor. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, I thank thee for Thy readiness to 
receive, to forgive and to use all who turn to Thee. May 
the comfort of this truth be inspiration to better service. 
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STUDY XV. TESTS OF CHARACTER 



Sth Day — Mary^s Precious Ointment 

Read Mark 14:3-9 and John 12:1-8. As the end of His 
ministry drew near, what was it that our Saviour most 
desired to find in His disciples? What justifies the idea that 
Mary had a deeper insight into the atoning character of 
Christ's death than any other follower? What was there 
about her deed which made it so grateful to Jesus? What 
is taught here concerning the motive in service which is 
most acceptable to Christ? What lesson is suggested by 
the costly character of the ointment? Did Jesus appreciate 
this deed because it was done publicly, rather than privately ? 
Why could not the other disciples appreciate the true sig- 
nificance of this deed ? What hint have we of the tendency 
which was working in the spirit of Judas? Measure the 
good this expression of love has done in the world, as 
against the good which would have followed giving three 
hundred pence to the poor. What very important lesson is 
here taught the Christian worker? 

Meditation : That word " beforehand " holds my atten- 
tion. There were some women with ointment and spices 
at the tomb on that third day to anoint his body for the 
burial; but it was too late. Mary was beforehand. Ah, 
how much of comfort and joy might have been for so many 
lives, if only the expression of love had been made before- 
hand ! Is there a hungry heart somewhere waiting for me 
to speak the appreciative word or perform the act of kind- 
ness, which by its very opportuneness will be a double 
blessing? Nay, am I delaying the expression of my faith 
in Christ and my love for Him? Surely He deserves the 
prompt, full expression of my truest allegiance and devotion 
to Him and His cause ! 

Prayer: Blessed Master, let my life be such that Thou 
canst also stay of me, " He haH:h done what he could." 
Deepen my love to Thee. Help me to be prompt to do the 
thing that offers before it is too late. 
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STUDY XV. TESTS OF CHARACTER 



6th Day — ^The Triumphal Entry 

Read Luke 19 :28-48 and John 12 : 12-36. Why did Christ 
desire to make this sort of entry into Jerusalem? Write 
down from memory a list of the cities which were pivot- 
points of special influence in the spread of Christianity. 
Why is the evangelization of the cities an essential condi- 
tion to Christ's, ultimate triumph? Specify the modem 
movements among the youth which promise to fulfil the 
prophecy contained in the praises of the children. In John 
12:31 the Greek for "judgment" is crisis. In what sense 
was that hour the world's crisis-hour? What distinction 
must be made between the crisis in any struggle, and the 
consummation? What, therefore, was the contrast to be 
noted between Christ's triumph at the crisis of His strug- 
gle, and that ultimate triumph at the future consummation 
of His work ? What was the effect of this day's experience 
upon the disciples ? 

Meditation: Triumph through tears! It was so with 
Christ. It must be so with His followers. I am not to hope 
for victory without the discipline of disappointment and 
sorrow. Not that I need to be seeking or anticipating the 
experience; but it will come sooner or later. If it be in 
the way of my purpose to make Christ my king, then it will 
be a blessing, and I must accept it without murmuring. 
Every man comes to his crisis-hour, as Christ did. Have I 
reached my crisis-day? Have I passed it? Have I realized 
it ? It may not be the day I choose Christ, but rather the day 
when I decide what my life-work for Christ is to be. I know 
what is essential to Christ's triumph both in my own life 
and in all the world. 

Prayer: As I know, help me to do and be, my blessed 
Saviour. I would make Thee King and give my best al- 
legiance to Thee now and forever. But let me realize that 
loyalty means obedience, and help me to be loyal in very deed. 



106 






t* % »« ^ w 



Studies in God's Methods of Training Workers 



STUDY XV, TESTS OF CHARACTER 



7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Read rapidly the Scripture for the week. Note the dif- 
ferent temperaments of Martha and Mary as Christ dealt 
with them to prepare them for the resurrection of Lazarus. 
Zaccheus had wealth, like the young ruler. Why did not 
Christ make the same requirement of both ? What parallel 
could you draw between the replies which Jesus gave to the 
two sons of ZebedeC; when they desired the high places, and 
to the two Greeks who desired to see Him at the feast? 
What do Christ's words teach us as to the spirit in which 
we should ever consider the failures of our fellows ? Com- 
pare the two characters of the rich young ruler and Zac- 
cheus, first in themselves, second in their relations to Christ. 
Take the six lessons under this idea of Tests of Character, 
and write down the qualities which they teach as consti- 
tuting the right attitude of men toward Christ and His ser- 
vice. 

Memorize i Cor. 3:11-15. 

Meditation : Every man's character is being tested day 
by day. My requests in prayer test me. The motives back 
of them test me. My trust in sorrow tests me. My confi- 
dence concerning the victory over death tests me. My use 
of wealth tests me. My readiness to bring my most precious 
possession to Christ tests me. My readiness to make Him 
truly King tests me. And as I am thus tested, what sort of 
character am I revealing? It is not what men see, but what 
I know God sees, about which I must be concerned. Am I 
building stubble or gold ? Am I building on the true foun- 
dation, or on some unworthy one ? 

Prayer: O Thou who knowest the heart of man, help 
me to live as one who must give an account ; not simply at 
the last, but now, day by day. Make me glad because of Thy 
testing. May it help me. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



1ST Day — Christ Rejected 

Read Matt. 21:33-46 and John 12:37-50. The plot 
was thickening and Christ knew it. Hence so much teaching 
at this time concerning His rejection. Why did He dwell 
so much on this rejection in His preaching to the Jews? 
Applying the parable to the Jewish nation, write down 
the several teachings contained in it. How would you ap- 
ply the parable to-day to living men? What direct lesson 
is taught the Christian worker? Why did Christ supple- 
ment the parable with the figure about the corner-stone? 
Write a reason for God's right to our loyal service. Note 
again the same old sin of selfishness is back of Christ's re- 
jection. What is the logic of unbelief as set forth in John's 
reflection on the subject? What would seem to have been 
one purpose in Christ's miracles, judging from John 12:37? 
What was the relation of Isaiah's prophecy to the fact? 
Were the Jews compelled to sin because Isaiah had prophe- 
sied that they would ? 

Memorize Matt. 21 .42, 

Meditation : God intrusts the work of His vineyard to 
men. Therefore, any failure to be faithful to any trust in- 
volves nothing less than the spirit which rejects Christ. I 
cannot profess to accept Christ, and at the same time refuse 
to do His work, with any hope of being accepted of God, or 
without soon knowing that I am only giving Him lip ser- 
vice. Not only so, but if in my part of the vineyard I reject 
opportunities to help any soul for whom Christ died, I am 
Surely betraying the spirit which rejects Christ. For Christ 
is waiting to be formed anew in every such life. He said, 
" Inasmuch as ye do it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye do it unto me." 

Prayer : Lord of the vineyard, may I learn to count my 
life a trust, a stewardship, and live as one who has been 
bought by Thee, joyfully giving my best to Thee. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



2D Day — The Lesson in Humility 

Read John 13:1-20. Why does John give special em- 
phasis to the fact that Jesus was consciously divine as he 
set about this task ? Mark the touch of the personal witness 
in John's record all along. What added significance is in 
the statement about Judas ? How was this incident to illus- 
trate the fact that Jesus continued to love His disciples with 
fullest love? Write out a statement of Peter's attitude be- 
fore and after the words of Christ in verse 8. Does Christ 
mean to teach that the amount of water used is not impor- 
tant? What do you think prompted Christ to do this deed 
at this time? Do you think any other act of Jesus reveals 
His greatness more than this? K so, what? Mark again 
the emphasis of the divine consciousness in verses 13 and 14. 
What new revelation of God is here given to the disciples? 
How did this incident figure in their training for service ? 

Memorize Prov. 16:19. 

Meditation : What was the explanation of such love as 
this? I think it must be in the words " His own." He had 
given His life for them, had purchased them in His love, and 
He could not for one moment think of anything else than 
perfecting their salvation. What a lesson to me in the per- 
severance of Christian love, as I find myself discouraged 
about someone whom I have tried to reach ! Nothing made 
those disciples believe in Him more than the way He served 
them. I, too, will convince men by actually doing something 
for them which will prove my self-denying love. But what 
a joy to think that Christ will be faithful to me, even though 
I am so weak, so selfish ! This is the Christian's hope. He 
loves His own to the end. In the very nature of things 
Christ's love lives on. 

Prayer : Wondrous love divine ! O let me have a vision 
of Thee which will bum out of my life so much that is weak 
and unworthy in me. May I live for the eye of God, rather 
than for the eyes of men. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



3D Day — Christ and Judas 

Read John 13:10-11, 18-30; Luke 22:1-6, John 18:1-5, 
Luke 22:47-48, Mark 14:43-45, and Matthew 27:3-10. 
Why was it important that Christ should foretell the be- 
trayal of Judas? What would the choice of Judas to be 
one of the twelve naturally lead to in the way of questioning 
Christ's true messiahship ? What do you think of the theory 
of some that Judas only intended to bring Christ to a crisis 
which would lead Him to declare Himself King? Write 
down your reasons for or against this view. Make an analy- 
sis of the steps which appear in the passages given, reveal- 
ing the development of the traitor's spirit in Judas. Can 
you mention any discourse of Christ which you think was 
specially intended to help Judas? What is suggested to 
your mind by the statement, in John 18 :2, that " Judas knew 
the place " ? What was lacking in the remorse of Jiidas ? 
What is the difference between remorse and repentance? 

Meditation: Betraying the Son of Man with a kiss! 
This seems the extreme of perfidy. And yet the spirit of that 
deed lurks in every heart that puts on an outward show of 
following Jesus Christ, while the inner heart-life is not pure 
and true. Treachery, is so very subtle, that I need to guard 
most earnestly against any temptation to compromise with 
duty, to lower the banner of the cross. Moreover, like 
Judas, I cannot be untrue to Christ, without also influencing 
others against Him. Therefore I must be doubly earnest, as 
I strive to make my life helpful to men in winning them to 
Christ. It was self which had larger place in the heart of 
Judas, until there was no place for Christ. Do I realize 
the danger of gratifying self? 

Prayer : Even Gethsemane must bring Thee this treach- 
ery, O Christ. Grant to me that watching and prayer, of 
which Thou didst speak to Thy disciples, that I may not 
enter into temptation. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



4TH Day — Christ and Peter 

Read Mark 8:31-33, Luke 22:31-34 and 54-62, and John 
21 :iS-i7. Peter was the leader of the disciples. He had 
certain elements of leadership. Write them down from your 
general knowledge of him. Then write the elements of 
weakness in his character. Note how uncompromising 
Christ was in condemnation of Peter's boastfulness and over- 
confidence. But mark the contrast in His dealings with the 
penitent and humble Peter. Why did Christ send a special 
message to Peter on the morning of His resurrection? 
(Mark 16:7.) An important fact is to be noted in John 21. 
When Christ questioned Peter, He used that high verb 
(agapo), which indicates the love of i Corinthians 13. 
Christ asked for this highest, holiest love. But poor Peter 
could not dare to profess that, and he answered, " Lord, 
Thou knowest I love Thee" (philo). He did love Christ, 
such as it was. The second time Christ still pressed His 
high claim, but Peter could only assert his love of a lower 
order. Then in His third question Christ came down to 
Peter's verb and accepted it for what it was. But He chal- 
lenged Peter even there. This was what grieved Peter, that 
Christ should urge him to be sure that he loved Him as 
he loved a friend, and would stand for Christ even as for a 
friend. 

Meditation: Ah! Is not that just what I must say to 
my Lord ? It is a poor sort of love, a weak faith ; but He 
knows my heart, and knows there is this love though im- 
perfect given to Him. Would I be as true to Christ as to 
an earthly friend? Would I as loyally defend His cause? 
He accepted Peter and ordained him to preach the Gospel. 
So may I believe He will accept me and send me forth to 
win men. Am I denying Christ now in any way? Would 
anyone think I am not a true Christian because of anything 
I do? 

Prayer : Most gracious Lord, chisel out the rock element 
in my character, as Thou didst in Peter. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



STH Day — Christian Communion 

Read i Cor. 1 1 123-28. Christianity involves personal re- 
lations, and these relations centre in the person of Jesus 
Christ. The Sacrament is to keep Christ in the memory of 
men. What does this passage teach as to the significance 
of this sacrament? What obligation rests upon a follower 
of Christ to observe it? What is gained to the man who 
enters into a Christian communion? How does its ob- 
servance impress the world? You will have inquiries as to 
the necessity of one entering the Church. Have your posi- 
tion clear. Church membership is not necessary to salva- 
tion ; but it is helpful to the best possible service. Any man 
who would be used of God as far as possible will be iden- 
tified with God's people. The means of grace are centred 
in the Church as the organized exponent of the cause of 
Christ in the world. 

Memorize Luke 22:19, last clause. 

Meditation : Remembering Christ ! Had we no photo- 
graph or portrait of our friends, their features would fade 
from our memories. Nothing makes vivid to me the atoning 
work of Christ, nothing recalls the upper room, Gethsemane, 
Calvary, the garden, the broken tomb, as does this sacrament. 
As a bond of Christian fellowship I have found it precious. 
No means of grace is more helpful than this, for it involves 
communion with my Lord, and quickens my sense of broth- 
erhood with men. Have I been making the most of it? 
Have I found it quickening and deepening my spiritual life, 
as I feed upon Christ, and find a tonic to my soul in His 
presence? Am I striving to bring others into this precious 
communion ? 

Prayer: Thou dost never forget me, O Christ, and art 
always near. May I know Thy presence in daily guidance 
and keeping. May I remember Thee in the daily life where 
men shall laiow I am keeping close to Thee. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



6th Day — ^The Vine and the Branches 

Read John 15 :i-ii. Note the place of prominence which 
the Father holds in this teaching. What does the husband- 
man do? How are we made clean? Why is vital fellow- 
ship with Christ necessary to the Christian? What conse- 
quences result from living apart from Christ? What is 
promised to one abiding in Christ ? We need Christ ; does 
Christ also need us ? Is the vine at all dependent upon the 
branches? How could Christ speak of His "joy" being 
" full " at this time ? What three conditions to answered 
prayer are given here ? What constitutes a man a true dis- 
ciple of Christ ? Note how the abiding in Christ is not for 
the disciple, himself; but it is that we may bring forth 
fruit, and that means that our lives will affect others in 
various ways in which we reflect Christ among our fellow- 
men. 

Memorize John 15:5. 

Meditation : What a lesson for every Christian ! I note 
the four classes (i) no fruit, (2) fruit, (3) more fruit, (4) 
much fruit. How far have I gone in that process of growth? 
I recall the painting which represents the believer clinging 
to the cross with one hand^ while with the other he is stretch- 
ing out to save a brother. This is a true picture of Chris- 
tian living. Is it thus I am bearing fruit? How clear the 
promises are! Do I accept them as for me? In so far as 
I am unfruitful, Christ explains it here. It is because I am 
living apart from Him. Fruit is certain when one abides 
in Christ. What is my life, measured by this standard? 
Must I be " purged " of God before I am ready for fruitful- 
ness? How many all about me are waiting for some of 
this precious fruit ! 

Prayer : I would not go empty-handed into-Thy presence, 
my Saviour. Therefore do Thou keep me vitally united 
with Thee;j that I max ^ fruitful, and thus glorify the 
Father. 
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STUDY XVI. THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 



7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Read John 12 120-33. The life that has not felt the shadow 
of the cross must know its presence sooner or later. Christ's 
rejection was the forecasting of that shadow^ When you 
attempt to win men you will sometimes be rebuffed; but 
do not be swerved from your purpose and endeavor. 
Christ's utter renunciation of self, as evidenced in the wash- 
ing of the disciples' feet, made the cross easier to bear. As 
the shadow of the cross fell upon the disciples, what was its 
effect upon Judas? What was its effect upon Peter? How 
could Christ speak of His §oul being " sorrowful unto 
death," and in the same hour of His " joy being full " ? 
Why did Christ deal differently with Judas and Peter? 
Write out these points of distinction between Judas and his 
betrayal, and Peter and his denial which occur to you from 
your general knowledge of the men. 

Memorize John 12:24. 

Meditation: If I stand close enough to the cross its 
shadow will fall upon me. Dare I stand far off in the hope 
of escaping it? Is it a cross for me to speak to men for 
Christ? This one cross I must learn to bear to the end. 
Then shall I know how sorrow and joy may both be* in 
the same heart at the same time. I must know the fellowship 
of His suffering in order to know the real fellowship of His 
service, and of His glory. I find the explanation of it all 
in John 12:25. It was His love for men which brought 
Christ to the earth, and to His cross. Do I need more of 
that love for men about me? Am I anxious to have that 
love determining my daily conduct among men? If not, 
why not? 

Prayer : Blessed Saviour, who lovest unto the end, give 
me to be faithful to Thee and my neighbor, even as Thou 
wast faithful. If the shadow of the cross shall fall on me, 
may the Sun of righteousness rise upon me with healing. 
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STUDY XVII. THE CRISIS HOURS 



!IST Day — Gethsemane 

Read Matt. 26:36-46 and John 18:1-11. We venture 
upon the sacred ground of Gethsemane with bated breath. 
Yet no chapter in all the record of Christ's wonderful life is 
more necessary to the man who would enter into full fellow- 
ship with Him. There is much debate as to what the " cup " 
was. Have you a definite opinion about it? But the im- 
portant fact is not what the cup was, but Christ's attitude 
concerning it. There are two features to the experience in 
Gethsemane; the agony and the arrest. Study the first in 
Matthew. Why did Christ ask the chosen three disciples 
to watch with Him? Try to analyze the spirit of Christ's 
prayer. How were the sleeping disciples in danger of en- 
tering into temptation ? Study John's account of the arrest. 
Why did Jesus go forth to meet them ? The answer should 
be connected with the fact stated in verse 6. Note in verse 
II the evidence that the struggle about the cup is settled. 
It was not taken away. 

Memorize Is. 53 :3. 

Meditation : Prayer is the supreme fact for me in Geth- 
semane. Christ's sorrow, His longing for companionship. 
His desire to do the will of God, His confident meeting of 
the multitude, relate themselves to His prayer. What depth 
of meaning must be in these words, " being in an agony, He 
prayed more earnestly"! (Luke 22:44.) What! Our Lord 
prayed more earnestly at one time than another! Yes, my 
soul. Do I know anything of agonizing prayer? It was 
sorrow for others, not Himself, that burdened the heart of 
Christ. Paul had learned it when he cried, " Woe is me, if 
I preach not ! " He could not live unless he attempted to 
win men. God will use me, even as He used Paul, if I will. 
Sooner or later, I must enter my Gethsemane ! Am I ready ? 

Prayer : Let me taste the fellowship of Thy suffering, O 
Christ, if thus only I can know the fellowship of Thy service 
and Thy glory. 
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STUDY XVII. THE CRISIS HOURS 



2D Day — Pilate Before Christ 

After all, it was Jesus dealing with Pilate. He is the only 
man with whom Christ entered into earnest conversation 
during His trials. Why was this? Read John 18:28-38. 
Why, in contrast, did Christ refuse to utter a word to 
Herod? (Luke 23:6-12.) Then why did Christ later re- 
fuse to say anything more to Pilate? (John 19:8-16.) The 
answer is to be found in Pilate's conduct and decision. 
Analyze the passage, and point out that in Pilate which was 
commendable, and that which was to be condemned. Pilate 
had been guilty of certain deeds which could not bear the 
light at Rome. Here was his weakness. The chains of his 
past sins now held him, and he was not true enough to break 
them. The Roman law required the judge to pass judgment 
regardless of the clamor of the populace. It was the life 
and death struggle of Pilate's soul. 

Memorize Matt. 27 :22, first part. 

Meditation : Christ is on trial before me ; yet in a far 
more vital sense, I am on trial before Christ. And what I 
do with Him must determine what He will do with me. 
This is not an arbitrary statement. It is the eternal law of 
character-making. Am I choosing Christ or Barabbas? 
But Christ is waiting to see what I will do with Him not 
only for myself, but for others. He has asked me to tell 
others about Him, to bring others to know Him. Am I 
doing this? How can I reasonably hope to have Christ's 
reward at the last, if I do not have His fellowship now? 
But His fellowship is one especially of service in the effort 
to win men unto godly lives. I must realize that as I live 
with Christ now, so I live forever. Day by day I am mak- 
ing my decisions for or against Christ. Each decision 
counts. 

Prayer: Divine Saviour, let me not compromise with 
duty in dealing with Thee ! When I stand before Thee at 
last, may it be to give account with joy. 
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STUDY XVII. THE CRISIS HOURS 



3D Day — Calvary 

The cross of Christ is the pivot-point of human history. 
That day on Calvary was the crisis hour for the human 
race. On the cross we behold the climax of His glory and 
victory. The resurrection was certain to follow because of 
the triumph of His fidelity unto death. Read Luke 23 :33-34. 
This is the first utterance of the seven which fell from His 
lips. What meaning does it give to Christ's crucifixion? 
Write the remaining six utterances: (2) Luke 23:43; (3) 
John 19:26-27; (4) Matt. 27:46; (5) John 19:28; (6) 
John 19 :3o; (7) Luke 23 :46. What do you find in the first 
three utterances to show how Christ thought of His enemies 
before He provided for the believing and the beloved ? Have 
you ever tried to sound the depths of the fourth cry? Try 
to state what it means to you ? Taking the last three, what 
is suggested of victory? Which of the utterances reveals 
conscious mastery? It is well to fix these seven utterances 
in mind. 

Meditation: The supreme fact is that Christ's death 
was vicarious, and was for me. Had He not been faithful, 
I would have no hope. But He was faithful ! Can I con- 
ceive how much that means for this world ? But the lesson 
of the cross is so plain. It is giving one's life for others. 
It is suffering for the love of men. It is dying to sin that I, 
and many more, may live unto righteousness. That cross 
is not now on Calvary, but it is wherever the crucified Christ 
lives. Is it in my life? How that superscription includes 
the world in its reach of language and peoples! It is the 
prophecy and the inspiration for every follower of Christ 
to realize in saving men. 

Prayer : " O Lamb of God, my sacrifice, I must remem- 
ber Thee." May Thy dying love be my living inspiration 
day by day unto the end. Help me to climb Golgotha with 
Thee, knowing that only by that way can I receive the 
crown. 
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STUDY XVII. THE CRISIS HOURS 



4TH Day— The Resurrection 

Was there one person who expected Christ to rise that 
day from the dead? Read Matt. 16:21 and Luke 24:21 to 
discover the general feeling. Note moreover that the dis- 
ciples did not believe the report. (Luke 24:11.) This 
should be kept in mind, when thinking of Thomas. Note 
the securing of the tomb by the Roman seal. All these facts 
are very important as bearing upon the historic setting of 
the resurrection. Write down the appearances: (i) Mark 
16:9-11, (2) I Cor. 15:5, (3) Mark 16:12, (4) John 
20:19-23, (s) John 20:26-29, (6) John 21:1, (7) i Cor. 
15:6, (8) I Cor. 15:7, (9) I Cor. 15:7, (10) Luke 24:50, 
and (11) I Cor. 15:8. Why should the risen Lord appear 
first to Mary Magdalene? What special reason was there 
for appearing to Peter? (Recalling Study XVI., 4th Day.) 
Note Christ's dealing with Thomas. Was Thomas any 
more of a real doubter than the other disciples ? What does 
the prompt readiness of Christ to satisfy Thomas suggest 
as to the honesty of his doubt ? What does his reply prove 
as to his genuine sincerity ? What does the passage teach as 
to the way we are to deal with an honest doubter, who is 
earnestly sincere? 

Meditation : What a day for the world ! How the good 
news stunned men ! It was too good to be true. Yet more 
p-lorious still is the fact that this resurrection life of Christ 
is an actual fact in the world, and may be lived by me. It 
was that I might know the power of His resurrection, and 
that men everywhere might know it, that He achieved His 
wondrous work of grace. Am I " risen with Christ," and 
" seeking the things which are above " ? If so, I am con- 
cerned about dying men, and their opportunity to live for- 
ever in Christ. Have I Paul's supreme desire to know 
Christ and the power of His resurrection? 

Prayer : Mighty Conqueror of death, let me stand on the 
other side of Thy broken tomb with Thee. May I seek to 
lead men to know Thee and live. 
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STUDY XVIL THE CRISIS HOURS 



5TH Day — The Ascension 

The resurrection was not the culmination of the incarna- 
tion. Forty days more of service remained to be fulfilled. 
Then the Lord returned. Read Luke 24:44-49 and Acts 
1 :3-i2. Those forty days were the most wonderful days 
in the lives of the followers of Christ. Much which they 
could not before understand was made plain. The meaning 
of Christ's victory and power steadily grew clearer and pos- 
sessed them forever after. Beyond the resurrection we have 
the ascension completing the work of the incarnate Son of 
God. Note His argument in John 6:62. He had been as- 
serting His power to rise from the dead, until men mur- 
mured. But He then appealed, not to His own resurrection, 
but to His return " where He was before," as the final con- 
firmation of the fact that He " came down from heaven." 

Memorize John 6 162. 

Meditation : The ascension of my Lord is the pledge of 
my future life with God. " In my Father's house are many 
mansions. I go to prepare a place for you. And I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am 
there ye may be also. Because I live, ye shall live also." They 
are the words of the ascended Christ! As the clouds re- 
ceived Him, the heavens resounded with the acclaim, " Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates, and the King of glory shall come 
in " I But this same king of glory waits to have the gates 
lifted up in the hearts of all men. His triumph cannot be 
complete until the whole world knows of Him and the king- 
dom of Heaven which He has opened to all believers. Am 
I helping to open a gate? There are many still closed against 
the world's Saviour, in the life of nations and men. Am I 
responsible for the opening of a gate ? 

Prayer: Lord of life eternal, I would climb higher with 
Thee than I have been, and I would help others up also, by 
Thy grace. 
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STUDY XVII. THE CRISIS HOURS 



6th Day — The Great Commission 

Here are our marching orders. Read Matt. 28:18-20 
and Acts i :8. First, Christ says " come, be a disciple." 
Then He says " go, be an apostle. Learn of Me to the very 
end that I may send you forth to teach others about Me to 
witness for Me.*' Write down those qualities which you con- 
sider essential to good witness-bearing. Write out an argu- 
ment for giving the Gospel to every man unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth. What was the condition which Christ 
required the disciples to fulfil before they should go forth? 
(Acts 1 14.) 

Memorize Acts i :8. 

Meditation: How can any Christian read these words 
of his Lord and Master without being irresistibly constrained 
to attempt to win men to Him ! I am not simply a mission- 
ary : I am a commissioner. I am not sent alone. One goes 
with me, and promises to be with me to the end of the age. 
How am I realizing my commission ? First of all, is it for 
me a living service in fellowship with Christ, the greater 
part of which is this sense of His presence, and, therefore, 
of His power? The work must begin at home. The man 
next to me I must reach. That is Jerusalem. Then those 
in close relations have a special claim upon me. That is 
Judea. Then someone for whom I do not care, but whom 
I can reach, is waiting for me to speak. That is Samaria. 
And my sympathy for men and my love in Christ for them 
must lead me to hope and pray for a universal salvation. 
The Captain of our salvation has issued His command. 
What kind of a soldier have I been ? What sort of service 
shall I give to Him henceforth ? 

Prayer : '' Here am I, send me," O Lord. " I will go 
where you want me to go, dear Lord. I will do what you 
want me to do." Help me to see clearly the task in which 
I may serve Thee best. 
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STUDY XVII. THE CRISIS HOURS 



7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Rapidly review the previous six days with a view to find- 
ing the thought of Christ's wonderful power shining forth 
in each. How is the power of self-mastery, revealed in a 
will which submits to God, a condition to world mastery? 
Can you hope to have mastery among others until you have 
learned this self-mastery? How is Christ's power to be 
compared or contrasted with the imperial power of Rome^ 
represented by Pilate? Find in the seven utterances from 
the cross the reason for saying it is " the power of God unto 
salvation." What do you understand to be the explanation 
of Christ's resurrection power ? What new power did Christ 
have as He returned to the throne of God ? What share may 
we have in this power of Christ as we go forth to obey His 
commands ? 

Meditation : My God is a mighty God ! Let me grow 
into the living appreciation of that truth. It must be my 
inspiration as I strive fo win men. Have I learned this 
week to say in a loyal spirit, more readily. Father, not my 
will, but thine be done? Has there been any looking of 
desire toward Barabbas, rather than Christ, this week ? Has 
there been a cross which I have tried to bear without mur- 
muring? Is the power of the resurrection making me to 
know more surely that I am lifted up? Am I gazing up 
at the ascended Christ, while I forget His command ? Above 
all, have I striven, this week, to obey my Lord's command, 
by witnessing for Him and discipling at least one man? If 
not, why not? W^inning men is not learned in books. It 
must be practised in the daily service. Let me realize that 
the daily choosing in what may seem a little thing may be 
the real crisis for me. 

Prayer : In Thy great crisis, Thou wast faithful, O Di- 
vine Saviour. May I too learn Thy fidelity in my times of 
trial and testing. 
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STUDY XVIII. THE FIRST APOSTLES 



1ST Day — Pentecost 

Read Acts 2. After Peter referred to Joel's prophecy, he 
began to preach Christ, and his sermon reaches its climax 
in verse 33, in the words " He hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear." Mark the thought — ^the ascended 
Christ gives the Holy Spirit to men. There is a work of 
the Holy Spirit in regieneration common to all Christians. 
The disciples had that before Pentecost. But Pentecost 
stands for the Spirit's baptism with power for service. Do 
you doubt that some have this baptism, while many do not? 
Every man desiring to be a Christian worker must seek this 
blessing. It can only be had by waiting before God, as the 
disciples did. No one promise of God is clearer than Luke 
II 113. The one condition each man can meet, if he be will- 
ing to let God take possession of his life. The Rev. John 
MacNeil's little book, " The Spirit-Filled Life," should be 
in the hands of every earnest Christian. His answer to the 
question how to obtain this blessing is in the three words 
" cleanse, consecrate, claim." Write an argument to prove 
that you need the filling of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

Memorize Luke 11 :i3. 

Meditation : The fruit of Pentecost was the winning of 
thousands to Christ. It is so to this day. Let a man open 
his heart to the Spirit of Christ, and soon there will be 
** signs following." Do I desire this gift of God ? Have I 
been desiring to win men, but have not felt the impulse? 
Then I will go to God in the prayer of faith which accepts 
Luke II :i3, and ask Him to fulfil His promise in me. My 
plans may be upset, my desires may be changed, my ambi- 
tions may be purified, but I must do it. Surely I cannot 
doubt that the spirit-filled life is the most blessed. I must 
know it. 

Prayer : Father in heaven, I ask Thee now to fill me with 
Thy Holy Spirit^ to keep me clean and consecrated, so that 
I may claim Him always. 
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STUDY XVIII. THE FIRST APOSTLES 



2D Day — Stephen 

Stephen was the first man to give his life for the Chris- 
tian faith; We have his biography in Acts 6:3-5, 8-15, and 
7:54-60. His sermon which fills chapter 7th should be 
glanced over hastily, as it covers familiar ground. Write 
out the qualities of character mentioned concerning Stephen. 
Can you make a more excellent list of any other man? Add 
to the list — "fidelity unto death." Is it probable that 
Stephen's sermon and death had much to do with the con- 
version of Saul? (7:58, 8:1.) Stephen's most beautiful 
victory was his death. We behold Christ again in Stephen. 
Which of Stephen's qualities may we have by prayer and 
perseverance ? Mark the tremendous earnestness with which 
he did everything he had to do. The world needs more 
Stephens. 

Meditation: Stephen little dreamed that one of the 
young men who was held by his words and appearance was 
to be the mightiest apostle of Christendom. As Saul looked 
on that shining face and listened to the convincing sermon, 
I believe the arrow of God's truth pierced his ^oul. Stephen 
was used of God to reach Saul. But only a Stephen could 
reach a Saul, for the latter was himself no less intense in his 
consecration. Only a man " full of faith and the Holy 
Spirit" could reach him. But such an one was Stephen. 
Oh, what were earthly ambitions and selfish pleasures, com- 
pared to the joy of Stephen's soul, as he witnessed that day 
for his Lord, in his great desire to win men ! I am filled with 
a new love for Stephen, and a new appreciation of his 
blessed service. It was so brief, but who can measure its 
influence ? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to possess the spirit of 
Stephen. May I not shrink from plain duty, though it may 
cost me much. May I not forget the day of my departure, 
and live as one who is looking forward with confidence to 
the waiting joy. 
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STUDY XVIII. THE FIRST APOSTLES 



3D Day — Philip 

Philip is next to Stephen in the list of those men "of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom." Those 
men were laymen, not ordained ministers. The world will 
never be won to Christ until the entire number of His 
followers recognize the truth that they are to expect the 
privileges of Stephen and Philip. Read Acts 8:1-13 and 
26-40. What does the fact that Philip went to Samaria re- 
veal about his character? Do you think the Spirit moved 
Philip to speak to the Ethiopian in a way different from that 
which He uses to move you to do anything? Indicate Philip's 
tact in dealing with the man. Note the simplicity of the 
condition required to become an open Christian. Use this 
passage in talking with those who hesitate to confess Christ, 
though believers at heart. What great and fundamental 
facts about Jesus would Philip preach from the Scripture 
indicated? 

Meditation : *^ How can I, except some man should 
guide me ? " What pathos ! How many human beings, for 
whom Christ brought salvation, say the same thing to-day 
in their ignorance and degradation ! Oh, when will the fol- 
lowers of Christ hear the call of the Spirit, even as Philip 
did, and run to the help of men ! And that help is needed 
by every man who is not Christ's, no matter where he lives or 
what else he may have. Christless men in aristocratic cir- 
cles in New York or London or Paris need Christ just as 
much as naked savages in Africa. My first duty is to the 
man nearest. God calls me to help him to find Christ. What 
am I doing about it ? Across the centuries Philip challenges 
me to be faithful. 

Prayer : Spirit of God, guide me that I may guide men. 
Let no man whom I could reach say that I did not care for 
his soul. Let me be alert to hear Thee tell me to run and 
speak to this or that man, confident that Thou wilt help me 
as I witness for Thee. 
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STUDY XVIII. THE FIRST APOSTLES 



4TH Day — Peter's Vision 

Read Acts lo. Let it be clearly understood that Corne- 
lius is the man for whom God is working here. Beyond is 
the gentile world, but just now Grod purposes to honor his 
faith and answer his prayer. But no Jew could go to a gen- 
tile! Not even Christianity had yet done this for a Chris- 
tian apostle. He must be given a clearer vision of God's 
truth and God's love. Hence Peter's vision. Nothing less 
startling could have convinced Peter. His heart was right, 
but his head was wrong. There was a broader outlook to 
be secured by him. His narrow prejudices must be set 
aside. What is the application to Cornelius in verse 15? 
What is the evidence in this chapter of great growth in 
Peter ? First, in his thought about God ; and, therefore, in 
his thought about men ? 

Meditation: I am profoundly impressed with the fact 
that although Cornelius was a godly man, according to his 
light, yet he needed Christ. What a fulness Christ brought 
to him which he did not and could not know before! No 
man's morals can save him. God honors the honest man, 
but will bring such an one into the sufficient light. Have my 
prejudices against personal work been keeping me from 
speaking to some waiting Cornelius ? Many Christians are 
ready to do various kinds of work, but not this hand-to-hand 
work with men. But this is what God wants of us, as of 
Peter and of Philip. Have I been resisting the vision of 
this larger service for me ? Have I a great hunger for souls ? 
Peter had. Hence one reason he was so ready to obey God's 
call. There was a man who wanted to know more of God ! 
Do I not know of such an one, whom I have reason to be- 
lieve I could reach perhaps better than others ? 

Prayer: O Thou who tasted death for every man, give 
me the vision I need that Thou mayest use me to help some 
brother who is waiting for me. 
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5TH Day — Barnabas 

When a man's conversion reaches his purse, we count it 
genuine. Our introduction to Barnabas shows this kind of 
conversion. He was consecrated from the beginning. (Acts 
4:32-37.) We next see him in Acts 9:26-28. His name 
was Joses, but they gave him this name. The revised version 
renders it " the son of exhortation." This seems to be the 
key to his life. How is it shown in his treatment of Paul? 
Read Acts 1 1 :22-26. Note also his loyalty to Mark, his 
nephew. Acts 15:36-39. How much did it mean to Mark 
that Barnabas stood by him then ? Note that Barnabas was 
the leader in Antioch, Acts 13:1. It was under his leader- 
ship that the great missionary spirit was developed. It was 
in living the Barnabas kind of life that the disciples came 
to be called Christians first in Antioch. 

Meditation : Here was a man who was especially inter- 
ested in young men. His loyalty to Mark in a time of need 
saved Mark to an after-life of usefulness and victory. He 
not only stood by Paul in a time of great discouragement at 
Jerusalem, but he went after Paul to Tarsus. He did not 
write a letter, but went to Tarsus himself. Young Paul had 
dropped out somewhat. Barnabas was the man, under God, 
to set him to work. We owe much to Barnabas. I find Bar- 
nabas a man of genuine consecration. Everything God gave 
him he brought in trust and laid on the altar. Mr. Moody 
once said the first man he wanted to see in heaven, after the 
vision of his Saviour, is Barnabas. Have I ever appreciated 
what a splendid man this was ? Have I his interest in young 
men? Could I be called " a son of exhortation "? 

Prayer : All my gifts I would devote to the noblest and 
highest uses, O Lord, to the end that I may live the most 
helpful life possible. Give me this spirit which ruled the 
life of Barnabas. May I not be willing to live a half-hearted 
Christian. 
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STUDY XVIII. THE FIRST APOSTLES 



6th Day — Saul^s Conversion 

Read Acts 9:1-22. Do not misjudge Saul. He was hon- 
est in the conviction that he was doing right in persecuting 
the Christians. Note his remarkable statement about a 
"good conscience" through all this time. (Acts 23:1.) 
Note his statement of ignorance in i Tim. 1:12-13. But 
Saul's very honesty made it certain that the light would 
open his eyes. He heard Stephen with a throbbing heart. 
Soon after came the vision of Christ. What two statements 
in the passage prove the genuineness of his conversion? 
How do you explain verse 5 ? Why was he left sightless for 
three days? Was there any value in his fasting? Why was 
Paul a " chosen vessel " any more than many another man? 
How did his previous training now become very helpful ? 

Memorize Acts 9 :6, first part. 

Meditation : I note that Paul faced the idea of a service 
for Christ which was to be full of suffering, verse 16. Yet 
he did not flinch. He went right to work preaching Christ, 
and the sufferings soon came, and multiplied to the end; 
but he only cried " none of these things move me." Christ's 
love for men constrained him until he exclaimed in exquis- 
ite agony at the thought of not witnessing for Christ, " Woe 
is me, if I preach not the Gospel ! " His new life began with 
the prayer of faith and the obedience of love. O my soul, 
what men of God these were ! How this one man wrought 
for God and men ! The day he caught his vision of Christ 
was a great day for our race. But I too may approach even 
unto Paul's life, if I would make such a complete surrender 
to Christ as he made. Do I believe this? It is as true as 
God's promise. The only difficulty in the way is my cling- 
ing to self in my lack of trust. 

Prayer : Jesus, as Thou didst appear to Saul, reveal Thy- 
self to me. I may not be ready for the result; but Thou 
wilt lead me to the way of life. 
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7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Glance rapidly over the six previous days. The Spirit's 
leading of Peter on Pentecost suggests that one very im- 
portant phase of personal work is public speech. Every 
Christian worker should be practising it. Stephen's record 
is another emphasis of this important thought. Again we 
see it in Peter before the household of Cornelius, in Barna- 
bas at the Council at Jerusalem, and in Paul at the begin- 
ning of his witnessing for Christ at Damascus. A few rules 
will be helpful: (i) Always jot down your thoughts, (2) 
then determine the logical order in which your material 
should be arranged, (3) make a brief outline and, if you 
desire, use it when speaking. Do not tax the memory too 
much at first. First become accustomed to the expression 
of your thoughts. The outline will give confidence and re- 
lief from over-strain. Accept opportunities to say a word 
at prayer-meetings. Begin by expressing one thought 
clearly. The Church greatly needs a generation of Chris- 
tians trained to speak publicly, not in elaborate address, but 
in terse comment and testimony. Prepare a brief outline on 
the Advantage of Being Able to Witness for Christ in Pub- 
lic Speech. 

Meditation : I am promised the help of the Holy Spirit 
in witnessing thus for Christ. Have I been cultivating this 
gift ? One may develop it greatly. Think how stammering, 
illiterate Moody was led of God into this special work! 
Should the college student ever again plead no gift for this 
kind of service ? 

Prayer: O Holy Spirit, guide me in the effort to speak 
the word of testimony which shall be in Thy demonstration, 
and with power. I long to be made ready for Thy use. I 
plead for that preparation which may be necessary. My 
inmost soul craves Thy help. 
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1ST Day — The Macedonian Call 

We have had glimpses of Paul at Damascus and Antioch. 
But his distinctive life-work begins with that special call of 
God, by His Spirit, to go to the people who did not know 
Christ. (Acts 13:2.) Passing over his journey to the 
iEgean Sea, we take up the record at Acts 16 :6-i2. In these 
few words we read of a mighty epoch in human history. 
Why did God prevent Paul from entering Asia ? What ad- 
vantage had Europe as a field for the Gospel? Note that 
God's call was in the form of a man's appeal for help. Write 
a statement setting forth this man's need, and how Paul 
could help him. Where is " the man of Macedonia " to be 
found to-day? Imagine the condition of Europe to-day, if 
Christianity had not come to our ancestors ! What, then, is 
our debt to Asia? 

Memorize Acts 16:9. 

Meditation : God calls me to duty in every cry for help 
that comes to my ears. In some way I must be trying to 
help men. But had not Paul been ready to go, the call would 
have been in vain. I must first be ready to say, " Here am I, 
send me." Then God will soon open the way and give me my 
work to do. I realize that Christianity is a larger life when 
the missionary spirit has an honored place in the heart of 
the Church. Just so, my life is certain to be a nobler life, 
a larger manhood, when I am concerned about others and 
trying to be helpful. Europe needed Christ. The world 
needs Christ. As God called Paul, he calls me to go and give 
Christ to men. Macedonia for me may be under the same 
roof. It may be the end of the earth. 

Prayer: Help me to heed Thy call, O Lord. Guide me 
to the duty which I can perform, and gird me with the de- 
sire and strength to do it. Let me not expect something 
great, but gladly accept the first thing Thou dost set be- 
fore me. 
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2D Day — Paul at Philippi 

Read Acts i6 112-40. Paul's ministry was mainly in cities. 
Why was this so? Why should one seeking a soul to win 
to Christ attend the places of worship where people are ac- 
customed to gather? What significance is in the fact that 
the first convert to Christianity in Europe was a woman? 
Note the fact that God opened Lydia's heart. Bear your 
witness. Trust God to open the heart you are striving to 
reach. Mark how these enemies of the truth take the flag 
of patriotism to cover their selfishness. Error has often 
ignorantly imagined it could destroy truth by force. Why 
can it not? Let the fact be emphasized that much of the 
Christian work described in the Bible is work for individuals, 
as Lydia and the jailer. From the jailer we have the great 
question for every man to ask. And from Paul we have 
the great answer. 

Memorize Acts 16:30-31. 

Meditation: The first conversion in Europe was ac- 
companied by the first persecution. Paul began at once to 
suflFer for the name of Christ. But behold! Out of the 
dungeon come songs in the night ! Ah ! blessed triumph of 
faith ! Paul is not to be daunted in his service for Christ 
and men. And God honored Paul's fidelity. I too must 
expect hinderances, discouragements,, and sometimes suffer- 
ing, in my efforts to win men. But I must no more think 
of surrendering because of these than Paul did. And I 
must believe God will guide and sustain me in every time 
of need. Have I definitely fixed my prayer and effort upon 
the bringing of one friend to Christ? Not a day should 
pass without my seeking thus definitely to win men. 

Prayer: Thou who openest the hearts of men, move 
upon the life I am striving to win to Thee, and bless my in- 
fluence and testimony in that life. If trials and discourage- 
ments come to me in my work, let me remember Paul and 
Thy promised grace. 
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3D Day — Paul at Athens 

Paul was a cosmopolitan. A Jew and a Roman citizen, 
he was brought up in a Greek city. Thus not unnaturally he 
could quote a Greek poet in Athens. Read Acts 17:15-34. 
The Revised Version shows how conciliatory Paul was as he 
began his sermon to these " very religious " Athenians. Al- 
ways make the most of any favorable condition found in one 
you are trying to win. Write down the points in Paul's 
sermon, noting (i) the nature of God, (2) man's relation 
to God, (3) the duty required of man, (4) the teaching 
about Christ, and (5) the effect of the sermon. Does Paul 
seem to have been as effective in reaching multitudes as in 
reaching individuals? Athens had all that art and philoso- 
phy can give to man ; but what was the moral condition of 
the people ? 

Memorize i Cor. 1:23-24. 

Meditation : Paul was in the city of Socrates and Plato, 
yet amid the splendors of the Parthenon, the people did not 
know God. I must remember that education and culture do 
not suffice for men. The moral nature must be reached and 
spiritual life must be cultivated. Therefore, the college may 
present many instances of men much like the Athenians of 
old. Is my soul " stirred," as was Paul's, by the sight of 
such men going on without a personal faith in Christ? I 
can point them to Paul in Athens in making it plain that an 
intellectual triumph does not realize the noblest manhood. 
To have that, Christ must be in the life. Athenians, just like 
everyone else, must repent of sin and believe in Christ. 
True wisdom involves not simply knowing, but living the 
truth and crystallizing it into character. 

Prayer: Make me wise in winning men to see the one 
thing needful for every man in every station. For Thou 
art no respecter of persons, and every soul is precious to 
Thee, rich as well as poor. 
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4TH Day — Paul at Jerusalem 

Read Acts 21 117 to 22:26. In this passage we have the 
best insight into the spirit of Paul given us. First, he con- 
formed to the request of the Jerusalem Jews, because he 
could do so without sacrificing principle, and win their good- 
will. Then as the multitude sought to kill him, his soul 
yearned to preach Christ to them. Note the skill and cool- 
ness of Paul, one moment addressing the Captain in Greek, 
then addressing the people in Hebrew. And when the people 
listened, with what skill he told his story, avoiding every 
objectionable word, until at last he must say he was sent 
" unto the Gentiles." They heard him " unto this word," 
then came the uproar, but Paul had accomplished his pur- 
pose. His message had been delivered. In this passage we 
find Paul being " all things to all men " in the earnest hope 
that he might "win some." Analyze the sermon, 22:1-21, 
noting the expressions which were calculated to conciliate the 
people and hold their attention. 

Meditation : " They supposed," 21 :29. What a long 
train of troubles came to Paul because " they supposed." 
How careful I should be in studying men to be sure of my 
judgment, not supposing, not too hasty to impute motives 
without sufficient grounds. It will help me to be wise in 
dealing with men to be guarded about this. How many 
would have dreamed of persisting in the effort, as Paul did, 
to preach the Gospel to men who sought to take his life? 
Did Paul think of himself in that same city, seeking the 
lives of the followers of Christ ? Have I any of this irresist- 
ible perseverance in my purpose to win men? I think of 
the Gospel being rejected in Jerusalem! But is not the 
same attitude of heart revealed in a Christian who is indif- 
ferent to the deeper spiritual life ? 

Prayer : Give me the spirit of Thine apostle, O Ix)rd, that 
I may not be easily daunted in my efforts to witness for Thee 
unto men. 
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5TH Day — Paul Before Kings 

Paul had so defended himself as to convince Felix that he 
was honest. Felix was a licentious profligate. Probably 
his conscience was stinging, as he determined to hear Paul. 
Read Acts 24:24-27. Note how Paul fitted his discourse 
to his audience, and how the truth struck home. What was 
the weakness of Felix which made his case hopeless, though 
he realized that Paul was preaching the truth? We next 
note the apostle's sermon before Agrippa. Acts 26:1-32. 
Festus was present, but Paul's earnest hope was to reach 
Agrippa. Study this discourse to see how Paul made every 
word count to convince the king. Note how he dismisses the 
exclamation of Festus, and presses his point upon Agrippa. 
What is your judgment concerning the significance of 
Agrippa's reply, " Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian " ? Give a written reason for your opinion. 

Meditation : " I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision." That was the explanation of Paul's wonderful life. 
Ah ! how many have had a clearer vision of the higTier life, 
the nobler service, but have not responded to it, have not been 
obedient to the call of God ! Have I had my vision ? Has 
God touched my life by some vision or some message which 
stirred my soul to the depths, until my good resolution was 
made? And then did I forget? Was the vow soon broken? 
Was the striving easily discontinued? Oh, for men who 
will walk with Paul until they can say, each one, " I was 
not disobedient unto the heavenly vision " ! Then there will 
be many persuading men to be Christians. Whatever my 
past has been, I may now begin a new and better obedience. 
Is not this the essence of true religion — to obey my Lord ? 

Prayer: Let me not shrink from speaking to men of 
high places, if Thou dost open the way for me. Help me 
obey, and to persuade men to believe. 
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6th Day — Paul in a Shipwreck 

Read Acts 27. The appeal to Caesar was doubtless 
prompted by the Spirit of God, and no storm could keep Paul 
from Rome. God had work for him there. But there was 
work every day all the way. Run a parallel between a storm- 
tossed soul and this ship, (i) as to the " undergirding," (2) 
as to casting out that which would lighten the ship, (3) as 
to the promise of God, (4) as to the loss of the ship, though 
the lives were saved. Why was Paul the only one on the 
ship who could have had such a vision? Note Paul's 
thoughtfulness for the comfort of the men. He only could 
bring " cheer " to those discouraged travellers. What does 
verse 23 explain concerning Paul? What does verse 24 
reveal as regards Paul's concern and prayer for the people 
on the ship? 

Memorize Acts 2y :2s. 

Meditation : The voyage of life will, sooner or later, have 
Its storm. Some Euroclydon will beat down upon the soul. 
Then, as a rule, the only escape from shipwreck is by sacri- 
ficing some things to which we have been clinging. When 
these are cast out, God will speak, with a promise of com- 
fort and hope. He must be the " God whose I am, and whom 
I serve." Some, who cannot say this, are making shipwreck 
of their souls. Is my life related to one such who seems to 
be letting the ship " drive " aimlessly? Am I the one to tell 
of God's promised help? May there be a wreck unless I 
shall be faithful to my opportunity ? Am I myself clinging 
to anything which must be cast out of my life before God 
can use me unreservedly? Would a fierce trial or tempta- 
tion find me ready to withstand it ? How must I answer in 
view of my experience unto this day? 

Prayer : O Thou who hushed the tempest, teach me what 
to do and be, so that Thou mayest speak peace to me, and 
I may testify of it to others. 
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7TH Day — ^Analysis and Character-Study 

Paul was truly a many-sided man. His ministry reveals 
a ceaseless burning zeal for winning men to Christ. In his 
second letter to the Corinthians he opens his heart most 
fully. Read 2 Cor. i :8, 2 14, 4 :8-io, and 1 1 :24-28. Here 
Paul says more about his sufferings and hardships than 
anywhere else. Then in 2 Cor. 5:14-21, he gives us 
the explanation of his unflinching purpose to press on 
to the end in the service of Christ. Note again in 2 Cor. 
12:14-15, the Christ-likeness of Paul's spirit, as he seeks 
to win a place for Christ among those who have not 
been ready for a full consecration. Glancing through the 
Scripture for the week, write out a list of the qualities in 
Paul's life suggested in the passages. If any others occur, 
add them. Divide these qualities into ( i ) those which Paul 
possessed before his conversion, and (2) those acquired 
after his conversion. 

Meditation : I may not be a Paul, but Paul as a young 
Pharisee never dreamed he would or could be used of God 
as he was. If God opens the way for me, the one thing for 
me to do is to heed the call of God, and try to do the next 
thing. What God may yet do with me, no man knows. I 
must say with Paul's readiness to obey, " Lx)rd, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? " That is the key to the life of Paul, 
that question asked day by day in a spirit of readiness to 
obey. Have I heeded the call, " come and help " ? Is the 
love of Christ constraining me to live, to spend and be spent, 
so that immortal lives may be lifted up into the living fellow- 
ship with God in holiness and helpfulness? Let me realize 
that my actual life is the answer to these questions. What, 
then, am I, and what am I doing? 

Prayer: "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" I 
want to do it. Give me the grace to obey and the strength 
to achieve Thy will for me. 
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1ST Day — Paul to Timothy 

In these two short letters to Timothy, Paul gives his 
young friend instruction which is just what a young Chris- 
tian worker needs to-day. Note the points urged : ( i) The 
habit of prayer for others, i Tim. 2:1 ; (2) having a good 
report among men, 3:7; (3) having a pure conscience, 
3:9; (4) exercising unto godliness, 4:7-8; (5) trusting in 
God, 4:10; (6) not neglecting one's gifts, 4:14; (7) fight- 
ing the good fight of faith, 6:12; (8) holding fast the form 
of sound words, 2 Tim. 1:13; (9) enduring hardness as 
a good soldier, 2:3; (10) shunning profane and vain bab- 
blings, 2:16; (11) fleeing youthful lusts, 2 :22 ; (12) preach- 
ing the word in season and out of season, 4 :2. And all this 
was to the end that Timothy might be successful in winning 
men to Christ. 

Memorize 2 Tim. 2:15. 

Meditation : Here were letters written to a young man 
to help him in his Christian life. There is a loving sym- 
pathy running through them, which enabled Paul to be very 
plain. Let me again realize how much good I may do by 
writing a letter, or handing a helpful book to one whom I 
wish to interest. Thus often a way is opened for conversa- 
tion in which the claim of Christ may be presented, and 
many inquiries answered or difficulties removed. I am not 
to say that because Timothy was a young minister, Paul's 
letter is not as applicable to me. Every Christian is to be 
a minister. Some are called to give their whole time to that 
work. Perhaps God is calling me to that life-work. But 
certainly He calls me every day to this service. 

Prayer : I am a living epistle^ read of men. Help me, O 
Lord, to show the truth written in my heart, that men may 
read and believe. Guide me to write the sympathetic word, 
when that would be better than the spoken word. 
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2D Day — Paul to Philemon 

Read the letter. It was sent at the same time as the 
letter to the Colossians. See Col. 4:9. It was in Phile- 
mon's house at Colossae that the brethren met. Onesimus 
was a slave of Philemon, who ran away, drifted to Rome, and 
was converted under Paul. The law required a man who 
found a slave to return him. So Onesimus must go back. 
The fact that he was willing reveals the thoroughness 
of his conversion. But the law allowed a friend to inter- 
cede for a slave with his master, and even gave him a right 
to buy the slave, if the master will not agree to let the 
slave earn his freedom. These points appear in the letter. 
Paul gives reasons why Philemon should give Onesimus 
freedom. What are those reasons ? Yet he does not actually 
ask it. But he takes care to assert his right, if necessary, in 
behalf of Onesimus, where he says he will pay anything 
Onesimus may owe. (Verses 18-19.) 

Meditation : How the Gospel of Christ breathes through 
this letter! Onesimus is the picture of an enslaved soul, 
and Christ stands to demand his redemption. He has paid 
the price, and it is put down to His account. I am redeemed, 
and am no longer a slave, but a child of God, a " brother 
beloved " in the Lord. I am impressed with Paul's readi- 
ness to do for Onesimus, a slave, as quickly as he would do 
for a king. Paul saw the possible Christ in Onesimus as 
surely as in the wealthy Philemon. In Christ one means 
as much to Paul as the other. This letter is a precious gem 
on the sacred page, with its beautiful lesson of the love of 
Christ. It also suggests to me the place of honest restitu- 
tion on the part of a true Christian. Do I owe it to anyone 
to make restitution of any kind ? 

Prayer : May I as quickly help the lowly as one of high 
estate, O Christ, even as Thou didst. Help me to love every 
man in Thee. Help me to make amends gladly. 
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3D Day— Apollos 

Apollos is considered as the probable writer of the letter 
to the Hebrews. But we are to study him in his need of 
preparation for his life-work. Read Acts i8 :24-i9 17. More 
than one young man, eloquent and attractive, has been very 
imperfectly prepared for public speech, yet has been en- 
couraged to go on because of his natural gifts. What dan- 
gers are liable in such a case (i) to the witness, (2) 
to those instructed? Is zeal without knowledge sufficient? 
Why should a young man seek thorough preparation for in- 
telligent work ? Paul perfected the work begun by Apollos. 
You may know one who has begun the Christian life with 
imperfect knowledge. You may be the one to teach him 
"the way of God more perfectly." Be ready, moreover, to 
listen to another who may be able to help you. Read 
Heb. 3. 

Meditation : I find the epistle to the Hebrews to be " the 
way of God more perfectly " stated. It is not the way of 
John the Baptist, but the way of Christ. Repentance is 
preparatory to faith, not a substitute for it. The way of 
God in Christ is not a reformed Judaism, but an entirely 
new religion. It is spiritual, not ceremonial. It is by the 
law of love, not the law of works. Apollos, or one who had 
been given the very thought which Apollos learned at 
Ephesus, gives us this teaching in the letter to the Hebrews. 
Christ alone is the sufficient Saviour, above Moses, above 
Melchizedek, above the angels. Our crying sin, like Israel's 
of old, is unbelief. Am I seeking to know my Bible, to mas- 
ter it, to secure an adequate understanding of the great facts 
and teachings which will enable me to be a safe worker? 

Prayer: Teach me Thy way more perfectly, O God. 
May I know it not simply as a printed page, but especially 
as a daily experience in the life. May I learn to give Christ 
the first place. May He only have the throne in my soul. 
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4TH Day — ^James. 

Probably the letter of James was the first of the apostolic 
letters. It has little of doctrinal statement, but is powerful 
in its appeal for a living faith to be revealed in righteous 
character and helpful service. Read James 2:14-3:18. 
What is the teaching about the tongue ? Write the points in 
this third chapter, taking verse 13 as the pivot, in the words 
" good conversation." Note how the thought of James — ( i ) 
the patient overcoming of temptation, (2) the positive ex- 
pression of vital faith, (3) the perfection of a self-mastered 
life^ (4) the victory of unselfish prayer, (5) the patient wait- 
ing through trials for God's salvation — ^all this leads up to 
the climax of the letter, namely, the converting of a sinner 
from the error of his way. It is everywhere to be found 
on the pages of the New Testament, this life-work of the 
Christian. 

Memorize James 5:19-20. 

Meditation: It is the religion of unspottedness. This 
is the life which James holds before me as a follower of 
Christ. And the logic of his thought is the old truth that 
this life of unspottedness is the most effective life in at- 
tempting to win men to Christ. They must see Christ in me, 
and find Him lovely and helpful. Then they will want Him 
for themselves. James touches the heart of the matter when 
he speaks of the kind of prayer necessary to this life. 
(4:2-3.) His words probe deep. Only unselfish prayer 
avails. Only unselfish prayer is willing to make the sacri- 
fice necessary to a holy life. What of the spirit of my prayer ? 
What is my real ambition? What is my deepest life? Is 
Christ on the throne? 

Prayer: Touch bed-rock in my life, O Christ. May I 
be thorough-going, with all the intensity of my being, in 
getting right with Thee. May I guard against the little 
sins which are so subtle. I would look Thee in the eye 
with an honest, yet a humble heart. 
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5TH Day — ^John^s Writings 

In John's letters we have the main ideas of his Gospel, 
where they are elaborated with much historic setting. His 
purpose in writing his Gk)spel, John 20:31, is the key to his 
letters. His aim is to have men know the fulness of God's 
truth as it is in Christ. John's writings show that he was 
preeminently the disciple of meditation. Therefore he be- 
came the apostle of love. Intellectually, God is light. Mor- 
ally, God is love, (i John 1:5 and 4:8.) Read i John 
I :i-io to 2:6, This is the burden of John's message to the 
Christian concerning his personal life. Then the message 
concerning the interest a true Christian will have in others 
is found in 3 114-24. The second and third letters are brief 
notes to personal friends. Write the points emphasized in 
each of these two letters. 

Meditation: John is the eagle whose spiritual vision 
pierces the very light of the sun. He never asked Jesus 
any questions about the deep things ; but he pondered them. 
John fulfilled the first psalm. Not in a bound did he come 
to the truth, but through the years. But those years of medi- 
tation enabled John to give the world the greatest contribu- 
tion in all the range of inspired truth. Is it not a lesson for 
me to take to heart with profound earnestness ? The word 
took deep root in John and sprang up an hundred-fold. 
What kind of soil do I bring? Meditation makes the soil 
deep and rich as nothing else can. O my soul, do thou medi- 
tate on divine things ! John was not a man of great learning, 
but he went deeper than any other because of this habit of 
^ measuring the things of God. Out of it all John not only 
' saw the love of God, but came to love God and his fellow- 
men with all his soul. 

Prayer : God of light and love, give me the spirit of the 
beloved disciple. Help me to feed upon the Bread of Life, 
that I may know Thee and Thy love. Teach me to love 
meditation in the quiet hour, with Thy Holy Spirit to open 
mine eyes. 
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6th Day — ^John's Vision 

John's letters to the seven churches in the Book of Reve- 
lation are thoroughly up to date as applied to our own 
churches to-day. The ascended Lord is passing under re- 
view the life of His people. So He does to-day. " He that 
hath an ear, let him hear." The message is to each individ- 
ual. Prepare an outline for a brief talk on the seven prom- 
ises " to him that overcometh." 

It is not intended to present a theory concerning the Book 
of Revelation. It clearly sets forth the teaching that the 
Church of Jesus Christ shall come through trial and tribu- 
lation unto joyous and universal victory. But after all has 
been said, the climax of the message is a personal appeal to 
the followers of Christ to be faithful in winning souls. 
(Rev. 22:17.) John's wonderful vision is to be inspiration 
to the people of God, to go on undismayed, confident of ulti- 
mate triumph, witnessing for Christ, saying " come " to 
thirsty men everywhere. 

Memorize Rev. 22:17. 

Meditation : Daniel and John were given to see within 
the veil further than any others. It was because God could 
reveal the truth to them as a result of their communion with 
God. To many that revelation would have been impossible. 
Just so, spiritual discernment is lacking now in many, be- 
cause they are not cultivating communion with God. What 
of my quiet hours ? Has my morning watch been all to me 
it might have been? What shall it be in the future? The 
days are slipping by. Soon I shall go to give my account. 
What shall I take with me as sheaves for the garner? The 
" faithful witnesses " are those who have place in John's 
vision of hope. 

Prayer : So teach me to number my days that I may ap- 
ply my heart unto wisdom. Help me to overcome and to be 
faithful unto death. May I live as one who must give an 
account, remembering that the day approacheth. 
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7TH Day — Analysis and Character-Study 

Read the first Psalm. These last lessons emphasize anew 
the importance of knowing the Bible. Apollos was " mighty 
in the Scriptures." What does that mean? Timothy was 
» to " preach the Word." How wide a scope did Paul mean 
to give Timothy by that charge? John's daily meditation 
upon the truth brought its great reward of spiritual vision. 
Even as literature the Bible is being given larger place in the 
colleges. No great man of letters fails to show familiarity 
with it. Write out four reasons why a Christian should 
know the whole Bible. Paul was saturated with the truth of 
both Old and New Testaments. Apollos was crippled in his 
work until he learned " the way of God more perfectly." 
When Christ said, " Search the Scriptures," what do you 
think He meant ? What would these words from Him prove 
about His own mastery of the Bible as He had it? But to 
know the Bible is to know God. Note how the men of God 
in all these Studies have been men of power according as 
they have sought to do the will of God unreservedly. But 
to know God's will, His word must be studied. 

Memorize Ps. 19:7. 

Meditation : How do I prize my hours for the study and 
meditation of God's word ? Can I testify to direct blessings 
consciously received in them? Have I made an effort to 
persuade others to enter upon systematic study of God's 
Word? Is not this one of the surest ways to win men to 
Christ? The Holy Spirit will thus work with me. I will 
henceforth strive more constantly to commend this Book of 
life to all whom I may influence. I myself will search it 
anew, for I know there are riches there waiting to be re- 
vealed to me. 

, Prayer: O blessed Christ, the Divine Word incarnate, 
I would appropriate Thee more fully. Therefore, I seek to 
know the written Word that I may reveal the living Word 
dwelling in me. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO STUDIES XXI. AND 

XXII. 

The Book of The Acts of The Apostles ends so abruptly 
as to suggest the thought that the record was not concluded 
with the first century, but continues unto our own time, and 
will continue until the Kingdom shall come in fulness and 
power. It is the purpose, in presenting these two supple- 
mentary STUDIES, to carry the mind of the student 
through the years, and emphasize the fact that since the apos- 
tolic times there have been men filled with the Holy Ghost 
and with faith, who have wrought righteousness and re- 
vealed the power of God in their lives. Is it too much to 
say there have been men in every century who have been as 
truly apostolic men in their spirit as the leaders of the 
Church in the first century ? We have mentioned only a few 
of them, but through these and others God has carried on 
His work of grace. But the logic of this fact is plain. We 
are the heirs of the promises. We may claim the blessing 
now, as our fathers did. The facts have proved that God, 
in using Judson and Drummond and Moody just as He 
used Moses and Paul, is as ready to use us. Thus the re- 
view of the centuries should quicken in each reader the 
sense of persona) opportunity offered by the Holy Spirit. 
Any man who is as ready to be used of God as was Paul 
or Luther or Moody will surely be led of God into that 
work in which he will glorify his Lord. 
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1ST Day — ^Ambrose of Milan 

Ambrose of Milan was bom in the year 340, in the city of 
Treves. He was educated for the law, became a success- 
ful advocate, and was appointed Consular Prefect of North- 
em Italy, fixing his residence at Milan. When the bishop 
Auxentius died, the people were greatly divided in the effort 
to choose his successor. Such was the bitterness of the 
struggle that Ambrose was summoned to the Church to se- 
cure peace. He was greatly honored and loved, and when 
his speech was ended, the people, with one voice, demanded 
Ambrose for bishop. Feeling unworthy, he at first refused ; 
but so strong was the demand that he accepted it as the call 
of God. 

He threw himself into his new work with great zeal, giv- 
ing all his property to the Church. His contribution to 
church music was very valuable. He was an ardent de- 
fender of the faith against the historic errors and false doc- 
trines of the time. One of his most famous acts was the 
excommunication of Emperor Theodosius, because of the 
massacre at Thessalonica. The Emperor was absolved only 
after a penance of eight months and a public confession. 

But Ambrose is presented here because of one fact. It 
was his influence which brought about the conversion of 
Augustine. Just how much his training as an advocate 
made him a convincing preacher, we may not know; but 
we do not doubt that God was fitting Ambrose to win 
Augustine to Christ, as surely as Philip was to win the 
Ethiopian ; or Peter, Cornelius. Could we know all the story 
of the fruit of Ambrose's zeal, it would doubtless point to 
many jewels in his crown; but this one was of such great 
importance to the future Church of Christ that we make 
special mention of it here. 

It was as a professor of rhetoric that Augustine came to 
Milan. He had imbibed certain false ideas of Christianity 
and had fallen into immoral habits. At Milan, he met Am- 
brose, who immediately began to exert a remarkable influ- 
ence for good over the young professor. He forsook his 
false doctrines, but was not ready to yield himself to Christ. 
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1ST Day — ^Ambrose of Milan — Continued 

But a mother's prayers followed him day by day, and the 
stinging of his conscience became more unendurable as the 
preaching of Ambrose burned the truth into his soul. 

At last, torn by his struggle, he fled to a place of solitude, 
crying in anguish for the help of God. Clear as a bell, he 
heard a voice saying, " Take and read." He could not be- 
lieve his senses, but sought his friend for guidance. The 
epistles of Paul were placed in his hands. He opened to 
these words, " Let us walk honestly as in the day ; not in 
rioting and drunkenness " ; " But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh to fulfil the 
lusts thereof." Scarcely were the words finished when the 
divine light burst upon him, kindling in his heart a flame of 
heavenly fire. He was then thirty-two years of age, and 
entered upon his great service for God and men. Read 
Rom. 12 and 13:13-14. 

Meditation: We never know when our words are to 
count. Ambrose saw a bright young man who was not a 
Christian, and strove to win him to Christ. Of course his 
prayers went up with the mother's prayers for the young 
man. It is zeal that is always accepting opportunities that 
will surely result in the bearing of some precious fruit. 
God's work of grace did not cease with apostolic times. In 
every age we find the witness to the truth. Ambrose and 
Augustine are but links in the chain. Will I be one? I 
am impressed with the fact that God called Ambrose from 
a secular life to give all his time to the direct service of 
Christ, even as Moody was called in our day. Is that call 
coming to me ? 

Prayer : Let me not be discouraged if my prayers for one 
whom I am striving to win be not answered quickly. Thou 
hast not forgotten. Help me to count one for the advance- 
ment of Christ's cause in my day and in my place. 
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2D Day — Boniface of Mayence 

Perhaps no other man had a larger part in making north- 
em Europe Christian than Boniface. He was a native of 
England, bom 680, and given the name of Winfried. At 
thirteen he gave his heart to Christ, and became a priest at 
thirty. A movement swept over England and Ireland to has- 
ten the conversion of the still heathen peoples of Europe. 
Winfried was one filled with this missionary spirit, preaching 
at first to the Friesians. Soon his zeal and good works led 
him to be authorized to preach to all Germany. Gregory 
11. made him bishop, with this suggestive name of Boniface. 
His influence was remarkable, thousands confessing Christ. 

The following incident in his experience should be familiar 
to all Christians. Near Geismar was a magnificent old oak 
tree, sacred to Thor. At certain set times the people came 
to worship at this ancient shrine. In vain Boniface strove 
to win them to Christ by his preaching, generally so effec- 
tive. At last he took an axe at a time of a great gathering 
of the people, and, in the midst of their worship, he began 
to strike blow after blow at the root of the tree. The hor- 
rified people confidently expected an avenging bolt from 
Thor to strike him dead. But no bolt descended, and in a 
few moments the great oak fell crashing and groaning to 
the ground. The effect was marked, and the faith of the 
people in their god was shaken. 

But Boniface was too wise to imagine that this was enough. 
A mere negative withstanding of error will never suffice. 
We must be positive, constructive. Boniface knew that if 
he did nothing more, the people would soon be making a 
shrine of some other old oak tree. So he converted the 
material of the fallen tree into timber with which he began 
a Christian chapel, which he built on the very spot where 
the people had been accustomed to gather, and there he 
preached Christ to them, bringing many immortal souls to 
the Saviour. 

When he was seventy-four years of age, he resumed his 
work among the Friesians, where, at Dokhum, a mob of 
armed heathen fell upon his company, killing him and sev- 
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2D Day — Boniface of Mayence — Continued 

eral companions. His martyrdom was his crown of glory. 
It was a day when the Spirit of Christ was quickening many 
men to give the Gospel to the world, and Boniface was con- 
spicuous in the fore-front of the great movement. 

Many of our ancestors came from northern Europe. Can 
we think of the rock from which we were hewn, and the 
pit from which we were digged, without realizing how great 
a debt we owe to those who do not yet know Christ ? The 
gift of God is ours to share with every man. 

Read Rom. lo :8-i7. 

Meditation: Boniface! Ah yes, it must have been a 
good face. That means it must have reflected the beauty 
and sweetness of the spirit that filled his life. " God who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath shined 
in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Just so, God 
shines into the hearts of men to-day to g^ve the light of the 
knowledge of His glory even in our faces. The face tells 
the story of the life very greatly. It is not the comely 
feature, but it is the shining spirit which tells of a radiant 
hope and a blessed faith. Am I a Boniface ? Am I develop- 
ing a positive Christian character? It is not enough to cast 
out the evil, if the swept and garnished chamber be left 
empty. God must come in and rule my life, or the evil 
spirits will soon be back multiplied and encouraged anew 
to drag down my soul. Let me learn of Boniface to build 
a positive character, to trust more than I doubt, to help more 
than hinder. 

Prayer: O Thou who art altogether lovely, may Thy 
Spirit dwell in me, leading me into busy service, keeping me 
faithful .even unto death. May I not be content to put off 
the old life of sin, but purpose to put on the new man in 
Christ. 
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3D Day — Francis of Assisi 

Francis of Assisi was born in 1182. He was the prodigal 
son of a wealthy father, though much of his prodigality con- 
sisted in gifts to the poor. His taste was for military life, 
but serious illness brought him near the gate of death. Some 
good resolutions were made and broken, such was the hold 
of his life of gayety upon him. But he could not get away 
from the constraint of duty which had seized his inmost 
soul, and at last vowed to live a life of poverty. Here was 
his first struggle. His father insisted that he break the vow 
or publicly renounce all claims to the inheritance. Joyfully 
he repudiated the wealth and went forth, having nothing 
but his clothing. 

He set himself to the rebuilding of neglected churches, 
pleading for help and working with his own hands. In 
these places and everywhere he preached to the people. His 
plea was for a renunciation of the world and consecration 
to a holy life. His own life constantly exemplified his words, 
and ere long certain followers attached themselves to him. 
His enthusiasm for a life of poverty seemed so utterly im- 
practical to many that he was considered somewhat weak 
mentally. But it was the madness only of a burning zeal. 
He might have taken 2 Cor. 5 (which read) for his working 
chapter, especially verses 13-15. 

The Franciscans became an order of preaching friars, and 
their number multiplied into many thousands in a short 
time. The missionary zeal seized Francis and he accompanied 
one of the crusades with a view to preaching to the Moham- 
medans. During the siege of Damietta, he entered boldly the 
camp of the enemy, where he was captured and taken before 
the Sultan. Strange to relate, he was listened to with re- 
spect and dismissed with the promise that Christian captives 
should be more kindly dealt with, and the permission to the 
Franciscans to guard the Holy Sepulchre, which privilege 
they have since enjoyed. 

The story of this life has about it much that is traditional, 
and the moral standards of the time were not the highest ; 
but it is presented here because it is the picture of a truly 
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3D Day — Francis of Assisi — Continued 

consecrated man facing hardships with a smile, and starting 
out single-handed to face a world, shrouded in the darkness 
of the middle ages, preaching the Christ of the Cross, and 
the simplicity and purity of the Christian life. His labors 
brought a refreshing impulse toward a truer Christianity 
in the Church of his day. 

Milman says, " He was the most gentle and blameless of 
all the saints." Bonaventura says, "In his own eyes he was 
but a sinner, while in truth he was the mirror and splendor 
of holiness." Let it be remembered that the Franciscan 
movement was the beginning of the democracy of Chris- 
tianity on the Continent, as Wyclif's work tended toward the 
same end in Britain. God used both men to prepare the way 
for a brighter day. 

Meditation : It was the rule of Francis's life to do each 
day just what he thought Christ would do. Hence his pov- 
erty, self-denial, and unceasing service in striving to win 
men to Christ. A life of ease and fortune invited him, but 
he chose the way of the cross. Does he not speak to the 
followers of Christ to-day? Do we not need more of this 
spirit among young men? Am I willing to forego worldly 
place and fame for the sake of Christ, that I may win men 
to Him? The test of the rich young man (See Study XV. 
2d day) is facing many followers of Christ to-day. Who 
will question that the next great lesson the Church of Christ 
must learn is the lesson of self-denial ? The twentieth cen- 
tury must witness that era if the Kingdom of Christ shall 
be greatly hastened in its coming. God has bountifully en- 
riched His stewards, but many have forgotten their steward- 
ship. The day will come when the tithes will be brought 
in. Then we cannot contain the blessings. I must be faith- 
ful in my place. 

Prayer : O Thou who hadst not where to lay Thy head, 
show me how to follow Thee in simplicity and humility of 
life. 
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4TH Day — ^John Wyclif 

The midnight of the dark ages had been broken. The 
morning star of the Reformation was rising in the eastern 
sky. John Wyclif was born in Yorkshire in 1324. He was 
a student at Oxford, where at Merton College his teacher 
was William Occam. Again we have a life largely ex- 
plained by personal interest. William Occam sought to win 
j'Oung Wyclif to Christ, and his method was to influence 
the young man to become a faithful student of the Bible. 
This study of the Scriptures opened Wyclif's eyes to the 
purity and simplicity of the life of the Christian Church in 
apostolic times. He pondered this fact deeply. 

A habit which became very pleasant to young Wyclif was 
that of taking long walks into the country. His large sympa- 
thies led him to become acquainted with the people, and 
he spent hours reading to them from his Bible, translating 
as he read. It was in this custom that he received the first 
impulse to his great life-purpose to give the Bible to the 
people. 

At forty he became Master of Balliol College, and pub- 
lic lecturer on philosophy and theology. He was soon fa- 
mous as an aggressive leader of reform movements. Every 
feature of Protestantism was apparent in the agitations of the 
time, but the day was not ripe for it. It is easier to pull down 
than to build up. That destructive work is necessary, and 
Wyclif did much to give light to the people. He wrote many 
tracts, in one of which he said, " Many think if they give 
a penny to a pardoner, they shall be forgiven the breaking 
of all the commandments of God ; and, therefore, they take 
no heed how they keep them. But I say thee for certain, 
though thou have priests and friars to sing for thee, though 
thou each day hear many masses, and found colleges and 
charities, and go on pilgrimages all thy life, and give all 
thy goods to pardoners; all this shall not save thy soul 
to heaven. While if the commandments of God are revered 
to the end, though neither penny nor half-penny be pos- 
sessed, there shall be everlasting pardon and bliss of heaven." 

The great constructive work of John Wyclif was his trans- 
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lation of the Bible from the Latin into the English tongue. 
Then he urged the people to read the Bible for themselves. 
His personal influence was so great that within a short time 
parts of the Bible were being widely read in castle and camp 
and college. Of course the people came to love it, and the 
eifect of its teachings was the sowing of seed which was later 
to spring up in the harvest of the Reformation. Read 
Ps. 19. 

Meditation: Here was a man who took the Bible to 
many to whom it was an unknown book, and made it the liv- 
ing Word of God to them, the wisdom and power of God 
unto salvation. It is so often possible for the Christian to do 
something to interest friends in the Bible. It is one of the 
things we should study to do. I realize that I cannot hope to 
interest others beyond the point of my own interest. When 
I really love my Bible, men will find it out, and I can find 
respectful hearers as I strive to find a place for its study in 
their lives. I am reminded by Wyclif's example that I may 
go with my Bible to some who would rejoice to have me 
read to them from God's word. A new day seems to be 
dawning for the Bible. It never was studied as it is now. 
Men will again learn the meaning of that saying, " Beware 
of the man of one book." Thousands of young people are 
under vows to read it every day, and are learning to handle 
it as the sword of the Spirit of God. The coming genera- 
tion must reveal the work of the Holy Spirit in these hearts. 
Let me set my heart upon possessing a real enthusiasm for 
this blessed Word of God, that I may have power in using 
it as I strive to witness for Christ. 

Prayer: God of truth, give me an increasing love for 
Thy Word, and help me to influence others until they too 
shall find it precious. Give me Wyclif's love for men, and 
then I will find it easy to witness for Thee. 
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5TH Day — Martin Luther 

To begin that religious movement which was to renew 
the face of Europe, this was God's appointed work for 
Luther. History presents few greater characters. Bom at 
Eisleben in 1483, of humble parentage, the boy experienced 
a severe training during his school days, and entered the 
University of Erfurt at eighteen. It was his earnest pur- 
pose to lead a religious life, and this purpose steadily grew 
upon him during his college course. Having won his degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy, he planned to study law, but one 
day he was examining a copy of the Vulgate in the Univer- 
sity library, and was astonished to find more Gospels and 
Epistles than were contained in the lectionaries. Luther had 
found his Bible. With a beating heart he devoured its con- 
tents, and his vow was made to devote himself to a religious 
Hfe. 

The next three years he spent in the Augustine Convent at 
Erfurt, studying the Bible and the great doctrinal writings 
of Augustine. It was there he laid the foundations of those 
convictions which afterward made him " the monk that shook 
the world." But the great mind and honest heart of Luther 
were not satisfied wnth the routine life of the monk of his 
day. He found doubts and questionings perplexing him. 
The vicar-general of the Augustines was John Staupitz. He 
was the man who introduced the reading of the Scriptures, 
instead of the patristic writings, in the monasteries under 
his care. He discovered Luther at Erfurt, and once more 
the world became debtor to a man who was so concerned 
in a young man's religious welfare as to lead him into the 
light. It was Staupitz who brought Luther, in 1508, to the 
chair of Dialectics and Ethics in the University of Witten- 
berg. 

It was here that Luther began to lecture and preach, his 
discourses attracting wide attention, and exciting comment 
because of his independent views. Tetzel, the seller of indul- 
gences, was pushing his unholy traffic. Luther denounced 
him. The essence of the reformer's teaching was, " If the 
sinner was truly contrite, he received complete forgiveness. 
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The pope's absolution had no value in and of itself." Very 
rapidly events followed, Luther becoming more pronounced, 
until the Diet of Worms summoned him to retract. There 
in the presence of the crowned heads of Europe, he said: 
" Unless I be convinced by Scripture and reason, I neither 
can nor dare detract. There I take my stand. I can do no 
otherwise. So help me God. iVmen." 

The papal bull of excommunication was burned before a 
great multitude. In 15 13 the immortal theses were nailed 
to the door of the castle-church in Wittenberg, stating the 
principles upon which the Protestant Reformation rested. 
The supreme doctrine was that of justification by faith in 
Jesus Christ who brought men a salvation through grace, 
not of works. The light broke on the eastern sky. Millions 
were to see it and walk in it. The purity and simplicity of 
the religion of Christ were restored again to men. Who 
shall measure the blessings coming from Luther's life ? 

Meditation : The Bible and a Christian friend concerned 
about winning men! These were the means used to bring 
Martin Luther to see Christ truly, and to see his own life- 
work clearly as the days passed. Who can tell what young 
man in college to-day may be waiting, just as Luther was, 
for such a friend to speak and open the Word of God? I 
may be the one who ought to speak the word. Dare I neg- 
lect the opportunity? Does the thought of witnessing thus 
cause me to shrink back, or to rejoice at the privilege? 
Luther teaches me the vital importance of being brave 
enough to stand alone with God, in striving to be faithful, 
not simply if I lack the sympathy of friends, but even in the 
face of opposition or enmity. I must learn to be a good 
soldier of the cross, which means that I must fight the good 
fight of faith. 

Prayer: God of all grace, I plead nothing of my own. 
My hope is in Christ, as I look to Thee. I would make Him 
my Master also, and do His will. 
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It will perhaps be true to history to say that Protestantism 
varied in its character in different countries influenced by 
the Reformation ; and to say the most thorough-going Prot- 
estantism was found in Scotland. The man who was the 
leader and moulder of the movement in Scotland was John 
Knox. Perhaps no gjeat reformer suffered as much as he 
in perils and persecutions for Christ's sake and the Gospels. 
His steadfastness to the purest GospeLamid hardships and 
vicissitudes reminds us of the spirit of Paul. Knox was 
a rugged, stalwart soldier of the cross. 

He was born in 1505, and received a liberal education. 
At the University of Glasgow his teacher was the famous 
John Major, who had the spirit of a Protestant, teaching 
that a council was superior to a pope, and denying the tem- 
poral supremacy of the Bishop of Rome. There was no more 
apt pupil in Major's classes than John Knox. Quiet years 
followed in which Knox studied the Fathers, and became the 
bosom friend of George Wishart, the reformer and martyr, 
to whom he owed much of his inspiration to his life-work. 

When Wishart was burned at the stake in 1546, Knox 
resorted to St. Andrew's Castle for protection, but began 
to preach with greatest boldness against the papacy. Others 
were content to oppose certain gross errors of the estab- 
lished religion, but Knox struck at the root of popery, pro- 
nouncing the pope to be anti-Christ, and the whole papal 
system to be anti-scriptural. The power of Rome was 
roused. A French fleet arrived, Knox and others were cap- 
tured, and made galley-slaves. For nineteen months this 
cruel slavery continued, but through it all Knox was un- 
shaken in his allegiance to the truth. More than ten years 
passed, during which Knox waited watching his beloved 
Scotland. The time was not ripe, he judged, to strike for 
the truth. His exile continued in England and on the Con- 
tinent, but in 1559, when the Queen-regent proclaimed lib- 
erty of worship, he returned, and his great life-work really 
began. Read Rom. 5. 

Perhaps the purest gold comes out of the hottest fire. 
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Scotland was torn with wars, political intrigues, and re- 
ligious persecutions. Under the leadership of Knox, the 
Protestants reformed the worship, as far as their influence 
extended. In 1560 the free parliament was called to settle 
religious differences. It interdicted by law any performance 
of Roman Catholic worship, and established the Reformed 
religion. Knox preached a flaming evangelism, and was 
counted a man of great eloquence and power. The accession 
of Mary involved the Protestants in many troubles, but no 
backward step was really taken in Scotland after 1560. 

No reformer had greater power than Knox in dealing with 
individual men. It was his constant habit to seek them 
out, whether queens, nobles, or peasants, and press the eternal 
realities upon them. His education was equal to his zeal, so 
that he was splendidly equipped for his work. He left the 
heritage of the purest Protestantism of Europe. 

Meditation : " There lies he who never feared the face 
of man," was said of him at his death. That was his power. 
He feared only God. The opinions of men did not count 
as against a sense of duty. Alas, that so many followers of 
Christ stop to ask what someone will say, if this or that 
be done. In Christ's time some "loved the praise of men 
more than the praise of God." Not such a one was John 
Knox. With Paul, he asked, " Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me to do? " and that determined duty for him. What is my 
attitude toward men and God? This question is of great 
importance to every young Christian. There is a growing 
demand for a more distinctive life on the part of the Chris- 
tian. So many followers of Christ would never be chosen 
out of a company because of anything in their lives which 
marked them as the servants of Christ. Let me study to 
make my allegiance to Christ quite apparent to every one. 

Prayer : May I know the burden of souls which led John 
Knox to cry, " O God, give me Scotland or I die." 
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"A great multitude which no man could number" has 
been blessed by the movement which John Wesley inaugu- 
rated, and guided for half a century with splendid energy 
and great wisdom. He was born at Epworth Rectory, Eng- 
land, in 1703. His mother was a woman of unusual en- 
dowments, and to her he owed much. His school life re- 
vealed a superior student, and honors marked his progress 
at Christ Church, Oxford, and Lincoln College. Quiet 
years followed, during which his religious life was deepened, 
and in 1735 he sailed to be a missionary in Georgia; but 
returned to England in something more than two years. 

When journeying to Savannah he realized that certain 
Moravians whom he met had come to a fulness of religious 
experience which he did not possess. Upon his return to 
London he found his friend in need to be a Moravian 
preacher, Peter Bohler by name. For years Wesley had felt 
that his good works were necessary to his salvation. Now 
he realized that it is of g[race, and received by faith in Jesus 
Christ alone. It was a new vision of light which quickened 
into flame upon the altar of his heart the burning desire to 
win men to Christ by this truth. Read Gal. 3. 

He did not dream of what God intended for him. But he 
said to a friend, " I look upon the world as my parish ; thus 
far, I mean, that in whatever part of it I am, I judge it 
meet, right, and my bounden duty to declare unto all that 
are willing to hear the glad tidings of salvation." Let a 
man be filled thus with the mind of Christ, and he cannot 
be kept from winning men to Christ. Wesley did not intend 
to leave the established church, but his preaching was too 
radical to find cordial endorsement among complacent 
church-men, and the doors were closed against him. Then 
it was that he learned of Whitefield's wonderful open-air 
preaching, and his problem was solved so far as securing 
hearers was concerned. As the numbers of his followers 
grew, they built chapels for their accommodation. The work 
spread rapidly, the two main centres being London and 
Bristol. 
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Organization inevitably followed soon, the conditions 
developing somewhat naturally the features of the class- 
meeting, and the conference, together with the itinerant 
preaching. Wesley travelled from Land's End to Newcastle 
preaching incessantly to thousands. At the same time he 
accomplished an extraordinary amount of literary work, cov- 
ering a great variety of doctrinal discussion and questions 
of administration. Age could not chill his zeal. Eight days 
before the end he preached with great power, then fell asleep 
in his eighty-eighth year of a life ripe, rich, strong in the 
noblest consecration to the Lord Jesus Christ. 



>> 



Meditation : " He was always at work when awake, 
was said of him by a friend. It is an exhibition of zeal cal- 
culated to inspire everyone who tends to grow weary in well- 
doing. Christ's thought dominated his life, I must yjovk 
while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work. 
Here is my lesson touching this matter of winning men to 
Christ. I must be at it. It is not merely to be studied in 
books as a blessed privilege, but it is to be experienced in 
life as a blessed reality. Like Wesley, he who tastes the joy 
of winning one soul to Christ, will seek another and still an- 
other, while men remain who know not Christ. Is there any 
deepening of purpose in my heart concerning this blessed 
service for God and men? Why should not a new cam- 
paign in personal work for immortal souls be begun in the 
colleges of the world? What place is more opportune or 
important? Why may I not inaugurate such a movement 
among my friends? Why should not every reader of this 
paragraph say, " I will enlist under this banner," and pray- 
erfully begin the work ? 

Prayer: O Thou who hast tasted death for every man, 
let me not be complacent in any other thought than that 
every man shall have Thy salvation. Let me be quickened 
to more earnest service by the truth that the time is short. 
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The new evangelical spirit in the Church was certain to 
reveal itself in missionary zeal. In Edinburgh a Scotch 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge was founded 
in 1709. About the same time the Moravians began their 
splendid missionary work, and in 1714 the Danish mission 
to India was organized. It was the Scotch Society that 
commissioned David Brainerd to labor among the Indian 
tribes in America. Brainerd was born in 17 18, and died in 
his thirtieth year in 1747. In those few years of service for 
God and men he stamped the impress of his character upon 
his generation, and therefore upon the future years. 

At the age of thirteen, the boy was genuinely converted, 
and at twenty experienced a remarkable emergence into new 
light and new power. This new baptism stirred his soul 
to its profoundest depths, and was the starting point in a 
career of rare consecration. He entered Yale College in 
1739, where his religious experience deepened, although the 
college atmosphere at that time was not helpful. It was 
during those years that the " great religious awakening " 
occurred, when the services of Edwards and Whitefield were 
so effective. Yale College felt the impulse of the movement 
and realized a deepening of its spiritual life. Brainerd was 
one of the most zealous workers among the students in the 
effort to win men to Christ. 

In 1742 Brainerd began his studies for the ministry under 
the Rev. Mr. Mills of Ripton. Several opportunities were 
offered him to locate in comfortable and promising settle- 
ments, but from these he turned to accept the overtures of 
the Scotch Society to carry the Gospel of Christ to the poor 
savages of the regions near by and the wilderness beyond. 
His actual success in winning numbers of these people to 
Christ was very great, but the spirit of the young man during 
his few years of service glorified his Saviour in men's eyes, 
even more than the visible results of his labors. Read 2 
Cor. 3. 

His was a lonely life, reminding one of David Living- 
stone in Africa. His was an obscure field of labor, offer- 
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ing no sphere for the orator or scholar, as he toiled among 
the " rude, ignorant Indians." But his was the heroism of 
which martyrs are made. His was the consecration which 
rejoices in obscurity, if God's call to a life-work be to such 
work. In those days of obscurity David Brainerd wrote a 
diary which is one of the most remarkable records of spirit- 
ual struggle ever written. The story of his life decided 
Henry Martyn to become a missionary, and gave a powerful 
inspiration to William Carey. And many another Christian 
has been led by that story to a deepened spiritual life, and a 
quickened consecration to the work of winning men to Christ. 

Meditation: David Brainerd laid his heart before the 
eye of God every day of his life. No young man can do 
this honestly without having the heart searchings which 
Brainerd knew repeated again in his own life. Honest self- 
examination was the key to Brainerd*s intensity of spiritual 
life. He drew very near to God. This is always true of 
genuine repentance, as well as earnest consecration to duty. 
This must soon lead the follower of Christ to be concerned 
about those who are not in the kingdom of God. Am I thus 
genuinely honest with my own soul before God? Have I 
put off even unto this day that real struggle of the soul which 
I know must be made before I am a genuine and thorough- 
going man ? Dare I wait longer ? Surely I am not willing 
to be conquered by sin ! God is ready to give me the victory. 
Let me lay hold on God, even, as Jacob did (Gen. 32 :24-32), 
and cry in the intensity of my soul : " I will not let Thee go 
except Thou bless me ! " 

Prayer : " Search me, O God, and know my heart ; try 
me and know my thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Keep me 
from yielding to the temptation to begin this battle some 
other day. Help me to win the victory now. 
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In Maiden, Mass., a memorial tablet in the Baptist Church 
reads thus: "In Memoriam — Rev. Adoniram Judson. Bom 
August, 1788 — Died April, 1850. Maiden his birth-place, 
the ocean his sepulchre. Converted Burmans and the Bur- 
man Bible his monument. His record is on high." At six- 
teen he entered Brown University, and was the valedictorian 
of his class. While in College he was sceptical, but the 
death of a friend, who was not a Christian, impressed him 
so profoundly that he turned his mind to the earnest con- 
sideration of the claims of Christ, and soon gave his life to 
Christian service. Read Rom. 10:8-15. 

At Andover Seminary Judson consecrated himself to the 
work of a missionary to foreign lands. It was at the time 
when those four young men who have made the haystack 
at Williamstown famous came to Andover. Just how to 
proceed was the question these young men were trying to 
answer. It was decided that Judson should write to the 
London Missionary Society and offer their services. Mean- 
time the zeal of friends at home was roused, and the Ameri- 
can Board was organized. At first they proposed a joint 
action with the London Society, and Judson was sent to 
England to effect the arrangement. His ship was captured 
by a French privateer, and for some weeks he tasted the 
hardships which were to mark his after-life. 

The joint movement was discouraged by the London So- 
ciety, so Judson sailed in 181 2, under the American Board. 
During his voyage, he changed his views concerning bap- 
tism. His correspondence with friends at home resulted in 
the organization of the Baptist Missionary Society. He 
sailed for Calcutta, but after many hinderances found a foot- 
hold in Burmah. The story of his labors in that land thrills 
the Christian reader. Years of patient seed-sowing were 
necessary before the harvest appeared. Persecution was 
endured with marvellous fortitude. At one time, for twen- 
ty-one months, he suffered untold distress in the death-prison 
at Ava. Yet there he preached Christ to fellow-prisoners 
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and composed hymns which reveal a truly remarkable spirit- 
ual victory. 

At his death Burmah had 163 missionary workers, seven 
thousand Christians, and many more close to the Kingdom. 
He was a marvellous combination of intellectual genius, of 
unflagging industry, and of thorough-going piety. He was 
the first American Christian to carry the Gospel of Christ 
to lands where it was unknown. Who can measure the 
reach of his life-work in precious blessings ! 

Meditation : After Judson had toiled on for some years 
without reporting a convert, some friends wrote asking as 
to the prospects of winning the Burmans to Christ. Back 
over the sea, out of those years of unshaken faith and un- 
failing perseverance, came the answer, " The prospects are 
as bright as the promises of God " ! That was the heroism 
of a faith not inferior to that of Paul. Shall I, then, be 
easily discouraged as I strive to win men to Christ ? Never 
for a moment! Judson had learned the meaning of that 
reassuring teaching from God, " He that believeth shall not 
make haste." It does seem long. It is a longer time than 
it need be, because of the selfishness of men, and the unreadi- 
ness of His followers to obey the command of Christ. But 
let me not forget that God is in His heaven, and is over- 
ruling in all things, accomplishing His purpose, and sure 
to triumph at last in His time. Let me patiently strive to 
be faithful in my day, not cast down if the fruit of my 
labors may not appear. My labor cannot be in vain in the 
Lord. 

Prayer: May I hear and heed Thy call to me, O God. 
Make my duty plain. Then gird me with the spirit of 
Judson to achieve it. May I realize that time is necessary 
to bring a harvest from seed-planting, and continue stead- 
fast in my work. 
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It is a blessed service to quicken the Church of Christ into 
newness of Hfe. Charles G. Finney was thus used of God, 
and was the greatest revivalist of the first half of the cen- 
tury now closing. He was born in Connecticut in 1792, but 
when a child the family removed to Oneida County, New 
York, where in time Finney became a school teacher. The 
region was largely a wilderness, and almost destitute of re- 
ligious privileges. Neither of Finney's parents was a pro- 
fessing Christian, and he declared himself "almost as ig- 
norant of religion as a heathen." 

In 1818 he began the study of law in the town of Adams. 
There he occasionally attended a prayer-meeting in a neigh- 
boring church. The doctrinal preaching of the time " rather 
perplexed than edified " him ; but the prayer-meetings 
furnished testimonies which made him restless. For the 
first time he purchased a Bible and studied it. He came to 
the conviction that if the Christian religion were true, his 
soul's welfare was the supreme matter for his concern. But 
equally strong was his conviction that the Christians whom 
he knew had no such spiritual experiences as one might ex- 
pect them to have, judging from the New Testament writ- 
ings. 

This two-fold thought deepened. Finney became more 
concerned about his spiritual life, and more fully convinced 
that the Church of Christ was failing to have God's blessing 
as it might, because its prayers were not in that faith which 
expected the blessings. Thus it developed that his own con- 
version was coupled with this profound conviction that God 
was ready to pour out His Holy Spirit upon men if they 
would but lay hold on the promises, honestly trying to meet 
the conditions, and revealing a living faith in Jesus Christ. 
At his conversion his spiritual struggle stirred the deepest 
depths of his soul. From that struggle he came consecrated 
to the service of Christ. Read Ezek. 37:1-14. 

He immediately went out and began to talk with the peo- 
ple he met about their personal religious experience. He 
could do nothing now but preach the Gospel. Soon his 
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power was felt, and God used him wonderfully for nearly 
fifty years. Hundreds of churches were wakened out of 
lethargy, and thousands of men were saved unto God and 
inspired to new consecration. ' He preached a plain, simple 
Gospel, fox which the people hungered, both at home and 
in England. This was the key to his power. His prepara- 
tion was the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures. 
Thus he gave the Bread of Life to men in its purity and sim- 
plicity. The Church of Christ needed him, and God used 
him in bringing a new era to the Kingdom. 

Meditation: The life of Finney is identified with his- 
toric Oberlin. His labors there were rewarded in many ways 
calculated to lift up the whole nation to higher conceptions 
of " the glorious liberty of the children of God." But the 
reason he was sought for was that he had revealed such 
power in helping and saving men. He was recognized as 
a man whom God had sealed, and therefore many sought 
his help. I am profoundly impressed by the fact that this 
man, in the hunger of his soul for the light, was not helped 
in finding it by the conduct of the Christians he knew. Is 
there not reason to fear that such an experience might be 
repeated to-day? But when once Finney became a Chris- 
tian, no man ever failed to find help toward God who looked 
to him for help. Let me learn to live a life thus helpful. 
Let me learn anew that old lesson of influence. No day 
passes in which I am not influencing some one. And it must 
be that I am hindering their faith, as men hindered Finney, 
or I am helping them. I must strive more earnestly always 
to be helpful. 

Prayer : Let my allegiance to Thee be thorough-going, O 
Christ ; and then help me to secure Thy blessings for others. 
Forbid that any man should be led to doubt Thee because of 
my inconsistent living. 
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Probably no one Christian touched the young manhood 
of Great Britain with greater helpfulness or nobler inspira- 
tion than did Thomas Arnold. He was born in 1795 in the 
Isle of Wight. We pass over the account of his boyhood to 
note his election as a fellow of Ariel College, Oxford, and 
his gaining the Chancellor's prize. During a pastorate of 
ten years at Laleham he matured his views concerning life 
which made him such a power in after years. 

From Laleham, Arnold was called to the head-mastership 
of the school at Rugby. Very soon it became noised abroad 
that a change of atmosphere had been experienced at Rugby. 
He had the rare tact to make himself both loved and feared. 
The moral tone of the student life steadily rose to a high 
level. He once said to a student who began to add proof 
to an assertion, " If you say so, that is quite enough ; of 
course I believe your word." Thus the sentiment grew that 
it was a shame to tell a lie. Every young man in Rugby 
felt the moral obligation upon him to be worthy of Arnold's 
confidence. 

But Arnold was not only a successful schoolmaster: he 
was also a devoted minister of Christ. Life was never more 
thorough-going with any man than with him. Therefore a 
deep religious experience followed the moral elevation at 
Rugby. His constant endeavor was to realize the ideal of 
a school of " Christian gentlemen." To this end the general 
discipline was accompanied by much personal work in be- 
half of individual students in the effort to win them to Jesus 
Christ. Prominent among the many students who were 
thus led to consecrate themselves to the service of Christ 
was Dean Stanley, who has given us a very interesting 
sketch of the great master. Hundreds of young men were 
helped to walk in the way everlasting by this noble soul. 

To Thomas Arnold also the Christian Church of this cen- 
tury owes much, in that he had much to do with breaking 
down the old lines which looked upon the clergy as having 
certain high prerogatives which the laity could not enjoy. 
Arnold urged that " orders " did not carry the means of 
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grace with them, and to-day the Church is realizing gladly 
the truth he preached, that every man may be baptized with 
the spirit of God and become a worker for Christ, as surely 
sealed with God's favor as an ordained minister. It is a 
truth to be even more fully emphasized. Every Christian 
is a " king and priest unto God." Read i Cor. 3. 

Meditation : Thomas Arnold believed religion should be 
brought into the daily concerns of men, and that every act 
of life should be invested with a Christian character. His 
noble ideals were not simply beautiful theories, but were 
aspirations to be realized in the daily life. Hundreds of 
men in England will leap to their feet to-day at the mention 
of his name. But the spirit which ruled his life, and made 
him such a power for good, may still be possessed by any 
man who will bind his soul to God and men as Arnold did. 
I too may have it. Many students now in the colleges will 
became teachers. What an inspiration should Thomas Ar- 
nold be to them! There is no nobler calling. There is no 
finer opportunity to make the life multiply itself many-fold. 
There is no greater responsibility. It should be true of every 
Christian teacher that his influence is a positive Christian 
force in the life of his pupils. The incidental thing is the 
book-learning. The fundamental thing is character. Train- 
ing to do and be is far more than teaching to know. Like 
Arnold, live and preach Christ, winning immortal souls unto 
God. But to do this the teacher must, like Arnold, inspire 
the student with the conviction that he is worthy of being 
honored. Let me also learn that I quicken the noblest spirit 
in the young, as I honor them by expecting that spirit to 
be revealed in them. 

Prayer: O Word of God made flesh, let me not simply 
believe and hope great things. Let me learn to live them 
day by day. 
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" To a fine person, a pleasant countenance, expressive of 
the benevolence of his soul, a sweet, yet powerful voice, and 
a cultivated mind, he added piety, humility, zeal, and de- 
votedness to his profession, such as are rarely ever observed 
united in one individual." Such is the estimate of James 
Brainerd Taylor by one who knew him. He was born in 
Connecticut in 1801. At the age of eighteen he was a clerk 
in New York City. A friend one day invited him to go to 
the ship to see Dr. Scudder sail as a missionary to India. 
That day was the pivot-point in his career. 

He tells us his experience thus, " I shall never forget 
Doctor Scudder's looks or his words. On seeing him take 
his last leave of his friends, and of the people on shore, with 
a true missionary spirit, I felt a tenderness toward the poor 
heathen to whom he was going which caused my eyes to 
overflow. I thought that I would be willing to change my 
situation for his. On returning home I felt that I could 
not attend to business. My desire was to spend that day 
with the Lord. I retired for prayer and found the exercise 
sweet. My mind was impressed with the necessity for more 
ministers of the Gospel ; and many reasons presented them- 
selves why I should devote my life to the good of my fellow- 



men." 



The way was opened. After three years at the Lawrence- 
ville Academy, Taylor entered Princeton, where his life was 
signalized by a rare influence among his fellow-students. 
Together with Peter Gulick, another devoted Christian stu- 
dent, he founded the Philadelphian Society which has since 
largely dominated the Christian activities in the college life. 

His diary of April 9th, 1826, contains the following: " I 
have not gone from room to room and ' warned every man 
night and day with tears.' Only to a few have I been per- 
sonal in my interviews. Resolved, that I will, the Lord 
being my helper, think, speak, and act as an individual: for 
as such I must live — as such I must die, stand before God, 
be judged, be damned or saved forever and ever. I have 
been waiting for others to go forward. I must act as if I 
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were the only one to act, and wait no longer. With increas- 
ing desire I long to enter the field, to lay out my strength for 
God." But before his preparations for his chosen life-work 
were finished, he was called home to the service of the re- 
deemed, with these words among his last, " The prospect 
of changing worlds is pleasant. The home of the Holy is 
inviting. Farewell." Read Acts y :S4-^. 

Meditation : Taylof's working motto was this — a whole 
surrender. He once wrote, " I am tired of living by halves." 
His life is worthy of being lifted up before the college stu- 
dents ever3rwhere, and before all young Christians who seek 
to live like Christ. It is not the number of years that I live 
which measures the life ; but it is the way I fill those years, 
few or many, with the spirit of Christ. Taylor speaks to 
the young man of to-day, challenging him to have the cour- 
age of his convictions. He broke the bondage of the customs 
about him, and inaugurated a new spirit among his fellows. 
Why should not I do this? He was as humble as he was 
brave. I need not be assertive, but I ought to be earnest 
and persevering. Why not make my life count for Christ 
now and here? God will help me, and I will be helpful to 
some about me ! Let me take this service to my Lord, and 
let me be ready to do His will. Taylor reached the day 
when he could no longer be complacent in the midst of so 
much lethargy among college students who had professed 
Christ, but were not earnest in His service. What he finally 
realized, every Christian must realize — " I must act as if I 
were the only one to act, and wait no longer." 

Prayer : Thou dost ask for the whole heart, O God. May 
I learn to conquer compromise, and have the victory of a 
complete surrender, and a loyal service. 
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" I suppose there are hundreds of men and women who 
are sure that his was the most Christ-like life they ever 
knew." Thus writes George Adam Smith of Henry Drum- 
mond ; and adds : " He was one of the purest, most unselfish, 
most reverent souls you ever knew, but you would not have 
called him saint. The name he went by among younger men 
was * The Prince ' ; there was a distinction and a radiance 
upon him that compelled the title." 

Henry Drummond was born in 1851. At fifteen he ma- 
triculated at Edinburgh University, and at nineteen began 
preparation for the ministry, but continued to cultivate the 
study of natural science. In his experience the develop- 
ment of Christian faith was not so much a matter of strug- 
gle as of growth. He began his work as a missionary in 
the Riego Street Mission, where his aim was " to draw souls 
one by one." 

Just as Drummond began his missionary work the won- 
derful Moody meetings were held in Edinburgh. Drum- 
mond was soon in the inquiry room working man to man 
with anxious souls. For months he was in the thick of this 
work. His gifts were quickly recognized by Mr. Moody 
who turned Drummond's energies into the conducting of 
special meetings for young men. At Sunderland a Young 
Men's Association rapidly grew to four hundred, and a 
thousand persons professed conversion. He went with 
Moody to Ireland where the mighty power of God continued 
to be manifest. Then the work was carried back into Eng- 
land and found its climax in London. It was an experience 
of two years of service in which Drummond was wonder- 
fully used of God in winning thousands to Jesus Christ. 

Thus the supreme service of his life was discovered to 
him. It was an unusually full life, much of it being given 
to literary activity, and much to travel in many parts of the 
globe. But always and everywhere his marvellous power 
with young men led to the continuous demand for his ser- 
vices. In Great Britain he brought Christ to young men who 
Towded the halls and churches to sit at his feet. The col- 
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leges of America and Australia were thrilled by his magnetic 
personality, and profoundly impressed by his complete con- 
secration. He gathered the boys about him, and was active 
in organizing the first Boys' Brigades. Read i Cor. 13. 

His personal work for men has been supplemented by his 
religious writings. His Natural Law in the Spiritual World 
must be included in this category, but his monograph on 
The Greatest Thing in the World and other practical 
themes, together with his printed addresses, have been spirit- 
ual bread to many hungry souls. He had the faculty of mak- 
ing everyone feel that Christianity was right and natural 
and blessed. He met the demand of many to satisfy the 
rational man, as well as the emotional man, by setting forth 
truth in so self-evident a way as to carry conviction. He 
dealt with the nature of things, and men realized that he 
touched the heart of truth as he emphasized the plain facts 
of law and life, revealing man's relation to God and men. 

Meditation: Drummond's greatest victory was in the 
end of his life. Fame, prosperity, popularity were his, and he 
bore himself in it all with unassuming naturalness. In the 
last two years he was to prove equally serene through the 
painful sufferings of lingering illness. Whether to live or 
to die, it was for him to glorify Christ in his life, faithful 
unto death. There was a certain joyousness about this man 
which was felt by all who knew him. He led men to feel 
that a true Christian must be joyous. Joy is something 
deeper than happiness. The word suggests the " haps " of 
life, sometimes mishaps. But joy is the stream of loving 
trust which runs deeper than the surface experiences of life. 
There will be sorrow, but joy smiles through the tears in 
hope. There will be trials, but joy springs up in the faith 
that catches the gleam of coming triumphs. Christ taught 
Henry Drummond the meaning of John 15 :ii. 

Prayer : Teach me to live thus as Thy child, O God, lov- 
ing purity, joyously ministering at all times, earnestly striv- 
ing to win men to Christ. 

169 



